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Call  
CAPTAIN 
JIM HIGH

410-404-3013

Living It Up On  
Our Pontoons!
FLOATING PARTY: Crank the 
tunes, pack a cooler, and turn 
the deck into your own private 
island.
COVE HOPPING: Cruise to 
our favorite hidden spots 
for a sunny swim or a chill 
anchor-down session. 
DOCK & DINE: Pull up to a 
favorite waterfront bar for 
food, fun & music!  
WILDLIFE SAFARIS: Get 
front-row seats to see ospreys 
nesting or catch a crew  
casting their lines.

Spring on the Chesapeake 
is all about Maximum Fun 

with Zero Stress!

LIFE’S A PARTY
LIVE IT!

NOW OPEN  
@ LOONASEA & CHARLY’S

Marinating with Captain Jim High
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AmericaAmerica
HAPPYHAPPY
225500THTH

Last month, I made 
the pilgrimage down to 
Pasadena and visited 

someone who has been 
alive for more than 40 
percent of the time this 

country has been around. 
Irv Koch, the legendary 

proprietor of Irv’s Basement 
Bar, was born in August 

1923. Irv’s is located 
down in Pasadena off Fort 
Smallwood Road. The beer 

was cold and the people 
warm, but remember to 

bring cash!

And here we are, folks! The Summer of 2026 and the 250th anniversary of our Great 
Country. This summer is chock-full of amazing events. From Boat Parades on the C and 
D Canal, The Antique Wooden Boat Festival in Chesapeake City, to the Blue Angels and 
Operation Sail in Baltimore. Middle River is hosting its biggest fireworks display to date, 
and Chris Sack is returning with the Coral Reefers at Cult Classic Brewing on Kent Island. 
So, strap in, hold on, put your hands in the air, and enjoy the ride. The coaster is at the top 
of the hill -- everybody SCREAM!

Over the years, I have 
written about my daughter 
Kammy J, my 11-year-old. 
She never fails to provide 
a “you can’t make this 
shit up” story. Just before 
Mother’s Day, she heads to 
her weekly Girl Scout Troop 
Meeting. That night, the 
girls are making door mats 
for their mamas to celebrate 

Mother’s Day! Each mat 
is to be personalized. 
Some girls make theirs say 
“Welcome Home,” “Home 
is Where the Heart Is” Wipe 
Your Paws,” “Beware of 
Dog,” but not Kammy J!
Nope, hers features 
margarita glasses and 
reads, “It's 5 O’clock 
Somewhere!”

We call this column 
Marinating, and that’s 
because you can never 
tell what we are gonna 
be chatting about! For 
instance… “It’s Five O'clock 
Somewhere”… A song 
introduced by Alan Jackson 
featuring Jimmy Buffett 
in June of 2003. Twenty-
some years ago. A song 
about why day drinking, 
morning drinking, and 
late-night drinking are all 
acceptable because it is 
5 p.m. somewhere in the 
world. The time Happy 

Hour traditionally starts 
because workers get off 
work. We’ve bought flags, 
clocks, T-shirts, placards, 
and made door mats to 
remind all those around us 
not to be so predictable. 
Some of those clocks have 
nothing but 5s on them. Can 
you imagine the China Man 
gluing all 5’s onto a clock 
and wondering what the 
heck??? Then getting off at 
midnight and heading out for 
a beer? Kenny Chesney’s 
song “No Shirt, No Shoes, 
No Problem” came out a 
month earlier. However, 
at All American Burger, 
No Shoes, No Shirts, NO 
DICE! BTW… In Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High, 
Jeff Spicoli’s theme song “I 
Don’t Know” was written and 
performed by Jimmy Buffett! 
Coincidence? I think KNOT!
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By Wendy Gilbert 
Contributing Editor

I was about 20 years old before I set 
off on my first sail.
Having grown up in an area that was 
more about horses and farms than 
boats and Bays, it was understand-
able.
When I received the invitation to 
spend the weekend aboard a friend’s 
sailboat with some college chums, 
how could I refuse? I might not have 
been particularly savvy about sailing, 
but I certainly was at home on the wa-
ter and eager to learn. Like any good 
college student, I did a little research 
ahead of time. By Saturday morning, I 
knew Port from Starboard and the bow 
from the stern. I packed a tote bag and 
climbed aboard.
Where we went from Perryville, I could 
not say. Obviously south, but how far 
south is anybody’s guess. The captain 
on that trip has long passed. I can’t 
think of a soul to ask, but let’s guess 
it was in the general direction of Still 
Pond or perhaps Betterton.
All the predictable things happened on 
this miserably hot mid-summer week-

end. We made very slow progress, ran 
out of food (not that there was much to 
begin with), and I’d lost my sunglasses 
(or was it my “real” glasses?). It was all 
a little blurry.
Somewhere around midnight, the party 
died down and as there was no place 
to make “a beer run” we all got bored 
and decided to pass out. I’d never at-
tempted to sleep on a fiberglass sur-
face before (nor since), and my damp 
beach towel was a poor substitute in-
deed for a blanket.  A few hours later, 
I woke up at dawn. Ravenous, I crept 
down to the galley to look for some-
thing – anything – to eat. Nada. The 
best I managed was a few maraschi-
no cherries and a couple of cocktail 
olives. Not that I’m complaining, too 
much, my friends didn’t even get that.
The captain assured the grumbling 
crew of 5 that a feast awaited us, and 
off we went.
By midafternoon, we’d arrived. We 
(the great unwashed and sunburnt) 
were greeted with some skepticism by 
the folks on the beach. The captains’ 

“friends” were not very friendly, and 
the only food we were offered was a 
few undercooked ears of corn, which 
we gratefully accepted as we were ab-
solutely ravenous.
We didn’t linger and made our way 
home under power, if you can call that 
miserable little motor “power”. It was 
late Sunday night when I finally got 
home. My first order of business was 
a ham and cheese sandwich and the 
second was a shower.
I worked green aloe vera gel onto 
nearly every inch of my skin and 
crawled into my freshly made bed with 
unprecedented gratitude.  I was pep-
pered with questions the next morning 
over  a hurried breakfast (first class of 
the day starts at 8 a.m.) 
Did I have a good time on my first sail?
No.
Why?
Reference above.
Will you ever go again?
ABSOLUTELY!

Summertime 
Sailing
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100 Bourbon Street 
Havre de Grace, MD  

410-939-0950 
www.TidewaterMarina.com

• Hi & Dri Boatel 
• Fresh Water Deep Slips  
• Comprehensive Service 
• Marine Supplies & Accessories

Full Service Marina in Historic Havre de Grace!
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Did you know that there are people 
whose job is all about packaging? 
Packaging engineers are an interest-
ing subset of the engineering world. My 
husband is a mechanical engineer and 
can certainly package with the best of 
them. The more complicated the prob-
lem, the happier he is.
I am becoming increasingly plas-
tic-phobic and insist on using glass 
wherever possible. I transfer my shop-
ping purchases into Mason jars as soon 
as I get home. This drives the resident 
engineer crazy as the foodstuffs were 
already in packages “designed and en-
gineered” for them. Perhaps.
Sadly, as I toss the original packaging 
and pour my treasures into the jars, 
I also toss aside instructions and nu-
tritional information. You never know 
what I might start obsessing about next 
– carbs, protein, fiber? Fortunately, the 
Internet seldom fails to deliver on what 
could have been a problem.
All that plastic phobia must be put 
aside from time to time. Safety First!
Wine in boxes was the perfect answer 
for boating for ages. And then came 
microplastics. Back to glass? Not so 
fast.
As I was perusing “The Boat” at Weav-
er’s recently (yes, I am a bargain hunt-
er) I spied both a red and a white in 
what at first glance looked to be ex-
haustive packaging. Nope. It was wine 
in very pretty aluminum bottles. Seems 

a bit 2030 somehow, doesn’t it? Not 
quite Jetsons and flying cars though.
I did a bit of research and as it turns out 
the shift in wine packaging from heavy 
glass to sleek aluminum represents 
more than a logistical change; it is a 
fundamental reimagining of how we 
consume a centuries-old product. The 
traditional “clink” of glass is increas-
ingly replaced by the quiet efficien-
cy of metal. While the industry spent 
decades moving from glass to plas-
tic-lined boxes, the current leap into 
750ml aluminum bottles—designed to 
mirror the silhouette of a classic Bor-
deaux bottle—marks the true “third 
wave” of wine containment.
Leading this charge is the Element[AL] 
brand by Bogle Family Wine Collec-
tion, which recently debuted the 750ml 
aluminum format to solve the wine in-
dustry’s greatest environmental hurdle: 
the carbon footprint of heavy glass. 
Glass is energy-intensive to manufac-
ture and notoriously heavy to ship, ac-
counting for nearly half of a winery’s to-
tal carbon emissions. In contrast, these 
new aluminum bottles are 80 percent 
lighter and infinitely recyclable. Local-
ly, Maryland’s own Old Westminster 
Winery acted as the regional herald for 
this shift, proving that high-quality, es-
tate-grown wine could thrive in alumi-
num without losing its character.
The future of wine packaging is defined 
by “The Three R’s”: Resilience, Recep-

tivity, and Ruggedness. As we look 
toward the next decade, the “Rugged-
ness” of aluminum is its most immedi-
ate selling point. In recreation-heavy 
areas glass is often a liability or outright 
banned. The aluminum bottle allows 
decent wine to enter spaces previously 
reserved for beer and hard seltzers—
poolsides, hiking trails, and boats—
without the risk of shattered glass.
However, the true “future” lies in the 
industry’s ability to overcome “receptiv-
ity” barriers. Historically, wine has been 
shrouded in a “glass ceiling” of pres-
tige; the weight of the bottle was often 
equated with the quality of the vintage. 
The next five to ten years will see a 
massive push to decouple “luxury” 
from “weight.” As younger Gen Z and 
Millennial consumers prioritize sus-
tainability over ceremony, the 750ml 
aluminum bottle is poised to become 
the standard for “super-premium” ev-
eryday wine. We can expect to see 
integrated technology on these bottles, 
such as thermal-sensitive inks that 
change color when the wine reaches 
the perfect serving temperature—a 
feat much easier to achieve on metal 
than on thick glass.
They didn’t serve wine on any Jetsons 
episodes that I recall, but that does 
sound like something Mr. Spacely 
would have enjoyed. 

Clunks To Take 
Over Clinks?

By Wendy Gilbert
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• Gas, Diesel, Pumpout
• Pool • Nettle-Free Beach
• OnSpot Wi-Fi • Ship’s Store
• Slipholder Fuel Discounts • 50T Lift  
• Full Service and Parts • Mechanics on Duty 6 Days  
• A/C Heads & Laundry • Picnic Peninsula  
• Water Taxi Serice to Moorings
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Through my years of fishing, I have 
spent a considerable amount of time 
both wading and boating. The riv-
er that is nearest to me, and in many 
ways dearest, is the Gunpowder. I’ve 
spent countless hours in both freshwa-
ter and tidal water portions of this in-
credible river. Species caught include: 
white perch, yellow perch, largemouth 
and smallmouth bass, chain picker-
el, striped bass, long-eared sunfish, 
blue gills, hickory shad, channel and 
blue catfish, and one very lost croaker. 
Whether standing in Dundee Creek or 
on the deck of my boat at the mouth 
of the river; here, I have found plenty 
of joy.
As back then, access for land-bound 
and wading anglers, and those aboard 
small, powerless watercrafts, is quite 
limited in many areas these days. 
Quite often, boat launching facilities 
can be crowded and few and far be-
tween. The Gunpowder River, from its 
flowing freshwater to its brackish tide-
waters, offers anglers many access 
points. You’ll find two well-maintained 
launch ramps for power boats, and nu-
merous areas on land for shore-bound, 
wading, and powerless watercraft an-
glers.
I am fortunate to have access to two 
areas of the freshwater river near my 
house. You will find parking lots at both 
Harford and Bel Air Road along the 
Gunpowder Falls State Park. There 
are trails along the river that lead you to 
openings in the tree line for access to 
the river’s bounty of sunfish and bass. 

Be forewarned that these areas fill up 
quickly on summertime weekends by 
those who like to picnic, and cool off 
in the river. 
If you prefer fishing tidal water, Mari-
ner Point Park has several areas along 
the canal’s shoreline to cast a line. In 
recent years, the launch facility here 
has added a dedicated kayak/canoe 
launch. You can expect to catch sun-
fish, blue gills, white and yellow perch, 
largemouth bass, and snakeheads in 
the canal.
The Dundee Creek Fishing Area in the 
Gunpowder Falls State Park has park-
ing for approximately 10 to 12 vehicles. 
There are three trails that lead to the 
creek. It’s a short hike for shore-bound 
and wading fishermen. You will want to 
use portage wheels to get a kayak from 
the lot to any of the three creek en-
trances. Launching from any of these 
trails will allow you access to the far-
ther reaches of Dundee and Saltpeter 
Creeks. It’s a who’s who of how many 
species you can catch. Catfish, perch, 
bass, stripers, and snakeheads are the 
expected species. 
Dundee Creek Marina in the state park 
is a large facility that accommodates 
both power boats and kayaks. There is 
plenty of parking, and you can slide in 
your ‘yak or canoe in a cove before you 
reach the ramps. Here, you will have 
access to the head of Dundee Creek 
and its lush grass beds that hold bass, 
perch, and sunfish species. Boating 
anglers have access to the entire up-
per Chesapeake, power and speed 

considered. There is a $10 ramp fee 
for power boaters.
The ramp in the Hammerman area 
of the state park offers access to the 
heart of Cunninghill Cove for paddling 
anglers. You can drive your vehicle 
down to the ramp to launch, but you 
will have to park your vehicle in a lot 
uphill from the ramp. This area fea-
tures a long riprap shoreline on the left, 
heading to the Hammerman swimming 
area, and submerged pilings and more 
riprap as you make your way down the 
US Government shoreline to the east. 
Make sure you do not set foot on these 
well-marked banks. Along with the rip-
rap and pilings, Cunninghill Cove also 
has ample grass beds. Bass and pan-
fish are plentiful, and stripers show up 
in late summer through fall.
Mariner Point Park is a good launch 
and return spot of its own. The ramp is 
free, and there are 60 spots for boats 
and trailers. The canal leads out to the 
open river past the railroad bridge. As 
with the Dundee ramp, you can make 
a short run out into the river, or out to 
your favorite bay fishing spot. Fisher-
men with small draft boats can opt to 
head back into the marshes for bass, 
snakeheads, and crappies.
The Gunpowder River has a lot to offer. 
While many other bodies of water have 
few access points, this river offers sev-
eral. Whether you are shore-bound, 
wading, paddling, or powered up to 
catch your favorite species, the Gun-
powder has ultimate access for great 
fishing opportunities.

GUNPOWDER RIVER 

ULTIMATE 
FISHING 
ACCESS
By Tim Sherman
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Summer is finally here! Many 
wait 9 months to take full 
advantage of this warm, fun-
filled time of year. The green 
pollen waves are replaced 
by power boat wakes. As the 
humidity increases, we all 
crave relief—ironically, more 
water! Being in or on the water 
makes 80-90 percent humidity 
much more tolerable somehow. 
It’s no surprise to any of us, but 
Marylanders tend to flock to the 
water now. 
It’s time to write your Summer 
Bay Bucket List. Before the 
summer schedule fills up - well, 
it probably already has - but 
there’s always time for a little 
more summer fun!
Not a list of expensive charters 
or fancy hotel rooms - just 
some simple pleasures that 
make summer in Maryland one 
of a kind.
A controversial first item would 
be a sunrise. Many fishermen 
enjoy this experience regularly. 
If you don’t, it’s worth the early 
alarm. The water is quiet and 
smooth. The sun casts slanted 
light, painting the beginning of 
a new day on the Chesapeake. 
Some can enjoy it from their 
back deck or sailboat. If you’re 
feeling energized, put the kayak 
in for an up-close view of the 
water reflecting the sun. The 
rest of us can pick up a coffee 
on the way to the local dock. 
No matter how you make it 
happen, enjoy the birds waking 
up while you do!
Now that you’re caffeinated, 
it’s time to try something new. 
There are over 600 water 
access sites available to the 
public in Maryland. Not to 
mention the private sites, your 
friends and family may have 
access to. Pick one you’ve 
never been to. It could be a few 
miles away or a few counties 
over. Head to a new restaurant 
by boat, paddle a new marsh, 
go tubing on a different creek, 
or walk a new boardwalk along 
a tributary. The Chesapeake 
Bay is full of beauty; make a 
plan to see some more of it this 

summer.
Make it a family affair. Bring 
family and friends who may 
not have spent time on the 
Bay before. Share an evening 
cruise, go bow fishing, find 
a happy hour by boat, or 
brown bag it to a favorite 
spot. Whatever your favorite 
Bay activity is, find someone 
new(ish) to the Bay and share 
it with them.
There are also a few traditions 
to add to the list. Crabs and 
a cold one in the backyard. 
Snacking on ice cream at the 
end of a pier. Jet skiing or 
wakeboarding with friends. 
Spot a juvenile bald eagle. 
Catch a rockfish. Whatever 
makes summer, summer for 
you - add it to the list! Ask 
friends what they enjoy most, 
and you might find another item 
to add.
We all love the beauty of the 
Chesapeake Bay,so add an act 
of stewardship to your summer 
bucket list. Not as something 
you HAVE to do, but something 
to help keep your Bay clean, 
healthy, and more enjoyable. 
Snag trash at the ramp. Secure 
all gear so you don’t lose it; the 
Bay really doesn’t want another 
pair of sunglasses! Teach kids 
to leave beaches cleaner than 
when they got there. Every little 
bit helps when hundreds (or 
more) people are enjoying the 
Bay every day.
Finish off your list with a simple 
pleasure and see how many 
times you can enjoy it this 
summer. The warm sun hits 
your back as you head to the 
ramp. You make it to the dock 
before the rain hits. Talk to 
someone new. See an Osprey 
catch a fish. Take your kids or 
grandkids out for a ride.
Before you know it, it’ll be Labor 
Day, and no one will know 
where the summer went. Use 
a bucket list to help slow down 
the fast summer days. Watch a 
sunrise or sunset. Enjoy an ice 
cream. Go somewhere new. 
Try something new. Make the 
most of this summer.

Don’t Forget A Few 
Simple Summertime 
Pleasures
By Anne Sandbek

SUMMER BAY 
Bucket List
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MARINE & RV SUPPLIES
3531 Augustine Herman Hwy (Cayots Corner)

Chesapeake City, MD

410-885-2455
upperbaymarineservice@yahoo.com

SKIP JACK SKIP JACK 
COVE MARINACOVE MARINA

MERCURY AUTHORIZED 
RE-POWER DEALERSHIP 150 Skipjack Rd. 

Georgetown, Md
410-885-2455

NEW SERVICE 
LOCATION & 
BROKERAGE 

OFFICE!

2012 Four Winns V378 Volvo Penta D6 
IPS. 650 hrs very clean. $159,000 obo

2007 Bayliner 310 great shape  
$38,000.00 obo

2004 Chaparral 270 Signature Merc  
4.3l Vortec. 

2007 Searay 250 SLX  
All new 6.2L $28,500 obo

2007 Chaparral 190 Bowrider  
less than 300 hours

1997 Main Ship 40 $65,000 obo

1995 Searay 370 $41,000.00 obo

2006 Bayliner 310 $38,500

3531 Augustine Herman Hwy, Chesapeake City, MD 21915

MARINE YACHT SALES 410-885-2455

Well Maintained!

Fully serviced & detailed

Speed & Efficiency! Come see this one!

Summer Fun! Detail Ready 
To Go!

Dual Station! Sedan Bridge!



14												                 Upper Bay Boating

Chesapeake Bay 
Lobster

By Montana Grant

Thawed or fresh filets. You can use 
any thick white meat fish, such as cod, 
bass, halibut, rockfish, etc. 
Lemon, sliced or cut into pieces
1 cup of sugar
Lemon Pepper, dill seed, Old Bay sea-
soning, because it’s Maryland.
Fill a large pot about ½ full of water and 
bring to a boil.
Add half of a lemon, cut into pieces. 
Add the sugar and stir until it dissolves.
Cut the cleaned filets into 1-inch 
chunks and add to the boiling water. 
do not stir. Try to be gentle with the 
chunks so they do not fall apart.
When the fish chunks begin bobbing 
and floating to the top, gently strain 
them out and set them on a wire rack 
or paper towel. 
Sprinkle with spices to taste.
Serve with a melted butter side bowl. 
You can also serve with a cheese or 
tartar sauce, or on a roll as a faux Lob-
ster Roll sandwich. 

This recipe requires few ingredients 
and gear so it can be easily made in 
your boat’s galley or as a shore lunch. 
Now I know that these fish chunks are 
not the real lobster deal, but most any-
thing dipped in butter can be a tasty 
dish. The fish chunks become textured 
more like crab or lobster meat. This 
dish makes for an amazing appetizer 
or seafood treat. 
Enjoy feasting on fish!

POOR MAN’S LOBSTER

Seafood is a wonderful part 
of Chesapeake Country 
menus. Maryland is famous 
for its tasty Blue Crabs, oys-
ters, and finned fish. Rock-
fish is a great-eating fish that 
has thick, solid white meat.
Lobsters are a wonderful 
seafood that are not caught 
in the Chesapeake Bay. Wa-
termen do catch lobsters in 
the Atlantic Ocean, miles off 
Ocean City. Back in the day, 
lobsters and crabs were 
thought to be trash food 
that was cheap and not very 
good to eat. Poor folks were 
given lobsters to survive 
on. Pork ribs and livestock 
waste cuts were also con-
sidered food for the “poor 
folk”.
The so-called poor folk were 
also great chefs and pro-
duced ways to make these 
poor meat cuts, and trash 
seafood tasty and desirable. 
Today, lobsters are con-
sidered a “top-shelf” luxury 
food. Pork trimmings have 
become desirable as bris-
ket, scrapple, smoked ribs, 
and sausage, which are now 
premium meats.
The Bay is full of tasty fish. 
The Blue Catfish, rock-
fish, and other thick, white-
fleshed fish can be made 
into “Mock Lobster”. The 
fish can be processed and 
brined to make a tasty chunk 
of Poor Man’s Lobster. 
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I’ve never been a fan of chemical 
sunscreens. Not just because they 
stain clothes, sting your eyes and 
kill coral reefs. But because, in my 
experience, they wash off easily, 
don’t always “work” as advertised, 
and I am always deeply suspicious 
of chemicals on my skin. Cancer 
will do that to you.
I’m a hat-wearing, hide-un-
der-the-Bimini, shade-seeking girl 
and proud of it. Not quite going 
for the lifeguard look with a white 
nose and floppy hat, but when the 
situation calls for that, I might be 
persuaded. 
For years, young moms have pro-
tected their babes with mineral 
sunscreens like Blue Lizard and 
Aveeno. I have not been above 
snitching some for myself.
Current recommendations are 
shifting to mineral sunscreens for 
all of us. These mineral-based fil-
ters—specifically zinc oxide and 
titanium dioxide—are the gold 
standard for marine environments 
because they act as physical 
shields, reflecting UV rays away 
from your skin like tiny mirrors. 
Unlike chemical filters that absorb 
UV radiation and convert it to heat 
inside your skin, mineral blocks sit 
entirely on top of the skin barrier. 
For boaters facing extreme sun, 
heavy wind, and water reflection, 
understanding how these minerals 
work is key to maximizing protec-
tion. 
Zinc Oxide vs. Titanium Dioxide
While both are natural minerals, 
they shield the skin differently:
Zinc Oxide (The Heavy Hitter): 
Provides true broad-spectrum pro-
tection. It is highly effective against 
both UVB rays (which cause sur-
face burning) and UVA rays (the 

deep-penetrating rays responsible 
for premature aging, wrinkles, and 
skin cancer). It is the single most 
critical ingredient for long days on 
open water.
Titanium Dioxide (The Booster): 
Exceptionally strong at blocking 
UVB rays but lacks complete 
coverage against long-wave UVA 
rays. In modern marine skincare, 
it is typically paired alongside zinc 
oxide to boost the total SPF rat-
ing without making the lotion too 
heavy. 
Chemical sunscreens require 20 
minutes to bind to your skin cells 
before working. Mineral filters 
shield you the exact second you 
rub them on, letting you step right 
onto the dock.
Heat Reduction: Because they re-
flect light rather than absorbing it, 
mineral blockers prevent the skin 
from overheating. This reduces the 
risk of heat rash and sun-induced 
flushing while on open water.
No Eye-Sting: Sweat and sea 
spray cause chemical sunscreens 
to run, leading to intense burning 
in your eyes. Pure mineral formu-
las do not blind or sting your eyes 
when you sweat or catch a wave.
Unmatched Photostability: Chem-
ical filters break down and lose 
their strength after direct exposure 
to intense sunlight. Mineral filters 
are highly photostable, maintain-
ing their protective structure much 
longer under intense glare. 
Breakthrough 2026 Mineral Tech-
nologies
Historically, mineral sunscreens 
were chalky, thick, and left a 
ghostly white cast. Advanced for-
mulations have completely solved 
this: Compact & Micronized Par-
ticles: High-end brands like the 

newly launched SkinCeuticals 
Future Mineral UV Defense use ul-
tra-compact mineral particles. This 
allows for a massive 15 percent 
zinc loading that rubs in entirely 
clear with zero heavy residue.
Iron Oxide Additions: Many mod-
ern marine sunscreens now incor-
porate iron oxides. These add a 
subtle, skin-matching tint that elim-
inates the white cast while provid-
ing vital protection against visible 
blue light, which intensifies dark 
spots when reflected off water.
Fluid & Primer Textures: Next-gen 
formulas like Ultra Violette Future 
Fluid behave like lightweight se-
rums, using advanced coatings to 
make zinc glide onto the skin like 
water. 
The Boater’s Eco-Dilemma: “Reef-
Safe” Realities
While mineral sunscreens are 
widely marketed as “reef-safe” 
compared to coral-bleaching 
chemical filters like oxybenzone, 
recent maritime studies highlight 
key nuances.
Non-Nano is Mandatory: You must 
choose Non-Nano Zinc Oxide. 
“Nano” particles are microscopic 
enough to be consumed by marine 
life, whereas non-nano particles 
are large enough to safely sink 
into sediment without harming cor-
al reefs.
Concentration Matters: Emerging 
marine data from 2025/2026 indi-
cates that extreme concentrations 
of zinc oxide wash-off can still tem-
porarily stress confined aquatic 
zones. To counteract this, ocean-
first brands like Raw Elements use 
heavy, wax-based natural binders 
(like beeswax) to ensure the min-
erals stay locked onto your skin in-
stead of melting off into the water. 

MINERAL  
SUNSCREENS  
Aren’t Just For 
Babies Anymore
By Wendy Gilbert

To get sunscreen out 
of clothes, act fast 

by pretreating with a 
grease-cutting dish soap 
(like Dawn) or liquid laun-
dry detergent, rubbing it 
into the stain, and letting 
it sit for 10–15 minutes. 
Rinse with warm water 
and wash, avoiding hot 
water and the dryer until 
the stain is gone, as heat 

sets the oils. 
Best Methods for Sun-

screen Removal
Dish Soap Method 

(Best for Oils): Apply 
Dawn dish soap to the 
stain, rub gently, let sit 
for 10-15 minutes, then 

rinse.
Vinegar Soak (Best for 
Yellow/Orange Stains): 

Mix equal parts white 
vinegar and water. Soak 
the garment for 30–60 
minutes to break down 
rust-like mineral stains.

Degreaser/Spray 
Method: Spray with a 
degreaser (like Elbow 
Grease) or use a stain 
remover like Tide Ultra 
Stain Release to break 
down the sunscreen’s 
hydrophobic barrier.

Oxygen Bleach Soak 
(Whites): Dissolve Oxi-

Clean in warm water and 
soak for 1-2 hours.

Sun Drying: After wash-
ing, air dry the garment in 
the sun, as UV rays can 
act as a natural bleach 
for stubborn residual 

stains
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MOBILE  

DETAILING  

DONE RIGHT 

& ON TIME

IN THE WATER, ON A LIFT, ON A TRAILER,  
AT YOUR HOME OR MARINA  FULLY INSURED

blitzmobiledetailing.com
CALL BLITZ NOW 443-226-7127

Blitz Mobile Detailing& Shrinkwrapping
Boat Repair ShopBaltimore CountyMaryland

Try the creative Chesapeake-inspired 
menu by our new executive chef

 x
M A R I N A   |   R E S T A U R A N T   |   E V E N T S

FREE BEER with 
your first visit   
Just mention this ad

Non-members welcome 
by land or sea
Transient dockage  
with dinner
Open house & live  
music June 13th

Open for 
dinner  
Thurs to Sat

Middle RiverMiddle River

Landing MarinaLanding Marina  

1901 Old Eastern Ave1901 Old Eastern Ave

Essex, MD 21221Essex, MD 21221

Authorized Suzuki Repower CenterAuthorized Suzuki Repower Center

Suzuki Certified MechanicsSuzuki Certified Mechanics

410-686-0771410-686-0771

443-655-3090  
Located At Baltimore Boating Center

2015 Turkey Point Rd, Essex, MD 21221

SHORELINE  
MARINE SERVICES

• Full Mechanical Repairs & Service 
• Full Summer Make Ready

• Fiberglass- Gelcoat Repairs. 
• Insurance Claim Specialists

• Bottom Paint 
(Ask About Our Concierge Service)

• 10% Discount For All Yacht Club Members

BOOK SPRING SERVICES QUICK!
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There is an old saying that has 
recently had a profound impact on my 
life. “ A little bit of knowledge can be 
dangerous!” Don’t know who came up 
with it, but they surely were prophetic. 
As the cost of things skyrockets, charter 
boat operators are becoming more 
and more like farmers. We’re part-
time plumbers, part-time electricians, 
painters, carpenters, fiberglass guys, 
and even wanna be diesel mechanics. 
I’m sure this new trend is not limited to 
farmers and charter boat operators.
Let me start out by defending those 
people that we all assume are making 
a lot of money off our misery and 
laziness. I was trying to replace an 

alternator in my tractor the other day, 
and the companion fan belt. Seems 
simple enough. The problem is that 
since it’s a Kubota, every bolt and nut 
is metric. I spent hours trying to dig 
through my tools and find the proper 
sockets and wrenches. I bought the 
alternator (Magneto) from Amazon to 
save myself $150 and the belt from 
my local shop. After a greasy 2 hours 
and the realization that I was in over 
my head, I called the shop to come and 
pick up the tractor.
And they were more than gracious and 
came and picked it up. They have the 
knowledge and the tools to do it right, 
and a lot quicker than I ever could. I 

was successful in replacing my forward 
float switch the other day in the boat. 
I’m sure my mechanic could have done 
it in 30 minutes. It took me three hours, 
a little blood, and a lot of cursing. 
The only reason I tackled the job is 
my mechanic was busy, and the job 
seemed easy. What I failed to take into 
consideration was that the bilge pump 
and switch are under a little hatch in 
the cabin and share a very small space 
with enough wiring to build a destroyer 
and an inverter charger, as well as 
an 8D battery, you know, the ones 
that weigh a hundred pounds and are 
locked down.
Tuna the Tide Charter Service

Just Another
Day at the Office

By Captain Mark Galasso



JUNE 2026												                   19Happy 22500THAmerica

Whether you are a first time home buyer or need to upsize your current home, 
we have the right tools to make your home buying a fast, easy and enjoyable experience.

This is for informational purposes only. NMLS 512148.This is not a commitment to lend.         Equal Housing Lender.         

Need More Room?
CALL DAVE GROOM!

David Groom
Mortgage Branch Manager

NMLS# 140971
410-382-5101

david.groom@fitzgeraldfinancial.net

Scan to Pre-Quality Today
or visit FitzgeraldFinancial.net/DavidGroom

YOUR TRUSTED 
LOCAL LENDER 

TILLER SALE
Tax Free Delaware
(302) 545-4768
4 Merit Drive
New Castle,  
DE 19720

A motor designed
with a sportsman in mind

Our mid range 4-stroke outboards 
are the lightest weight in their class, 
without sacrificing performance.
The revolutionary design offers a 
lower gear ratio for improved hole 
shot and top end speed.

SKIP TOLLEY 
410-935-7500 CaptainWaterfront.com
7939 Honeygo Blvd. Baltimore, MD 21236

WHEN BUYING OR SELLING  
A BALTIMORE COUNTY WATERFRONT 

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
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Schaefer’s 
Canal House
      By Kimberly Ann

For boaters making their way along the 
historic C&D Canal, few stops feel as 
rewarding as Schaefer’s Canal House 
at 208 Bank Street, Chesapeake City. 
Perfectly positioned on one of the East 
Coast’s most scenic waterways, this 
longtime favorite offers far more than 
a meal at the dock. It delivers the kind 
of waterfront experience that reminds 
you why cruising is as much about the 
stops as it is about the journey.
The setting alone is enough to draw 
a crowd. Overlooking the canal, 
Schaefer’s patio offers breathtaking 
panoramic views of passing boat traffic, 
sparkling water, and some of the most 
beautiful sunsets on the Chesapeake 
corridor. It is the sort of place where 
captains linger over dinner just a little 
longer, and families naturally settle in 
to watch the light change across the 
canal. During the season, the outdoor 
Lighthouse Bar becomes a social hub, 
with live bands and entertainment 
adding energy to the waterfront 
atmosphere. Fire pits beside the bar 
make the evening scene even more 
inviting, creating a comfortable place 
to unwind after a day on the water.
What makes Schaefer’s especially 
appealing to the boating community is 

that it understands boaters’ needs as 
well as it understands hospitality. The 
marina welcomes overnight guests 
and has the capacity to accommodate 
even mega yachts, with ample docking 
space and knowledgeable deckhands 
available to assist with loading and 
offloading. Adding the convenience 
of a fuel stop, Schaefer’s becomes 
more than a restaurant destination; it 
becomes a practical and enjoyable 
port of call.
Of course, the real anchor here is the 
food. Schaefer’s Canal House has 
built a reputation around scrumptious 
seafood dishes that fit the setting 
perfectly. One standout is Schaefer’s 
Seafood Pasta, a generous plate 
featuring jumbo shrimp, lump crab, a 
4-ounce lobster tail, and sea scallops 
tossed in either a creamy Alfredo or 
fresh basil tomato sauce over linguini. It 
is the kind of dish that feels celebratory 
without trying too hard. The C&D 
Jambalaya offers a bolder, heartier 
option, while the restaurant’s famous 
Schaefer’s Crab Cake Sandwich 
remains an Eastern Shore favorite and 
must-try for anyone wanting a classic 
taste of the region.
Schaefer’s also offers thoughtful 

flexibility for guests arriving by land 
or sea. A takeout service on the lower 
level makes it easy to bring dinner back 
to the boat or to enjoy a quiet evening 
at home. For larger gatherings, the 
property features a banquet room 
suitable for private celebrations or 
corporate events, with room for more 
than 200 guests. Supported by highly 
trained staff, the venue combines 
polished service with the easy charm 
of a true waterfront institution.
For those planning a visit, Schaefer’s 
offers s virtual tour on its website, 
giving guests a preview of the views 
and layout before they arrive. But no 
online preview quite captures the full 
appeal of stepping off the dock, taking 
in the canal breeze, and settling in for 
sunset with a plate of seafood and a 
front-row seat to the passing parade of 
boats.
If your cruising plans include the C&D 
Canal, Schaefer’s Canal House is the 
kind of stop that deserves a place on 
the itinerary.
And of course, when you go, let them 
know your friends at Upper Bay 
Boating Magazine sent you.
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BOAT AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

QUICK & EASY LAUNCH

SERVICE DEPARTMENT

WEATHER PROTECTION

PRIME LOCATION

SUNSETHARBORMD.COM

D I F F E R E N C E

GIVE US A CALL!

KEEP YOUR BOAT SAFE AND USE IT WHENEVER YOU NEED!

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E

410-687-7290

SLIPS 
AVAILABLE 
FOR THE 2026 

SEASON!

DEALS 
HAPPENING 

NOW! 

 Full-Service Marina 
with Certified Mechanics 
on duty 7-days a week.  

Call for slip pricing and availability!
HEGER MARINE SERVICES

443-907-2420
Outboard Maintenance And Sales,  
Rerigging, Detailing, Fabrication  

And Installations
Mercury Authorized R3-Power Dealership

5676 S Hawthorne Ave Rock Hall, MD 21661
410-639-2263 | www.rockhallrailway.com

ROCK HALL 
MARINE RAILWAY

Marine Store | Travelifts | Service Buildings
Bottom & Topside Paint & Varnish | Slips

Boat Repairing | Boat Detailing | Fiberglss Repair

Winter Storage  
Inside or Outside!
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If there is one holiday that brings the 
Chesapeake region fully to life, it is 
the Fourth of July. From major harbor 
spectacles to classic hometown pa-
rades and waterfront concerts, the pro-
posed 2026 Independence Day cele-
brations promise a full slate of patriotic 
events for boaters, families, and any-
one looking to spend the holiday near 
the water. Leading the lineup this year 
is the Middle River Fireworks Extrav-
aganza, a celebration set to capture 
special attention as part of America’s 
250th birthday.
The Middle River Fireworks Extrava-
ganza, sponsored by MTABC, stands 
out as one of the most exciting events 
on the calendar. Scheduled for Sat-
urday, July 4th, the celebration is pro-
moted as featuring the highest-shoot-
ing fireworks in the state, making it a 
natural draw for spectators across the 
waterfront. The event is designed with 
the boating community in mind, with 
viewing expected from boats, mari-
nas, yacht clubs, waterfront restau-
rants, and private homes throughout 
the area. A preshow begins at 8:30 
p.m., with fireworks to follow, and one 
of the most modern touches is the 
use of the Pyrocast App, which allows 
spectators to synchronize a personal 
soundtrack to the fireworks display for 
an enhanced viewing experience on 
both land and water. With social media 
updates planned through Facebook 

and Instagram, Middle River appears 
poised to deliver a high-energy, com-
munity-centered celebration with broad 
appeal.
Baltimore is once again expected to 
host a big Fourth of July event at the 
Baltimore Harbor. Centered at the In-
ner Harbor Amphitheater at Pratt and 
Light Street, the event combines live 
entertainment with a major fireworks 
presentation synchronized to patriot-
ic and popular music. The U.S. Navy 
Band is scheduled, setting the stage 
for an evening that can be enjoyed 
from Federal Hill, Harbor East, Fells 
Point, and Canton. Visitors can also el-
evate the experience with a Deck Party 
aboard the USS Constellation or opt 
for one of the Spirit of Baltimore’s July 
4th cruises, both of which offer dramatic 
views of the harbor fireworks.
In Annapolis, tradition remains front 
and center. The city’s renowned Inde-
pendence Day Celebration begins with 
the parade winding from West Street 
through the historic downtown district 
to City Dock. With marching bands, an-
tique vehicles, community groups, and 
a post-parade gathering. Annapolis 
offers the kind of civic celebration that 
feels deeply rooted in local heritage. 
The evening concludes with a fire-
works display launched from a barge in 
Annapolis Harbor, with excellent view-
ing from City Dock, Spa Creek Bridge, 
or from the water itself.

Havre de Grace is planning an espe-
cially meaningful observance tied to 
the nation’s semi-quincentennial. The 
city’s celebration includes a parade 
through its historic streets, a water-
front concert, and fireworks over the 
Chesapeake Bay, creating a full-day 
patriotic program in one of Maryland’s 
most scenic small cities. The area’s 
parks, museums, and waterfront spac-
es should once again make it a favor-
ite for visitors seeking a more classic 
community celebration.
Other Chesapeake destinations are 
also expected to add to the holiday 
energy. Chesapeake Beach plans its 
annual Fireworks Over the Bay, pairing 
family activities with a waterfront show 
visible from the beaches and board-
walk. Kent Narrows and Rock Hall Har-
bor are also part of the regional cele-
bration mix, adding even more options 
for those planning a holiday cruise or 
waterfront getaway. North East’s Sa-
lute to Veterans will be held on the 3rd.
Taken together, these proposed 2026 
celebrations reflect the best of a Ches-
apeake Fourth of July: strong commu-
nity traditions, accessible waterfront 
viewing, and a festive atmosphere that 
feels equally at home on a boat dock, 
a town dock, or a harbor promenade. 
And with Middle River Fireworks Ex-
travaganza leading the way, this year’s 
holiday is shaping up to be one of the 
most memorable in recent memory.

FOURTH OF JULY 
ON THE CHESAPEAKE

Fireworks, Harbor Celebrations, and Waterfront Traditions
By Kimberly Ann
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Download Argo

Simplify Your
Navigation

iOS, Android, and web

Boating the way it should be

Platinum Dealer & Factory Service

114 Carroll Island Rd.
Middle River, MD
410-335-0000

REPOWER
Sales Specials

on Mercury going on

NOW

premiermarinemd.com

Captain John Ellis is an 
avid boating enthusiast with 
over 40 years of boating 
experience on the Sassafras 
River and Chesapeake 
Bay.   Captain John, as he 
is known, was formerly with 
Reynolds Yacht Sales and 
has 15 years of experience 
as a yacht broker. While 
familiar with all types of 
vessels, he specializes in 
trawlers and Chesapeake 
Bay Deadrises, having refit 
two of his own. Captain 

John holds a 50 ton Master's 
license from the US Coast 
Guard and retired from the 
US Coast Guard Auxiliary 
after over 35 years of service 
where he received numerous 
awards & citations.  

Captain John Ellis

Captain John Ellis,
Welcome Parker Yacht Sales team
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS 
TRUST MATTERS MORE

F E A T U R E D  B O A T S

FOR OVER 55 YEARS WE 
HELPED BOATERS ACROSS THE 
GLOBE FIND THE RIGHT BOAT 

FOR THE WAY THEY LIVE

Experience Matters on the Water

Stephen K. Parker - Founder
For over 55 years, Stephen Parker has helped boaters 
find the right vessel for their adventures on the water. 

From fishing boats to cruising yachts and trawlers.

SHELTER COVE MARINA  
230 Riverside Drive, North East, MD 21901

SKIPJACK COVE MARINA 
150 Skipjack Rd, Georgetown, MD 21930 
www.parkersellsboats.com 

443-553-2518

Parker Yacht Sales connects buyers and sellers of  quality boats of  all types throughout the Chesapeake Bay and Beyond.

Scan QR Code for 
Current Inventory!

58ft. Cruisers Yachts 560 
Express 2006

37ft. Rinker Fiesta Vee 342 
2004

34ft. Formula 34  
Performance Cruiser 2000

42ft. Regal 42 Sport Coupe 
2014

35ft. Bayliner 3488  
Motoryacht 2002

34ft. Nordic Tug 32 2007 

41ft. Trojan 400 Express 
Yacht 2000

35ft. Sea Ray Sundancer  
320 2003

30ft. Jeanneau NC 9 2016

24ft. Regal 24 FasDeck 2013

39ft. Mainship 390 Trawler 
2000

35ft. Sea Ray Sundancer 350 
1990

33ft. Monterey 335 Sport 
Yacht 2019

29ft. Chaparral Signature 
270 2004

1986 Cruisers 337

F E A T U R E D  B O A T S

Fishing Boats •  Cruisers •  Yachts •  Trawlers •  Brokerage

Experience Matters on the Water.

2021 Yamaha 252 SD

2004 Chaparral  
Signature 270

1988 Chris Craft 381 Catalina

1992 Blackfin Combi 29

2000 Baha Cruisers  
272 Fisherman

2001 Wellcraft 
2600 Martinique

Serving Boaters Since 1970

31ft. Sea Ray 290 Sundancer 
2007

28ft. Carver Express Special 
Edition 1998

2006 Crownline 235 CCR

31ft. Sea Ray 290 Amberjack 
2006

27ft. Regal 2565 Window 
Express 2006

25ft. Regal Commodore 
2665 2003

1996 Maxum 2400 SCR

26ft. Monterey 278 Ss 2019

25ft. Monterey 258SS Super 
Sport 2019
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Future Patriots  

 Fun On The 
Water!
Happy 250th 

Birthday America!
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701 Washington St., New Castle, DE

302-328-8541
www.almarsoutboards.net

Pricing includes all rebates.

HOURS: Monday - Friday
8am - 5pm

CALL FOR GREAT PRICING ON NEW
& USED MERCURY OUTBOARDS

NO HIDDEN COSTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

ALMARS

All prices good while supplies last!

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE
Very Limited Quantities on New Leftovers Engines with Mercury Warranty!

CALL JACK FOR MOST 
CURRENT INVENTORY  & PRICING!

We Are A Full Service, Premier Mercury Outboard
Repair Center! Let Our Certified Mercury Technicians 

Service Your Mercury Motor Needs!

ATTENTION SAILBOATERS & SMALL BOAT OWNERS
New Leftover Engines with Warranty from Mercury

2021 ........... 3.5ML ................................................. 20”SHAFT ............................. $825.00
2021 ........... 4ML ..................................................... 20” SHAFT .......................... $1,120.00
2022 .......... 5ML PROPANE POWERED ........... 20” SHAFT ......................... $1,350.00
2022 .......... 5M ....................................................... 15” SHAFT .......................... $1,250.00
2021 ........... 2.5M ................................................... 15” SHAFT ............................. $650.00

OTHER NEW LEFTOVERS WITH FULL MERCURY WARRANTY
2021 ....... 350XL WHITE L6 SUPER CHARGED VERADO ................25”SHAFT ......... $18,995.00
2022 ...... 150 CXL 4-STROKE .................................................................25” SHAFT ......... $11,200.00
2023 ...... 350XL WHITE V-10.................................................................25” SHAFT ........$25,000.00
2023 ...... 350XXL WHITE V-10 ..............................................................30” SHAFT ........$25,000.00
2023 ...... 30EL NO POWER TRIM ..........................................................20” SHAFT .......... $3,995.00

- Mercury Dealer Installation Required -

LONG BLOCK POWERHEADS REMANUFACTURED OR NEW FROM MERCURY
R=Reman • 50% + Off • Call for Application Help!

200 EFI ...........................................813043R97 ..........................................................................$2,000.00
200-175 EFI ..................................883600R04 ........................................................................$2,000.00
175 EFI.............................................812817R00 ........................................................................... $1,500.00
225 EFI ...........................................883892R04 .........................................................................$2,000.00
150 EFI ............................................823434R9 ............................................................................. $1,700.00
240 EFI SPORT JET .....................884-858961R30 ............................................................... $1,800.00
115 NEW PH ..................................42110A83 ............................................................................. $1,500.00
175 NEW .........................................812818T89 .......................................................................... $1,500.00
200 NEW 1991.............................812827T97 ........................................................................... $1,000.00
135 NEW ........................................813922A89 ........................................................................... $1,700.00
75-90 FORCE NEW 1998 .........800-818153A62 ................................................................... $800.00
96-98 FORCE4 75 ......................800-818153A51 .................................................................... $800.00

- Installation Is Available -

Many More
Available! 

Almars 1 Year 
Warranty on

All Listed
(Same as Mercury)
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Capta
in Jim

’s...

Capta
in Jim

’s...

The Good  
The Good  

Humor Spot
Humor Spot

Upper Bay
Boating 

Magazine

A woman was found guilty in court of 
a traffic violation, and when asked for 
her occupation, she said she was a 
school teacher. The judge rose from 
the bench and said, “Ma’am, I have 
waited years for a school teacher to 
appear before this court.” “Why is that, 
Your Honor?” asked the teacher. The 
judge smiled with delight and said, “I’m 

That's a clever bit of "wetware" wordplay! I guess 
that means the average person is 40% Artificial 
Intelligence and 60% Biological Real Nonsense. 
Does that mean when we have a "brain fart," it's 
actually just a system update failing to install?

THE BRAIN IS 40% AI.
THE REST IS BRN.

	 	 A seven-year-old girl 
tells her mom, 
“Little Johnny 

asked me to play 
doctor today.”​

“Oh, dear,” the mother 
says nervously. “What 
happened, honey?”
And the 
little girl 

says, “Not much. 
He made me sit 
in a chair for 45 
minutes and then 
double-billed the 
insurance company.”

ALL newborns look  
like W.C. Fields.

YOU HAVE 
NO NEW 

MESSAGES

A pizza walks into a bar.
The bartender says, “Sorry, 
we don’t serve food here.”

going to need you to sit down at that 
table and write ‘I will not run a red light’ 
500 times.”
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This guy just spins the 
earth until his destination 

arrives at his location!

Siblings must own 
these boats...
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Boating Safety Certificate: Anyone 
born on or after July 1, 1972, must carry 
a valid Certificate of Boating Safety Ed-
ucation when operating any mechani-
cally propelled vessel.
Vessel Number Certificate: The phys-
ical pocket-sized registration card must 
be on board the vessel at all times.
Registration Decals: Current regis-
tration numbers and validation decals 
must be correctly displayed on both 
sides of the forward half of the hull. 
Personal Flotation Devices (PFD)
Wearable Life Jackets: One US-
CG-approved wearable PFD (Type I, 
II, III, or V) is required for every single 
person on board, and they must be re-
moved from plastic wrapping and read-
ily accessible.
Throwable Cushion: If your boat is 
16 feet or longer, you must also car-
ry at least one Type IV throwable de-
vice (cushion or ring buoy) close to the 
steering station.
Children Under 13: Must wear a prop-
erly fitted life jacket at all times while 
underway on any vessel under 21 feet 
in length.
Children Under 4: Must wear a spe-
cialized PFD outfitted with a headrest, 
high collar, web grab-handle, and a 
crotch strap.
Inflatable PFDs: Are only counted to-
ward your legal minimum inventory if 
they are actively worn and the wearer 
is at least 16 years old. 
VESSEL MECHANICAL &  
OPERATIONAL GEAR
Fire Extinguishers: At least one ma-
rine-rated, fully charged Type B-I fire 
extinguisher must be kept in an acces-
sible location.
Engine Cut-Off Switch (ECOS): An 
ignition safety switch link or lanyard is 
mandatory on recreational boats under 
26 feet when operating on plane.
Backfire Flame Arrestor: Required for 
all inboard gasoline engines.
Sound Producing Device: A working 
mechanical horn, whistle, or bell capa-
ble of producing an efficient signal to 
alert other vessels in low visibility.
Visual Distress Signals (VDS): Day 
and night distress signals (such as 3 
current, unexpired marine flares or an 
approved electronic distress light) are 
required when operating on coastal/tid-
al waters like the Chesapeake.

Get Your Boat Inspection Ready
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UNDER NEW 
OWNERSHIP!

Now Owned & Operated 
by the Cianelli Family...
who currently own and 

operate Flying Point Marina, 
The Island at Flying Point 

Marina, and Cianelli Marine  
Construction, Inc.

Summer & Winter Slip and Land Storage
Full Service Maintenance With Certified Technicians

Saltwater Pool on Premises 

McDaniel Yacht Basin
Ask About Our  

Summer Rates

15 Grandview Ave. North East, MD  
 443-900-3675 | mcdanielnortheast@gmail.com

“Sheltered Harbor on the Sassafras”
LAUNCHING RAMP OPEN 24HRS.

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Monday thru Friday 9am - 4pm

IN SEASON OPEN
 7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM - 4PM

Duffy 
Creek 
Marina

20 Duffy Creek Rd. 
Georgetown, MD
410-275-2141

duffy@duffycreek
marina.com

Bring your family, let’s go boating!

Quality 
Service For 

Over 65 
Years! 

Sales and Service
www.mallardmarineservices.com

49 Artisan Drive Smyrna, DE 19977
(302) 389-0100

WWW.CARLISLESMARINE.COM

SALE PRICE
$26,890 

plus freight and prep.

2026 
TRACKER®

2026 Tracker  
Pro Team 175  
w/ Mercury 75 Hp & Trailer. 

NORTH POINT  
Marina & Motel
Discover North 
Point Marina — 
your front row 

seat to the Ches-
apeake Bay. We 
welcome boaters 
and travelers with 
modern amenities, 
hometown charm, 
and a waterfront 
experience you’ll 
never forget.

5639 Walnut St. Rock Hall, MD 21620
410-639-2907 northpointmarina.net

Visit Us At:northpointmarina.netFor a full list of the great amenities we offer!
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                      W
e Do It

 All a
nd 

mo
re!

BERNIES
AUTOMOTIVE

FOR ALL YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE

NEEDS BRING IT TO

BERNIES! 

Call for Details

410.780.4707
601 D Back River Neck Road

Essex, MD 21221
berniesautomotive@verizon.net

Accepts all major credit cards

COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK

SERVICE

Do ItItI AlAlA llll anana dndn

AUTOMOTIVE
COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK

SERVICE

Fun For The Entire Family

410.335.3553 | BowleysMarina.com
Located At The Mouth Of Middle River

Seasonal Slips For Boats Up To 25’

Slips For Sale and Lease
Annual Slips 25’ to 70’ - Fixed and Floating

Annual Slips include Winter Storage

• Pool • New Restrooms • Clubhouse & Bar
• Gazebos • Grills • Fire Pits • Ample Parking

GET YOUR CAPTAIN’S LICENSE 
IN A SMALL CLASSROOM SETTING.

We are a family owned & operated,  
USCG approved school since 1980.

 Putting 1000’s of captains on the water.

Contact Captain Paul Soltis, Master 100 Ton
717-329-9955 | Email: nauticalcapt2@gmail.com

Classes conveniently located in Stansbury Marina, Middle River 

2026 Classes Now Forming
Class Size Limited

Nautical Academics
Captains School

GOT A BOAT? NEED CARPET?
Luxury Marine Vinyl Flooring | Galley Runners | Snap-in Cockpit Carpet 

Full Galley Cover | Swim Platforms| Interior Custom Carpet Replacement

JUST IN TIME FOR SAVINGS! 
CALL NOW! 

CALL BONITA RILEY 443-253-2998
INTEGRITY FIRST FLOORS

KWICKY 
CUSTOMS

located at Safe Harbor Marina 
in Bowley’s Quarters.  

Boats up to 45’
Lift Services 

& Drive Up Options.  
Expert Fiberglass & 
Gelcoat Repairs & 
Painting Services.  

Call Us Today!
410.937.2384

kwickeycustoms.com

443-966-5968

BRADLEY BAXTER Owner
Professional Photography and Videography

Licensed Drone Pilot
Sport Fishing Media Coverage

Real Estate & Commercial Media
Construction Progress Monitoring



Oliver 
He is a boat enthusiast and loves boating!  
Getting ready for the 2026 voting season

Hank
Runs a tight ship!

Lulu Belle 
greatest boat dog EVER!

Upper 
Bay 
Boating
Magazine  
welcomes  
pictures of 
your boat, 
boat dog, 
family & 
friends having 
a good time 
on the bay.
Also, if you 
are a writer, 
please get in 
touch with us 
- you may  
become a 
regular  
columnist.
The 
Viking38 
@gmail.
com

Boat Boat 
  Dog  Dog

Bailey  
Our beloved Brittany Boat Dog. She loves to 

float in Daffodil on the Sassafrass River.

Thompson 
on the Magothy
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AT SUMMER
HIGH

Living the dream! Wait thats not Middle River! Kelly Dicara | Lovin boat life! | Bay Fishing. Cielo Jane | Taking your granddaughter for a boat ride. Donna Jankiewicz 
Rachel Novak Jeep | Woodwind Annapolis Rachel Novak | One wrong wave from becoming a swim team! Michele Baugher Koenig
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Mention this ad  

GET $50 OFF 
Limited time offer.

COTTON THOMAS
CALVERT 16

The small boat with 
BIG PERFORMANCE!
Pricing starts at $16,400*
*Price listed is for hull only. Custom options/
accessories, engines and trailers are extra.

302-841-5293
MispillionMarine.com

BOAT REPOWER WITH TOHATSU! 
Contact us for a FREE quote on 
re-powering your boat with a 5-year
warrantied Tohatsu Marine Engine!

Boat Parts / Accessories | Boat Maintenance
Winterizing | Custom Fiberglass/Aluminum
Upgrade and Accessory Installs

Dale’s Cans Custom Containers
Texts / Calls 443-938-0616  

dalescans21@gmail.com | www.dalescans.com
10801 Philadelphia Rd. White Marsh, MD 21162

DALE’S CANS
CUSTOM CONTAINERS
CONTAINERS USES

Man Cave - She Shed
Job Sites - Office - Live In
Garage - Food Station

Retail Shop - Personal Design
CUSTOM OPTIONS
Doors - Windows - HVAC
Electric - Separate Rooms
Paneling - Trim - Flooring
Lighting - Bathroom 
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There is a certain kind of 
music that just belongs near 
the water. It sounds better 
with a breeze coming off 
the river, a  pair  of flip-flops 
by the dock, and a few 
boats rocking gently in the 
background. For  Essex-
based singer-songwriter 

T. J. Mullen, better known 
as  Guitardog,  that feeling 
is not just a mood. It is the 
foundation of his music. 
Mullen writes songs about 
the place he knows best: 
life on the water  by the 
Chesapeake Bay. His music 
is rooted in the waterfront 

community he calls home, 
but he believes the themes 
reach much farther than his 
own backyard. Songs about 
simple pleasures, local 
places, good people, and the 
pull of the water have a way 
of  connecting  with anyone 
who has ever felt at home 

near a shoreline. 
Before becoming Guitardog, 
Mullen got his start in 
music as a drummer in 
high school, playing in 
a  contemporary  Christian 
band. That experience 
eventually led to touring and 
exposed him to strong 

GUITARDOG  

TJ Mullen aka @guitardog is an Essex, MD 
based singer-songwriter, live music curator 
and open mic host.

Bringing Waterfront 
Songs to Essex  
and Beyond 
By Kimberly Ann 

Boats, Bands, and Beverages



42												                 Upper Bay Boating

songwriters who made  a 
lasting impression. He 
learned early that a well-
written song has power. 
It can move people, bring 
back memories, and create 
a sense of connection 
between the person singing 
and the people listening. 
Like many creative 
journeys, it is never a straight 
line, and after falling to the 
wayside for a bit, his musical 
journey  rekindled  during 
COVID. With extra time 
on his hands, Mullen 
picked up an old acoustic 
guitar and decided to 
learn to play. He started 
with YouTube lessons, 
then continued with formal 
instruction at Stages Music 
Arts  in  Cockeysville  after 
restrictions lifted. What 
began as a personal 
challenge soon turned into 
something much more. 
As Mullen grew more 

comfortable with the guitar, 
he began performing at 
open mic nights. Eventually, 
he approached Charly’s 
Waterfront  in Essex  with 
an idea to start open mic 
events there. The nights 
quickly became a hit, 
drawing good crowds and 
giving new musicians a 
welcoming place to gain 
experience performing live. 
Mullen  became  the curator 
of Charly’s Waterfront’s live 
music scene and is proud of 
the community connections 
he has helped to rebuild 
after the isolation of COVID. 
Live music nights are just on 
a different level  than online 
Zoom Jams. 
That community connection 
will continue this summer 
with Guitardog’s residency at 
Charly’s Waterfront, where 
he will be playing every 
first Thursday and second 
Wednesday from 5 to 7 p.m. 

through the summer. It is the 
kind of setting that fits his 
music  perfectly: waterfront 
views, familiar faces, cold 
drinks, and songs that feel 
made for the dock. 
Mullen describes his sound 
as a mix of Jimmy Buffett 
and Kenny Chesney 
vibes with a little bit of John 
Prine’s storytelling, and that 
comparison makes sense. 
His songs carry a relaxed 
coastal energy, but they are 
also personal and local. His 
inspiration is right outside 
his door. Living on the water 
means he does not have to 
look far for ideas. The tides, 
boats, neighbors, sunsets, 
and everyday rhythm of 
waterfront life all find their 
way to his writing.  
One of his  best-
known  songs, “Flip Flops 
Will Do,” was recorded at 
Chuck DeFontes’ studio and 
quickly became a favorite 

among listeners. Today, it 
serves as the closing song 
for  many  of  his live sets, 
often with people singing 
along. For Mullen, that is 
one of the best parts of 
performing. 
He especially loves playing 
from the back  of his  boat, 
watching paddleboarders 
and kayakers pull up to 
listen. It is a scene that 
feels like a perfect summary 
of  Guitardog’s  music: local, 
relaxed, welcoming, and 
completely tied to life on the 
water. 
You can find  Guitardog  on 
Spotify at  Guitardog, 
on Instagram at @
guitardog, on Facebook 
at  Guitardog  Music,  at 
Stages Music Arts 
where  he’s  now the Open 
Mic host,  and of course at 
Charly’s Waterfront.

GUITARDOG  
  ...Continued

Boats, Bands, and Beverages
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21085 Tolchester Beach Rd Chestertown, MD 21620 | 410-778-1400

Visit www.tolchestermarina.com  
for all our Entertainment Information!

6/5 Outta Toon 7 - 11PM
6/6 A Classic Case 1 - 5PM | Common Man Project 7 - 11PM
6/7 Faded Image 1 - 5PM
6/12 Studio 31 7 - 11PM
6/13 Chris & Chris 1 - 5PM | 21 Sundays 7 - 11PM
6/14 Byrd Dog Wheeler & The Road Kings 1 - 5PM
6/19 Samantha’s Duo 7 - 11PM 
6/20 Sons of Pirates 1 - 5PM | Mark Bray & The Steel Soul 
Cowboys 7 - 11PM
6/21 Chris Sacks Band 1 - 5PM
6/26 Tres Hombres 7 - 11PM
6/27 Southland 1 - 5PM | Crushing Day 7 - 11PM
6/28 Faded Image 1 - 5PM

June’s Music Lineup!

Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 4pm-10pm | Friday  3pm-11pm | Saturday 11:30am-11pm | Sunday 11:30am-10pm

Enjoy Award-Winning Lobster Rolls,  
A Full Bar, And Our Dog-Friendly Marina. 
Spend The Day With Paddle Boarding, 
Boating, Or Relax With Lawn Games  

In Our Spacious Courtyard.

Middle River BOAT RENTALS & CHARTERS 
NOW OPEN @ CHARLY’S & LOONASEA  
Call Captain Jim High 410-404-3013

2015 Turkey Point RD Essex, 21221
events@charlyswaterfront.com (443) 234-3350

Check Us Out on Facebook for our live music series

YOU’LL WANT TO COME HUNGRY! 
Oh, and bring your paw pal!

Music Series

Boats, Bands, and Beverages
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JUNEJUNEJUNE
6 Alter Ego 7-11pm6 Alter Ego 7-11pm

14 DJ Korey w/K 2-6pm14 DJ Korey w/K 2-6pm  
19 Love Hate Mixtape 7-11pm19 Love Hate Mixtape 7-11pm

27 Loveboat YR 7-11pm27 Loveboat YR 7-11pm

6 Alter Ego 7-11pm
14 DJ Korey w/K 2-6pm 

19 Love Hate Mixtape 7-11pm
27 Loveboat YR 7-11pm

JULYJULYJULY
3 Oracle3 Oracle    7-11pm7-11pm  

4 Anton Plays Music 2-6pm4 Anton Plays Music 2-6pm

5 Vertigo Red 5-9pm5 Vertigo Red 5-9pm

11 Justin Taylor Band 7-11pm11 Justin Taylor Band 7-11pm

17 Radio Stranger 7-11pm17 Radio Stranger 7-11pm

19 Alter Ego 5-9pm19 Alter Ego 5-9pm

26 Event Horizon 5-9pm26 Event Horizon 5-9pm  

3 Oracle  7-11pm 
4 Anton Plays Music 2-6pm

5 Vertigo Red 5-9pm
11 Justin Taylor Band 7-11pm

17 Radio Stranger 7-11pm
19 Alter Ego 5-9pm

26 Event Horizon 5-9pm 

900 Baltimore Yacht Club Road, Essex MD
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ENTERTAINMENT SHOWTIMES
ACOUSTIC  Monday & Thursday 5pm - 9pm
SHOWS Friday 3pm - 7pm & 8pm - 12am

Saturday 4pm - 8pm & 8pm - 12am
Sunday 12pm - 4pm & 5pm - 9pm

NOW OPEN  
@ LOONASEA & CHARLY’S

Call  
CAPTAIN 
JIM HIGH

410-404-3013

207 Nanticoke Rd, Essex | loonaseamd.com (443) 505-8895

800 Chester Road, Middle River, MD
(410) 335-8613 

bowleysonthebay.com

Join us for an amazing lineup of live music,  
waterfront views, and great vibes

Wed. 6/3  | 6-9pm Mack and Slim
Fri. 6/5  | 6-10pm Remains of Radio
Sat. 6/6  | 6-10pm Rescue Party
Sun. 6/7  | 3-6pm Speakers of the House
Fri. 6/12  | 6-10pm Out of Time
Sat. 6/13 | 6-9pm The 8-trax
Sun. 6/14  | 4-8pm Black Orchid
Sat. 6/20  | 6-10pm Spellbound 

Sun. 6/21  | 12-3pm Mark Alan | 4-8pm Kaleidoscope
Sat. 6/27  | 6-10pm FireKite
Sun. 6/28  |4-8pm Back In Time

Watch World Cup 
& Blue Angels Week 6/21-6/28 
HERE ALL DAY EVERY DAY!

i.am.guitardog@gmail.com

LIVE ACOUSTIC MUSIC-- COASTAL VIBES
• Dock Bars
• Music Venues
• Marinas
• Yacht  Clubs
• On Board
• Special Events

Boats, Bands, and Beverages
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Indoor Dining Please check in for seating upon arrival. Outdoor Dining Weather permitting!   
Friendly leashed dogs area. ONLY Service-dogs with vests permitted indoors.Tiki bar open year-round! Friday @3pm Saturday & Sunday @12pm

HARDYACHT.COM

MON. 6/1 Karaoke Night 6-9pm
WED. 6/3 Jim Lewis 6-9pm
THUR. 6/4 Keith & Chuck  6-9pm
FRI. 6/5 Cashed Chord 6-10pm
SAT. 6/6 TBD 1-4pm
Ryzing Son 6-10pm
SUN. 6/7 Heavy Soul 1-5pm
WED. 6/10 Nicky Stacy 6-9pm
THURS. 6/11 SILENT TALE 6-9pm
FRI. 6/12 Ashley Marie Duo 6-10pm
SAT. 6/13 Mike on Steel Drums 1-4pm
Dan Ingham duo 6-10pm
SUN 6/14 Scott Spivey 1-5pm

JUNE MUSIC LINE-UP
WED. 6/17 Blue Manchu 6-9pm
THURS. 6/18 Ray Wroten 6-9pm
FRI. 6/19 Anthony Broccolina 6-10pm
SAT. 6/20 Cooper Wade 1-5pm
Joe and Travis 6-10pm
SUN. 6/21 Tim the Piano Man 1-5pm
WED. 6/24 GG’s 6-9pm
THURS. 6/25 Wesley Spangler  
Duo 6-9pm
FRI. 6/26 Cool Change 6-10pm
SAT. 6/27 Brody TBD 1-5pm
Alaina Christine 6-10pm
SUN. 6/28 Michael Waskey 1-5pm

“Just north of Key West” in Dundalk, MD
Open daily 6:30am-10pm (11pm Fri & Sat)

@ ANCHOR BAY EAST MARINA  (443) 348-9998

80 & 25
Ton Lifts

A FULL SERVICE MARINA & BOATYARD ON BEAR CREEK 410-431-1736  
Fuel Dock & Pumpout Station | Onsite amenities include: 24 Hour Emergency Service • Security System in the Marina • Restaurant and Tiki Bar • Heat/AC Bathrooms 

• Private Showers & Laundry • Free Wi-Fi • Ship Store • Ice • PET FRIENDLY, Pet Walk Area  • Marine Sanitation Pump-Out Facility • Packaged Goods

www.anchorbayeastmarina.com

Boats, Bands, and Beverages
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THE UPPER BAY’S BEST SELECTION OF BOATS

BUILT TO LASTBUILT TO LAST

448 MAULDIN AVE
NORTH EAST, MD 21901

410-287-8280

View Our Current Inventory at: WWW.ANCHORBOAT.COM
Whether it’s for fishing, water skiing, or a day of cruising with the family,

Anchor Boats has new and pre-owned boats to fit your needs and your budget.
Call today or visit our large indoor heated showroom, open 7 days a week!

➣   High & Dry Boat Storage   ➣   General Boat Repairs   ➣   Parts & Service


