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100 Bourbon Street 
Havre de Grace, MD  

1-800-960-TIDE 
www.TidewaterMarina.com

• Hi & Dri Boatel 
• Fresh Water Deep Slips  
• Comprehensive Service 
• Marine Supplies & Accessories

Full Service Marina in Historic Havre de Grace!
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www.RiveRsideMaRine.coM  •  sales@RiveRsideBoats.coM

600 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
ESSEX, MD 21221

410.686.1500

2023 Sportsman Open 212 CC ........$74,995

2023 Key West 219 FS ..................$69,995

2022 Bayliner VR4 Bowrider OB ......$31,995

sales • seRvice • PaRts • MaRina

eleMent seRies BowRideR seRies

tRoPhy Fishing 18’ -24’vR & deck seRiestRoPhy Pilothouse 23’ - 25’

good selection of Pre-owned Boats in stock 21’ - 35’
heRitage seRies 21’ - 26’ oPen seRies 21’ - 35’ MasteRs seRies 20’ - 26’

oPen - heRitage - MasteRs

2020 Bayliner VR6 Bowrider OB ......$37,995

2022 Bayliner Trophy T24CC ...........$69,995 

2017 Sportsman Open 252 CC ........$94,000

2017 Century 2600 CC ..................$99,995 

2018 Sportsman Open 312 CC ......$177,995

2024 Stamas 320 Express .............$74,995

test Ride youR FavoRite Boat at RiveRside MaRine  
call today For your demo Ride appointment!
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Marinating Marinating withwith  Jim HighJim High

THE DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

This is the Valeriepieris Circle. More people live inside this cir-
cle than outside of it. In 2013 a Texas ESL teacher named Ken 
Myers took a trip to bustling Manila. As this trip continued, he 
noticed the density of the Asian population was very different and 
a lot denser. When the trip was over, he decided to do a study of 
how small the circle would be if he put more population into the 
smallest circle than the rest of the planet. After a lot of tweaking 
and changing this is what he came up with. The smallest circle 
with the most people. Think about this! I think it's incredible to 
think about. India, China, Japan, the Koreas, Micronesia, Viet 
Nam, Philippines, Loas, Thailand, Tiawan Mongolia, and Singa-

pore! (Plus a few others)

Well, we have officially made it to 
the Dog Days of Summer. Over the 
years we have featured many dogs 
in Upper Bay Boating Magazine. I 
figured the Dog Days of Summer 
must be about all the happy dogs 
going out boating, but somehow, I 
doubted it. So, I delved into what 
the Dog Days of Summer really are. 
And I was astounded to learn how 
the term goes back to SiriusXM, as-

tronomy, ancient Greece, the Greek 
Gods, and Al Pacino! No, really, Al 
Pacino in a 1970s movie.

“Historically, they were the pe-
riod following the heliacal rising 
of the star system Sirius (known 
colloquially as the "Dog Star"), 
which Hellenistic astrology con-
nected with heat, drought, sudden 
thunderstorms, lethargy, fever, 
mad dogs, and bad luck. They are 

now taken to be the hottest, most 
uncomfortable part of summer in 
the Northern Hemisphere.” Excerpt 
from Wikipedia. To learn more 
about The Dog Days of Summer 
and the star Sirius go to Wikipedia.

I'm glad we have the Dog Days of 
Summer. In the winter I head south 
for the Cat Nights of Winter… some-
where in the Florida Keys, like I am 
fur sure!

So, I was at my family's fourth of July Party with Tim and 
Brenda. I saw one of our little ones on a kayak with his dad. I 
suddenly remembered the first time I operated a boat alone 
and steered the wheel and all. I remembered where I was 
and thought I was probably 4 years old at the time. Then I 
looked around and realized that almost everybody at the 
party also remembered their first boat ride that they were 
by themselves and got to steer the wheel. The strange thing 
is we were all in the exact same place, about the same age 

and pretty much on the same exact boats!
FOR THE ANSWER TURN TO PAGE 37

I was at a party the other day 
when my buddy Mickey A. said this 
winter he was heading south! He 
was packing up, loading his “new 
to him” sailboat, and was going to 
cross the Equator. Another friend of 
mine, a Non-Boating Human or NBH, 
explained that that sounded very 
dangerous to her. Mickey, much to my 
surprise answered the NBH…. “You're 
right I could be swept off the deck 

and drowned, but in the meantime, 
I’m going to be enjoying nature, fish-
ing, people, towns, snorkeling, scuba, 
the ocean, and things I’ve never seen. 
While you are going to be driving 
down I-95 to the city to your office 
where you may experience shoot-
ings, muggings, traffic, pollution and 
possibly having an 18-wheeled truck 
run you over. I think I will take my 
chances!”

Just a reminder that the Pirates and 
Wenches Weekend is coming up in 
Rock Hall from August 9 through Au-
gust 11h. I hope everybody has plans 
to come down to this Chit Show!

I have always wondered what it 
was about Hollywood Disney Movie 
pirates that caused them to lose at 
least one leg like Peg Pete. Or lose a 
hand like Captain Hook? Or… an Eye 
Patch? Historically the eye patch had 
one of three purposes. One.  Because 

the pirate actually lost an eye. Two. 
The pirate was drunk and seeing dou-
ble. Three. It was so hot it was used as 
a banana hammock – maybe.

Perhaps the best use of an eye 
patch was for going from one bright 
deck to a lower dark deck and switch-
ing eyes so the pupil was already di-
lated! Ummm, probably not, ha,ha!

Finally, to Madam Machete! Hope 
you and Richie have a great Sum-
mARRRR!!!

Speaking of Heading South… How the NBH’s Feel

Pirates, Wenches, Hand hooks, Peg Legs, Eye Patches  
and Madam Machete!
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By Wendy Gilbert 
Contributing Editor

HYDRATE
I know, we’ve heard this one before, but it 

bears repeating. Drink your darned water! Any 
kind of water – fizzy, still, fitness, protein, vita-
min – you name it, you drink it!

KEEP IT COOL
Bring a cooler (or two) as there is no sub-

stitute for ice on a screaming hot summer day.

EAT LIGHTLY
Or at least break your meals up. Too much 

heavy food on a hot day has a way of curdling 
most uncomfortably.

MIST
Install a misting station or stations. Some-

thing in between those hand-held contraptions 
and an industrial misting fan will do the trick.

SPLASH
Get some water up on the deck and cool 

the surface.

DRESS FOR THE OCCASION
Exactly. Hats, sunglasses, and your best 

sun-blocking performance clothing. 

COOLING TOWELS
I’ll admit I was skeptical at first, but these 

things are wonderful. A little moisture, a quick 
smack and boom! Instant comfort.

WIND FUNNEL
Keeping the boat cabin cool can be chal-

lenging on sunny summer days. With all the 
humidity and heat, the compartments down 
below can become muggy and miserable. To 
keep your boat cabin cool, use a wind funnel 
to help increase airflow below deck. A wind 
funnel, also called a windsock or wind director, 
can be attached to your boat’s hatch to direct 
the cool breeze down the open hatch. Wind 
funnels work especially well while anchored 
and are perfect for cooling down the cabin 
while you sleep.

BIMINI
If your boat can be outfitted with one, get 

one! Parasols will not cut it.

ALCOHOL
Keep it light as well. Those light brews can 

go down very easily on a hot mid-summer day, 
but like so many good things, these too must 
be consumed with caution.

10 Ways 

TO BEAT THE 
HEAT ON 
YOUR BOAT

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10



Visit Rudy Marine’s during our Holiday Sales Event!  
Blowout Pricing On Leftovers & Closeouts!  

When They’re Gone - They’re Gone!

Blowout Pricing On Leftovers & Closeouts!  
When They’re Gone - They’re Gone!

NO SALES TAX in DELAWARE

302-945-2254
All Previous Purchases are Excluded

32606 DuPont Blvd
Dagsboro, DE 19939

SuNChASER PONTOONS! BENTLEy PONTOONS! 

WAR EAGLE FiSh AND CRAB BOATS 
POWERED By yAmAhA!JEANNEAu CRuiSERS!

LeftOver BLOwOut

Super SaLe

3.99% APR Financing 
 Available on Yamaha Outboards 

Expires August 31st
0% down  
financing 

available on 
outboards

DELAWARE HAS

NO SALES TAX!

Rudy Marine  
Is Renowned For 

Expert Engine 
Rigging Services
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I have a terrible habit of kickstarting big proj-
ects and starting good habits only to falter 
shortly after an energized start.
To improve in this area, I’ve gone overboard to 

learn all about SMART goals, goal stacking, mi-
cro habits, and the like. And believe me, there 
is “the like” in this subject area!
It’s all rather fascinating.
My first and perhaps most memorable attempt 

at something like this was a good 12 or so years 
ago when Couch to 5K first hit the scene.
Never much for running (these long legs prefer 

walking) I thought I’d give it a try. As I’ve said 
many times before, “they don’t call me Trendy 
Wendy for nothing”.
If folks are going from the sofa to running 5Ks 

with little effort over 6 weeks, surely, I can join 

them?
The first few days were as advertised, reason-

ably easy and achievable. Somewhere around 
the beginning of week 3, I’d had enough. The 
weather turned hot, my interest flagged and my 
shins said, “For Pete’s sake Wendy, give it a 
rest!”
Sometime after that, I discovered Bullet Jour-

naling. Surely, this was right down my alley. 
And indeed, it was. I loved all this tracking and 
list-making. Then it was Art Journaling, Smash 
Journaling – pretty much anything but Journal 
Journaling. I suppose that’s old-fashioned?
Then came Covid and my schedule was sud-

denly this side of empty.  I didn’t have much to 
keep track of. There were very few excursions 
to document and with a bubble of two people, 

not much to fill in all that lovely activities space.
During the off-season, I like to play around 

with both arts and crafts. Making quilts is one 
of my favorite wintertime endeavors. Trust me, 
there are lots of BOMs and similar challenges 
online. BOM is short for “block of the month” but 
as I have never finished one in 10 years, I tend 
to refer to them as bombs.
After a block or two …. I’m just done. They are 

too difficult, too boring or I have simply fallen 
behind and in my journal that equals a failure.
There is some hope for me yet as the Olym-

pics start soon. Those athletes are so tena-
cious, that I usually find their stories and disci-
pline inspiring. Is one of them inspiring enough 
to help me focus? We’ll see and undoubtedly I 
will document the effort.

How Smart Are Your SMART Goals?
By Wendy Gilbert
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CONTACT US TODAY! Shelter Cove Yacht Basin 230 Riverside Drive, North East, MD 21901 
www.parkersellsboats.com 443-553-2518 

List Your Boat With Us 
Today, Our Inventory 

is Selling Fast!

1996 Sea Ray 
Sundancer 250 

7.4 Merc Bravo 1 
$14,200    

1978 Fisher 
25’  Motorsailer 
22 HP Yanmar 

Well Maintained 
& Many 

Upgrades 
$24,800

2015 Robalo 
R305 Walkaround 

t/ 300 Yamaha’s 
low hours $ 

173,350

Donzi 234
 Sportdeck 23’  

1998  Mercruiser 
I/O   

$11,800

Yamaha SX 
230 23’ 2006 

w/ 2013 
Shorlander 

trailer 
$23,225

99 Maxum
SCR Cruiser 

5.7 Merc 
$11,900

2021 
Yamaha 

252 SD Jet  
$83,500

2006 Larson 
228 LXI Bowrider  
5.0 Volvo only 90 

hours $19,375

274 Chaparral 
Sunesta  

Deckboat 2005 
5.7 Volvo 
& Trailer 
$33,200

Regal  
Commodore 

2960 28’ 2000  
Twin Volvo  
4.3 GLSX  

$15,300



 12                 Upper Bay Boating

T H E  D E E P E S T  B O N D S
S T A R T  A T  T H E  S U R F A C E

FSH®  SERIES | YAMAHABOATS.COM

This document contains many of Yamaha’s valuable trademarks. It may also contain trademarks belonging to other companies. Any references to 
other companies or their products are for identification purposes only, and are not intended to be an endorsement. Follow instructional materials and 
obey all laws. Ride responsibility, wearing protective apparel and USCG-approved personal flotation device. Always drive within your capabilities, 
allowing time and distance for maneuvering, and respect others around you. Never drink and ride. 
©2022 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved

T H E  D E E P E S T  B O N D S
S T A R T  A T  T H E  S U R F A C E

FSH®  SERIES | YAMAHABOATS.COM

This document contains many of Yamaha’s valuable trademarks. It may also contain trademarks belonging to other companies. Any references to 
other companies or their products are for identification purposes only, and are not intended to be an endorsement. Follow instructional materials and 
obey all laws. Ride responsibility, wearing protective apparel and USCG-approved personal flotation device. Always drive within your capabilities, 
allowing time and distance for maneuvering, and respect others around you. Never drink and ride. 
©2022 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved

825 BOWLEYS QUARTERS RD. MIDDLE RIVER, MD 21220 | 410.335.6200 | www.beaconlightmarina.com

RED HOT 
SUMMER SALE!
BIG SAVINGS 

ON ALL
IN STOCK 
BOATS!!
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www.SassafrasHarborMarina.com 
shmarina@sassafrasharbormarina.com 

2 George St.  Georgetown, MD   21930 
      410-275-1144 

   25’ Tri Toon Summer Breeze 
      Mercury 115 HP  2011 
                   $29,500 

30’ Chaparral 290 Signature ‘05 
Volvo Penta 5.0 GXI 270 HP 
                   $ 42,900 

shmys@sassafrasharbormarina.com    www.sassafrasharbormarina.com   
Yacht Sales ~  ~ 1 George St. Georgetown, MD 21930 

 

27’ Formula 27 PC  ‘01 
Merc 5.7 EFI, New SEI 

$37,500 

39’ Carver CPMY    ‘93 
Volvo V6 Engine 

$49,500 

43’ Silverton Motor Yacht 39 ‘06 
Crusader  8.1 , Kohler Gen E5 

$169,500 

20’ Sunbird Corsair 205 SL ‘92 
5.0 L Engine 

$4,900 

34’ Formula 34 PC   “00 
T MerCruiser Brava III 

$62,500 

 

32’ Four Winds Vista Cruiser ‘05 
        Clean, Well Maintained 
            $65,000 or best offer 

33’ Sea Ray Sundancer 300  
T MerCruiser 300 HP 2006 
                  $69,900 

  23’ Cobalt 220S  2016 
       MerCruiser 4.5L 
              $44,900 

21’ Well Craft Excalibur  
   Volvo Penta SX Engine 
           $  13,900 

27.5 WelCraft 260 SE    
1998  Volvo Penta 5.7 
          $ 15,300 

23’ Montery 236 Montura ‘98 
Volvo Penta 5.1 GSI  HP 280 
                  $12,900 

15’ Boston Whaler ‘11 
Evinrude 60 Engine 
         $19,000 
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I was doodling on my computer in my home 
office when the phone rang. The caller ID identi-
fied the caller as my neighbor across the street. 
He was probably doing the same thing in his 
home office and got bored. We talked about 
recent hunting and fishing trips we had done 
and decided it was time for another adventure. 
He had learned of a recent event that would 
give birth to our next wild adventure. A good 
friend of ours had recently gotten engaged and 
a bachelor party needed to be seriously con-
sidered.

I don’t know what he was working on in his 
office, but the project in my office came to an 
unfinished end. We hatched out a week-long 
bachelor’s party/fishing party down to the Out-
er Banks of North Carolina. The tunas were bit-
ing and we hoped that besides having a great 
time we might bring back enough meat to feed 
the neighborhood.  So, we started a guest list.

First, the sucker/groom to be. As an aside 
he just happened to own a boat we could tow 
down and fish offshore with. We also had to 
invite his partner in the boat. That gentleman 
also had the added benefit of working for one of 
the largest liquor distributors in the state. That 
made four people with two boats. My neighbor 
also had a trailerable boat we could take off-
shore if the weather permitted. Well, now we 
had room for four more and could really make 
it a party. The other names came pretty easily, 
and when the guest list was complete, we had 
four captains and two mates as well as six boat 
owners. A pretty seaworthy group if you ask me.

Once the group was assembled, we came up 
with a date and the logistics. A quick phone call 
and we acquired a house for a week in Rodan-
the. Our liquor guy would supply the liquor and I 
would supply the beer since my company at the 
time had a liquor license. The other six people 
would pick up the cost of the house. Everything 
else would be split 8 ways. We would all meet at 
my neighbors in ten days. And so, it went.

As an aside to the story, I asked my neigh-
bor how much beer I should get. He did some 
quick mental math and told me 23 cases. Man, 
I thought I was getting off cheap. After much 
consideration I decided to get a second opin-
ion. I contacted another neighbor who fishes 
with us but wasn’t part of this particular adven-
ture. He did the math out loud for my benefit. 

Eight guys for seven days at so many beers per 
day. Twenty-three cases. Ok then.

The caravan heading to the Rodanthe was 
easy to spot. Four trucks, one with a 23 Sea Ox 
in tow and another with a 23 Shamrock in tow. 
One filled with beer and liquor and the rest with 
coolers and clothing and fishing gear. Kind of 
“The Clampetts go Offshore”.

When we arrived in Rodanthe we realized we 
got there at the same time as a major nor’eas-
ter. Once we settled into the house and the 
first round of beers came out someone found 
a VHF and we listened to the marine forecast. 
Northeast winds 25 to 30, gusts to 40. Nice. I 
guess Oregon Inlet is out but we still might be 
able to get out of Hatteras Inlet. Not sure how 
far out that might be but we found out the next 
morning. And it wasn’t far. We basically went as 
far as the point and put out a couple of lines.  
We trolled for 30 minutes and then ran for cover.

By the time we got back to the house ev-
eryone was wet and exhausted. My neighbor 
who was trying not to get our boat capsized 
all morning passed out as soon as he was near 
a bed. Someone went to Family Dollar and got 
him some fishy shower curtains to hang from 
the rocket launchers in case we tried again to-
morrow. When he woke up, he wasn’t amused 
and over the next few days we drank, ate and 
watched the wind shred every flag on the Outer 
Banks to pieces.

We finally decided to pool our resources. 
Find the biggest boat we could and try and co-
erce the captain into taking all of us out. This 
was while having dinner at Odens Dock. And 
we found him. On old salt half-drunk slumped 
over a table in the back of the bar. He reminded 
me of the helicopter pilot in the movie Clear and 
Present Danger. We handed him 500 dollars 
cash and he pointed out back and told us to be 
at the boat at 4:30 a.m.

We regrouped back at the house and tried to 
get some sleep. Funny how those ocean front 
houses on the Outer Banks sway in the breeze. 
It’s usually pretty relaxing unless you’re going 
offshore the next morning. No one slept. I know 
that because we all snore and no one was snor-
ing that night. But at 4:30 a.m. the next morning 
we were all at the boat. Eight exhausted fish-
erman, one mate and one hungover captain, 
and Miss Windy screaming at us from out of the 

Northeast.
We loaded up and headed out. Hatteras Inlet 

isn’t too bad on a northeast wind. Oregon Inlet 
is almost impossible. So, we plodded forward. 
Into the dark. All the while it’s getting rougher 
and rougher. It was still dark as we got out of 
the inlet. Our Captain obviously knew his way 
around. We all sat huddled in the cabin talking. 
No one was drinking. This was serious $%#T, 
and we knew it. We could feel the 62-footer 
launch off a wave and crash into the next one. 
If you ever wonder why Carolina boats are built 
with the steep entry and flare this is why. A 
New England boat would have been wrecked 
to pieces before we were a few miles off the 
beach. But on we went.

At one point the salon door opened and the 
mate stepped in. He was wet and in full rain 
gear. He asked us if we were ok and everyone 
said sure. He stepped back out into the tempest 
and shut the door. By now we were slamming 
into waves so hard you could feel the props 
cavitating. The mate returned a few minutes 
later. “Captain says there is a good Spanish bite 
along the beach.” What do you think?” To a man 
we responded we could do that at home. Not 
interested. He shrugged and went back into 
the storm. A few minutes later he returned. He 
was in full raingear. He even had the Gloucester 
Fisherman’s hat on. He was drenched. He was 
also fumbling for something in his pocket. He 
found it. Before we could say a word, he threw 
500 dollars at us and relayed a message from 
the captain.   “You can all go @#%k yourself. 
We’re going home.”

So that was our trip. We didn’t feed a vil-
lage. We didn’t have any adventures about the 
big one that got away. We spent seven days in 
the beautiful Outer Banks and didn’t spend an 
hour on the beach. Nothing was flying off Kill 
Devil Hills except for clouds of sand. Nobody 
was working on the water so we couldn’t even 
buy any seafood. Our boats were covered with 
salt but everyone was too tired to do anything 
about it. The only thing that we did accomplish 
was we did drink twenty-two and a half cases 
of beer. I guess the moral to this story is nev-
er underestimate Mother Nature. I guess she 
wasn’t into our Bachelor Party.

Tuna the Tide Charter Service
Grasonville, Maryland

Rodanthe Adventure
By Captain Mark Galasso
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• Gas, Diesel, Pumpout
• Pool • Nettle-Free Beach
• 50 Channel Cable TV • Ship’s Store
• Slipholder Fuel Discounts • 50T Lift  
• Full Service and Parts • Mechanics on Duty 6 Days  
• A/C Heads & Laundry • Picnic Peninsula  
• Water Taxi Serice to Moorings
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Summer is here and the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources would like to remind people that marine wild-
life — dolphins, manatees, sea turtles, whales, and oth-
ers – are making their seasonal return to the Chesapeake 
Bay and its tidal tributaries, as well as the Atlantic Ocean 
and coastal bays.

Anyone who sees a marine mammal or sea turtle in 
Maryland waters is urged to report it to the state Marine 
Mammal and Sea Turtle Stranding Response Program at 
800-628-9944. Anglers, boaters, and beachgoers should 
especially be on the lookout for stranded, dead, sick, 
injured, or entangled animals.

Photo by Paige Finley, submitted to the Maryland DNR Photo Contest.

While Maryland’s most common visitors are bot-
tlenose dolphins and loggerhead sea turtles, 
more than 25 other marine mammal species, and 
four species of sea turtles have been recorded in 
state waters.

The department’s Marine Mammal and Sea Tur-
tle Stranding Response program works coopera-
tively with the National Aquarium in responding to 
reports of marine animals throughout Maryland’s 
waters and coastlines.

Marine mammals are specifically protected by 
federal law, the Marine Mammal Protection Act. 
In addition, sea turtles and whales are both pro-
tected under the 1973 Endangered Species Act. It 
is illegal to harass, touch, feed, capture, or collect 
these marine species, alive or dead, including any 
animal parts or skeletal remains or specimens.

• Do not touch the animal.

• Record the location using latitude and longitude, 
street address, and/or description with landmarks.

• Estimate and record the length, size, color,  
noticeable body parts, and movements (if alive).

• Take photos of the animal.

• If possible, remain by the animal at a safe  
distance until stranding staff reach you.

In addition to calling the program hotline, anyone 
who encounters a stranded marine mammal, alive 

or dead, should follow these steps if possible:

Summer Waterway Users Should Be Alert for Marine Wildlife
Public asked to report stranded marine mammals and sea turtles
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COMING SUMMER 2024 - Pontoon & Sailboat rentals!
visit www.baysail.net for more information 

We do marine salvage work and work closely with all 
insurance companies to get you back floating again in 
no time! We’ll guide you through the entire process, & 

take the hassle out of situations like this. 

DONT LET THAT 
SINKING FEELING 
GET YOU DOWN! 

Call us for a  
winterization or 
shrink wrap quote! 
443-206-2913

BEST DEALS ON GARMIN MARINE ELECTRONICS IN MD. CALL US FOR A QUOTE TODAY! 

 2008 Monterey 330 Sport Yacht 2005 Boston Whaler Outrage 240

2009 330 Sea Ray  Sundancer

2005 Silverton 38 Sport Bridge

2007 Sea Ray 380 Sundancer

 2009 Sea Ray Pachanga 22’

$28,500

$95,000 $75,000

$150,000

$195,000 $99,000

$175,000

1984 Bruno & Stillman

$79,900

1999 Silverton 392 Motor Yacht

Family Owned Boat Brokerage
Marine Repair, & Marine Salvage.  
Venture & Load Rite Trailer Dealer.

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 
443-206-2913 | www.argentinomarine.com

LET US SELL YOUR 
BOAT OR YACHT!  

ONLY 6% BROKERAGE COMMISSION  
WITH NO HIDDEN FEES!  

We are a full service boat brokerage.  
Already found a buyer for your boat?  
We offer private sale escrow service! 

 CALL US TODAY!
443-206-2913



18                 Upper Bay Boating

Eastern Shore  

Brewing Company
Kimberly Ann

During a long weekend over on the 
Eastern Shore, my friends and I stopped 
off at Eastern Shore Brewing Company, 
located at 605 South Talbot Street in 
Saint Michaels.  Eastern Shore Brewing 
was established on Aug. 28, 2008 ( just 
so happens to be the writer’s birthday) 
and is the longest continually operating 
brewery in the area. The brewery is cur-
rently owned and operated by Adrian 
Mortiz and his wife Lori. After visiting 
the area many times to visit Adrian’s 
parents, the couple moved their young 
family to St. Michaels, purchased the 
brewery and the rest is history. There 
are many beers available on tap year-
round in addition to seasonal and rotat-
ing brews.
The vibe was great from the moment 

we stepped near the door. There was 
a good-sized crowd inside, with folks 

hanging out at and around the bar and 
most of the tables were full.  We quick-
ly selected our first tastes. I opted for 
a Summer Crush Orange. My beer guy 
started with a Situation Critical IPA, 
which had lots of notes of pine and cit-
rus. We wandered through the inside 
area and then made our way outside.  
Inside was quite eclectic.  There were 

deer heads on the wall, Maryland flags, 
a chalkboard beer menu, a nice-sized 
bar area, and table seating.  There was 
an area for live music, which happens 
every Saturday from 3-6 p.m.  There 
was even a merchandise area, games 
you could take to your table to play, and 
a foosball table.  There was a good mix 
of locals and tourists, and everyone was 
enjoying their beverages and mingling.
 Once outside there was cornhole and 

a very laid-back atmosphere. The area 

was large with more tables and there 
were even some very well-behaved 
dogs enjoying the beautiful day.  Some 
of the furry kids were better behaved 
than their two-legged counterparts but 
all are welcome at the brewery.  
For the second round, I stuck with the 

Summer Crush Orange while my beer 
guy opted for a St. Michaels Amber Ale.  
He found it easy to drink and overall, a 
great beer. He purchased a growler of 
Situation Critical to take home.  
I highly recommend Eastern Shore 

Brewing Company to any of our 
beer-loving readers who are looking for 
a relaxed atmosphere and some great 
beers to melt the workweek stress 
away.  And, as always, when you head 
over to Eastern Shore Brewing Compa-
ny be sure to tell them your friends at 
Upper Bay Boating Magazine sent you.



AUGUST 2024                   19

80 & 25
Ton Lifts

A FULL SERVICE MARINA & BOATYARD ON BEAR CREEK 410-431-1736  
Fuel Dock & Pumpout Station | Onsite amenities include: 24 Hour Emergency Service • Security System in the Marina • Restaurant and Tiki Bar • Heat/AC Bathrooms 

• Private Showers & Laundry • Free Wi-Fi • Ship Store • Ice • PET FRIENDLY, Pet Walk Area  • Marine Sanitation Pump-Out Facility • Packaged Goods

www.anchorbayeastmarina.com

Llive music line-up is a compilation of local solo and duo acoustic artists. 

Indoor Dining Please check in for first-come, first-served seating upon arrival.
Outdoor Dining Weather permitting, outdoor dining!  Friendly leashed dogs area. ONLY Service-dogs with vests permitted indoors.

Tiki bar is open year-round! Friday @3pm Saturday & Sunday @12pm

HARDYACHT.COM

“Just north of Key West” in Dundalk, MD
Open daily 6:30am-10pm (11pm Fri & Sat)

@ ANCHOR BAY EAST MARINA
(443) 348-9998

Call 443-348-9998 
for Music Line-Up  
& Dinner Specials!



#1 When buying crabs, order mediums when you’re having 
guests over. Order larges for you and your better half. Order jum-
bos when ain’t nobody within 500 feet. And smalls are just rude.
#2 Every picking style is both right and wrong. Legs first? 
Apron first? Butter knife? Mallet? Vinegar? Save your claws to 
the end? Just don’t wear a bib.
#3 Once you touch a crab, IT'S YOURS. None of this weigh-
ing-each-crab-with-your-hand stuff. Like the guy who guesses 
your weight at a carnival, use your eyes, fatty.
#4 With pizza, everyone gets the same number of slices. 
But with crabs, it’s like: 3...2...1...EVERYONE EAT AS MANY 
CRABS AS YOU CAN AND SCREW THOSE SLOW EATERS!!
#5 You’re being monitored. By everyone. Not cleaning your 
crab completely? You’ll get called out. Not eating your claws? 
You won’t be invited back.

#6 Don’t dare ask anyone to pick a crab for you. You pick 
crabs for yourself. If you’re a newbie, we’ll teach you ONCE, so 
pay attention. If you pull off a meaty backfin, show it off! If you 
cut yourself, keep eating. No tears.
#7 If you leave the table to wash your hands, you become 
everyone’s personal slave until you’re back. Take orders, clear 
shells, get hair ties. Grab me another drink!
#8 Crabs are just an appetizer. Three hours of snacks before 
you fire up the grill. Have some corn, shrimp, tomatoes, and Utz 
chips and dip in the meantime.
#9 The last man/mom standing at the table gets bragging 
rights. “You guys done already?” she asks. Respect.
#10 If you’re invited to a crab feast, that means you’re special. 
We don’t just invite anybody over. It’s love. Be sure to say, “Good 
crabs!” or “Really full!” or “Lots of mustard!”

Photo courtesy of visitmaryland.org

IT'S THE 10 CRAB COMMANDMENTS

20                 Upper Bay Boating
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Shumaker’s Animal Control
11311 Raphel Road | Upper Falls, MD 21156

1 The Pest Arrives 

2 Call 443-854-8072

3 The Pest is Gone

Over 25 Years of Experience!
• Regulated by DNR of Maryland. 

• Trained in removal of nuisance wildlife in 
Baltimore County and all of Maryland.

• Humane Removal
We do not advocate killing of animals in any way

3 Easy Stages of 

Pest Removal with

WE LEAD THE PACK
WORRY-FREE LOCAL AND 

LONG-DISTANCE BOAT HAULING
WWW.TURNERYACHTSERVICE.COM

Our 20 years of experience and strong relationship speak to 
our credibility and leadership in the industry. We have been 
transporting boats in this region for two decades, building trust 
and reliability with partners and customers alike. This proven 
track record over such a long period keeps us one step ahead 
of the competition when it comes to knowledgeable service 
and expertise. You can rely on our team of experts to stay 

ahead and deliver unparalleled boat hauling. 
Office (410) 643-3450, Turnermarina2@yahoo.com, 

www.turneryachtservice.com Aqua Marine Boat Sales

49 Artisan Drive Smyrna, DE 19977
(302) 389-0100

WWW.CARLISLESMARINE.COM

$30,740 
plus freight and prep.

SUNTRACKER 
PARTY BARGE 18
75 Hp & Trailer 

                      W
e Do It

 All a
nd 

mo
re!

BERNIES
AUTOMOTIVE

FOR ALL YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE

NEEDS BRING IT TO

BERNIES! 

Call for Details

410.780.4707
601 D Back River Neck Road

Essex, MD 21221
berniesautomotive@verizon.net

Accepts all major credit cards

COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK

SERVICE

Do ItItI AlAlA llll anana dndn
AUTOMOTIVE

COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK

SERVICE
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WHO DOESN’T LOVE S’MORES? The 
only thing that is better is having some S’mores 
when on your boat. This toasty and tasty snack 
is the perfect campfire or floating treat. They 
can be made just about anywhere and don’t re-
quire too much work. They also contain all the 
important food groups. You have your marsh-
mallows, chocolate, graham crackers, and… 
Oh, did I mention chocolate? 
When Montana Grant has a S’more party, 

I make a S’more Buffet Bar. Place an as-
sortment of crackers, cookies, jellies, candy, 
fruit, and goodies onto the table. These can be 
stored in Tupperware until needed. Let the crew 
design and launch their creations. 
For my crew, the best chocolate is a Hershey 

Bar. The jumbo-sized Jet-Puffed marshmallows 
are great. Burnt and flaming mallows lack the 
mallow flavor but the carbon char does reduce 
campfire flatulence.  
Making S’mores on a boat requires a grill. 

You can get small fold-up grills and propane 
campfires for this purpose. They sell clamp-on 
grills that attach to the gunwales and rails. A 
small Weber-style charcoal grill will do the trick. 
One of my favorites is a campfire, with fake 
logs, that runs off a small propane container. 
Please place it in a safe area and get to roasting 
your marshmallows. 
The earliest known S’more recipe was printed 

in a Girl Scout camping guide in 1927. The arti-
cle was called “Some More”. The recipe served 
8 Scouts and called for 8 sticks. 16 marshmal-
lows, and 8 chocolate bars. “Though it tastes 
like some more, one is really enough.”
Modern Marshmallows can be found in 

a variety of colors, flavors, and sizes. The 
coconut-covered ones make a great S’more. 
Cinamon Grahams are also fun, but there is no 

law that says we can only use a graham crack-
er. Cookies, tortillas, and other platforms will 
serve nicely. Some marshmallows are chubby 
and round while others are flat. They now make 
marshmallows called “PUFFS” that come pre-
loaded with chocolate!
Marshmallows are actually a Marsh Flow-

er that is common in most eastern shore 
wetlands. Their white and pink flowers have 
fed native peoples and pioneers for centuries. 
The picked flowers, roots, and sap were heated 
and smashed into a sweet paste that was eaten 
using their fingers or spread onto biscuits. This 
special recipe was used medicinally and at spe-
cial events.
Modern Mallows are not Vegan. They con-

tain gelatin which comes from mammal hooves 
and connective tissues. Corn Syrup, sugar, and 
gelatin are whipped to trap air and make a fluffy 
product. Coating them with cornstarch or pow-
dered sugar will keep the mallows from stick-
ing together. Food coloring and flavorings can 
make different presentations. Chemical stabiliz-
ers will help preserve marshmallows. The hot 
sun, however, will melt all mallows. 
To make a S’more, toast a marshmallow over 

the fire until golden brown or the doneness/
burntness you prefer. The stick can be made 
from a nontoxic/ poisonous branch. Avoid su-
mac, etc. A long fork or a fork wired onto a stick 
will hold the soft mallow in place better than a 
pointed stick. Once the mallow is toasted, place 
it onto a graham cracker that has a section of 
chocolate bar on it. Use another graham crack-
er to smush and pull the melted mallow off the 
fork. This can be a 2-camper job. 

Homemade marshmallows are fun to make. 
Most homemade recipes contain egg whites. 

HERE IS A SIMPLE RECIPE.
Equal parts: sugar, water, and corn syrup
Vanilla
Gelatin powder
Egg Whites
Cook the sugar/corn syrup and water until 

the mixture reaches 250 -265 degrees. Dis-
solve the gelatin powder into the mixture 
using a whisk. (Flavored gelatin will give 
different tastes.) In another bowl, whip the 
egg whites into soft peaks. Continue to beat 
while pouring in the warm syrup mixture. 
Pour slowly and whip until the egg whites 
are very stiff. Now stir in some vanilla. 
Spread the stiff mixture into a prepared pan 
to a thickness of an inch or… Let the marsh-
mallows rest overnight before cutting. 

You can use other flavorings, chocolate piec-
es, Graham cracker crumbles, cookie crum-
bles, shredded toasted coconut or to invent 
your own special flavors and textures. You can 
cut the mallows into traditional cubes or use a 
cookie cutter to make seasonal shapes. I have 
a fish-shaped cookie cutter that makes fun fish 
mallows. 
Store the mallows for up to 3-4 weeks at room 

temperature, in a sealable bag or container. 
Commercial marshmallows are labeled with an 
expiration date, but all mallows can be frozen 
for 3 or more months. The fresher the fluffier!
You can also use the homemade marshmal-

low fluff on cereals, ice cream, icings, and 
snowballs. Just make it into the consistency 
that you desire. 

     S’more please!

S’more than you need to know about S’mores
By Montana Grant
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eXp Realty, LLC

YOUR GUIDE TO WATERFRONT REAL ESTATE

Skip Tolley
Call or Text

410-935-7500
CaptainWaterfront.com

7939 Honeygo Blvd.  
Baltimore, MD 21236

When Buying Or Selling 
A Baltimore County  

Waterfront Local 
Knowledge Is Priceless!

BALTIMORE COUNTY WATERFRONT - Be a member 
of the fastest growing guide to waterfront venues in 
Baltimore county! TheViking38@gmail.com

Stoutens 
Snowballs

Carson’s Creeksi
de

GALLOWAY
YACHT CLUB

BALTIMORE COUNTYBALTIMORE COUNTY

WATERFRONTWATERFRONT

443-324-3097
Kisha

eXp Realty, LLC

YOUR GUIDE TO WATERFRONT REAL ESTATE

When Buying Or Selling A 
Baltimore County Waterfront

Local Knowledge Is Priceless!

Skip Tolley Call or Text 410-935-7500 CaptainWaterfront.com
7939 Honeygo Blvd. Baltimore, MD 21236

LATEST NEWS | UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS | WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW 
RESTAURANTS NEARBY | BUSINESS DIRECTORY | HOMES FOR SALE  

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY PROFESSIONALS

Hello, Everybody!
I’m Skip Tolley from Captain 
Waterfront / eXp, and I’m your 
guide to all things local. As 

a local professional, it is my 
passion to support local business 

owners, the backbone of the local economy. 
Throughout the Intownsites pages, you will find 
all things local, including articles, news and 
videos showcasing local restaurants and busi-
nesses. It is always being updated, so check 
back often. The best way to stay updated is to 
follow us on Facebook.
If you have any questions about one of our local 
areas, or if you have a business or restaurant in 
town and want to be featured, please send us a 
DM from the Facebook page and we can chat!
Now, let’s explore!
THE ESSEX INSIDERS Essex, MD Community
THE MIDDLE RIVER INSIDERS Middle River, MD Community
THE PERRY HALL INSIDERS Perry Hall, MD Community

Get the latest community news, events, and business deals and perks directly to your 
inbox. Always be in the know about the latest happenings in your hometown!
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It's early morning, just before dawn. Fog is rolling over 
the river like steam off a fresh pot of coffee. As you sip your 
favorite gas station blend you pull into the dock – ready 
to place your crab pots before the heat of the day sets in. 
What's there? A marsh? The ramp? Rocks?

Marshes, beaches, cliff sides, and riprap; what do they 
have in common? Edges. Edges are everywhere and are 
full of life -- taking advantage of the change in scenery. 
Think about puttering along the edge of a marsh and all 
the things you can see. Arrow Arum, beaver trails, redwing 
blackbirds, and more. As it switches to a forested beach, 
you'll see a heron fishing or turtles basking on a protrud-
ing log. Plants and animals leverage this transition area for 
food, sunlight, and protection. 

Humans like us love edges, sandy ones in particular! Any 
little patch of shoreline that promises sun and sand is full up 
this time of year. Plus, our crowded docks and secret slips 

are here. Right on the edge of opportunity. Opportunity for 
fun, business, or just because we can.  

What is it about edges that make them so appealing? 
For wildlife, it's likely the diversity found near them. Change 
from one area to another allows for unique shelter and meal 
opportunities. For humans, it's likely the joy of land and wa-
ter coming together. We have reduced anxiety just being 
near water, no wonder boaters are such a chill crowd!

The activities are a great draw too -- like sunbathing or 
searching for driftwood on a beach. The tide interacting with 
the bay and the beach leads to all kinds of flotsam wash-
ing ashore. Which aids another beloved edge activity - the 
scavenger hunt for the best piece of perfectly rounded sea 
glass. 

Take some time as summer comes to a close to enjoy 
the edges a little more. They are where boating becomes 
possible after all!

Living On The Edges
By Anne Sandbek
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We welcome pictures of 
your boat, boat dog, family 

& friends having a good 
time on the bay.

Also, if you are a writer, 
please get in touch with us 

- you may  
become a regular  

columnist.

The 
Viking38 

@gmail.com

Boat Boat 
  Dog  Dog

Bohemia River Boaters StyleBohemia River Boaters Style

Maddy getting 
real at the JETTY

This is Salty loving 
a kayak ride on the 
Sassafras River

Maverick at Safe Harbor 
Carroll Island. He really 
doesn't like  to be dry.

Upper Bay 
Boating
Magazine  

Pepper, Sunning 
the Bum

Kali Rose from Skipjack 
Cove Yachting Resort

CLYDE

Hank on the 
Hankey Pankey!
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If you know us...  
you know what we do!

410-375-1638 
810 Back River Neck Rd, Essex, MD

hitechmarine@verizon.net

MARINE 
SERVICES INC.HI-TECH

WE FIX 
OUTBOARDS

BRAND NEW DOCKS! Repower Center | Marine Store
Fairwinds Marina 1000 Fairwinds Drive, Annapolis, MD 21409 | (410) 216-0205 | www.fairwindsmarina.com

WE HAVE  NON-ETHANOL 

Magathy River • Annapolis, Maryland

www.fairwindsmarina.com

443-655-3090  
Located At Baltimore Boating Center

2015 Turkey Point Rd, Essex, MD 21221

SCHEDULE YOUR  
WINTER PROJECT  

BEFORE OCTOBER 1ST FOR 

15% OFF

SHORELINE  
MARINE SERVICES

• Fiberglass- Gelcoat Repairs. 
• Insurance Claim Specialists

• Bottom Paint 
• Winterization - Shrinkwrapping

• Full Mechanical Repairs & Service 
(Ask About Our Concierge Service)

• 10% Discount For All Yacht Club Members
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Okay, so we are midway through summer. 
And, yes, many days so far have been un-
comfortably hot. Well, that’s what summer 
is supposed to be. Nevertheless, fishermen 
are going to fish through the heat of the 
day. Serious bass fishermen have learned 
to deal with the heat with the clothing they 
wear, sunscreen application, and by keeping 
a good hydration regiment. They know that, 
in the dog days of summer, it takes determi-
nation to catch bass that can be less willing 
to participate.
Here, on the upper bay, we are blessed to 

have a fantastic largemouth bass fishery. 
While most of the fishing takes place on the 
North East River, and Susquehanna Flats 
and River, our southern end of the upper bay 
also has great bass habitat. The Gunpow-
der River, Saltpeter, Dundee and Seneca 
Creeks, as well as Middle River are up to 
the northern bay’s standard. Well equipped, 
modern-day bass boats have the speed and 
range to fish this southern end fishery in the 
same day.
We’ll start with the Gunpowder River. I 

would be remiss if I didn’t mention the risks 
that can be found on crossing the flats on the 
upper end of the river when trying to access 
the quarry, and Day’s Cove Pond. While 
some of the better fish can be found in these 
areas, if you don’t know how to run the area, 
leave it to the anglers who do. 
Downriver from the Amtrak railroad bridge 

you will find all the traditional forms of bass 
cover. Submerged vegetation is the main 
focus, yet you will find shorelines with fallen 
wood, boat docks, and sunken rock piles. 
The same can be said for Dundee, Seneca, 
and Saltpeter Creeks, although Saltpeter 
and Dundee have far fewer docks and very 
little rock cover. 
Middle River is well set up for anglers who 

love working the docks. You don’t have to 
look hard for grass beds, and there are a few 
wooded and rocky shorelines. Nothing gets 
me more excited when fishing the river than 
finding grassy areas adjacent to boat docks.
We have to take clues from the bass them-

selves on how to catch them. I will start out 
by provoking the aggressors with surface 
lures. For matted vegetation at low tide stag-
es, I’ll work a floating frog. For rocks, docks, 
and wood, I’ll cast poppers and surface walk-
ing baits. Sunken wood and docks will also 
get a well-deserved dose of buzzbait churn-
ing. These three lures can be presented to 
submerged grass beds, as long as there is 
enough water above them as not to foul the 
hooks. It doesn’t take long to figure out if 
bass are in the mood to bust topwater baits. I 
give it about 10 minutes on a particular spot.
At this point, it may take a rotation of baits to 

find what the bass want. Low tide is the best 
tide to hit docks and piers. Low water gives 
you ample space between the waterline and 
the dock to cast your lure. I start with lures 

that provoke a reaction strike: swim jigs, 
chatter baits, shallow running crankbaits, 
and spinnerbaits are on this list. For these 
rivers and creeks, I choose white perch and 
sunfish color patterns for these lures. If the 
bite is slow, I will turn to stick worms, power 
worms, and crawfish baits. I like pearl/silver 
flake for the stick worm, and green pumpkin 
and June bug for the power worm and craws.
This same progression of lures is what I 

will cast on banks with fallen wood. Low tide 
concentrates bass on the deep end of the 
wood. High tides allow bass to spread out 
through all of the sunken limbs. I will work the 
wood from the outside to the shoreline. No 
sense in alerting the ones on the deep end 
when fighting a bass caught near the bank.
Working grass on low tide takes some for-

titude. You can work the deeper edge of the 
vegetation with your moving baits, yet some 
of the better bass are caught when pitching 
worms and crawfish lures into the open areas 
within the grass bed. High tide allows you to 
cover water more quickly. You can work the 
swim jigs, chatters, and shallow crankbaits 
over the bed, for the reaction bite, before 
switching to more targeted presentations. 
Although it is hot outside, good bass fish-

ing can be found during summer’s dog days. 
Stay hydrated, use sunscreen liberally, and 
keep swinging those lunker largemouth bass 
in the boat.

Dog Day 
Bass 
Fishing

By Tim Sherman
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Floating & Fixed Piers • Slips up to 45’ • Fuel Dock & Pump Out
Ship’s Store • Swimming Pool

FULL MECHANICAL REPAIR & SERVICE
Warranty center for all Mercury Products • Certified Techs • Fiberglass Repairs 

Hull/Engine Work • Repowering • Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE! 410-335-6563

Schedule Your Summer  
Service Work NOW.

SLIPS AVAILABLE!  MINUTES TO THE BAY!

918 SENECA PARK RD. MIDDLE RIVER, MD 21220
PORTERSSENECAMARINA.COM

M A R I N A

Own Your Future

START OR ADVANCE YOUR CAREER
NEW! MARINE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY

The Marine Service Technology program at Cecil College provides students with an introduction 
to the marine service industry using curriculum from the American Boat & Yacht Council.

Upon completion of the program, students can earn their Marine Service Technician Certi�cate. 

Learn more today at cecil.edu/skilledtrades.
 ENROLL TODAY! For more information or to register, contact skills4u@cecil.edu or 443-907-1416.

CECIL COLLEGE

UNDER NEW 
OWNERSHIP!

Now Owned & Operated 
by the Cianelli Family...
who currently own and 

operate Flying Point Marina, 
The Island at Flying Point 

Marina, and Cianelli Marine  
Construction, Inc.

Summer & Winter Slip and Land Storage
Full Service Maintenance / Saltwater Pool on Premises 

McDaniel Yacht Basin

Ask About Our  
Winter Storage Special

15 Grandview Ave. North East, MD  
 443-900-3675 | mcdanielnortheast@gmail.com
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5676 S Hawthorne Ave Rock Hall, MD 21661
410-639-2263 | www.rockhallrailway.com

ROCK HALL 
MARINE RAILWAY

Marine Store | Travelifts | Service Buildings
Bottom & Topside Paint & Varnish | Slips

Boat Repairing | Boat Detailing | Fiberglss Repair

Winter Storage  
Inside or Outside!

MOBILE  

DETAILING  

DONE RIGHT 

& ON TIME

IN THE WATER, ON A LIFT, ON A TRAILER, 
AT YOUR HOME OR MARINA - FULLY INSURED 

CALL BLITZ NOW  
443-226-7127

blitzmobiledetailing.com
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Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) on the Upper Bay:
Common Misbeliefs About Our Most Important Habitat

As the dog days of summer take hold, local 
boaters spend every moment on land anticipat-
ing the next time we can change that and get on 
the water. Following the lead of the blue crab, 
rockfish, and terns, we naturally flock to the Up-
per Bay’s tidal tributaries during late summer. 
And who can blame us? Our tidal regions peak 
in beauty and biomass during this time. 
Talk to anyone who has had the privilege of 

enjoying a day on the water between July and 
September, and I guarantee they will have a 
story to tell you about one of the most import-
ant yet misunderstood habitats of the Upper 
Bay: beds of submerged aquatic vegetation, or 
“SAV.” Recreational boaters will tell you all about 
the “eelgrass” around their dock that encumbers 
their departure, tangling their props. Kids will tell 
you how much they detest the “seaweed” that 
touches their legs when they swim at Upper Bay 
beaches. Lifelong residents may even lament the 
presence of “nuisance” and “invasive” aquatic 
plant species in their local creeks.
Unfortunately, these most common remarks 

about SAV mischaracterize the habitats it forms, 
leading even the most experienced watermen 
astray. The more time I spend learning about 
these habitats, the more misconceptions I recog-
nize in conversations with neighbors and friends. 
Given the importance of these habitats, this ar-
ticle seeks to debunk common misconceptions 
about Upper Bay “seaweed” and illuminate just 
how much we as boaters, fishers, and residents 
depend upon the presence of these grasses.
Misconceptions
The most common misconception about SAV 

comes in the form of a nickname: “seaweed.” 
The nearly-twenty species of SAV found through 
the Chesapeake differ from true “seaweeds” in 
that they evolved from vascular plants that grow 
on land. In essence, this means our submerged 
grasses are more closely related to the trees and 
flowers in our backyard than the true seaweeds 
on our sushi rolls or salads. In fact, SAV species 
possess true roots, flowers, and produce fruits. 
These plants, in turn, provide important sources 
of food for the Bay’s migratory waterfowl as well 
as turtles and fish.
Another misconception about the grasses found 

in the Upper Bay relates to their quantity. I have 
heard more than my fair share of coastal resi-
dents bemoan the sheer abundance of grasses 
present throughout the end of the summer, es-
pecially in more isolated creeks. While this may 
impair recreational navigation into these creeks 

(with motorized vessels, especially), more SAV 
in a creek indicates high water quality and a 
flourishing tidal ecosystem. More grass, less 
problems.
Finally, “nuisance” or “invasive” grass species 

in the Bay remain a source of confusion for 
many residents, including myself. While certain 
species found in our creeks did not originate in 
our tidal waters – hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata), 
for example, originates from Sri Lanka – they 
may not necessarily be “invasive” in the Bay in 
the same way they might be in impoundments 
or lakes. The tidal, interconnected nature of the 
Bay and its creeks mean that aquatic species 
ebb and flow each year; due to this, little to noth-
ing is done to “manage” or “remove” nonnative 
species of grasses – it would be futile. Further, 
such efforts amount to costly, labor-intensive en-
deavors. 
Moreover, generally any grass is good grass in 

an estuary like the Bay. This stems from the fact 
that even nonnative grasses like hydrilla provide 
habitat, improve water clarity, and even seques-
ter, or draw out, pollutants like heavy metals in 
the muddy and sandy creekbeds in which they 
grow. An example of a nonnative now ubiquitous 
across the Upper Bay is Eurasian watermilfoil 
(Myriophyllum spicatum, or simply “milfoil”). In-
troduced in the 1950s, this species is here to 
stay, and it now provides important canopies to 
underwater habitats used by some of our favorite 
fish in their spawning seasons, as well as se-
questering heavy metals in substrates.
Our Most Important Habitat
In the Upper Bay, more than twelve different 

species of SAV will grow each year, giving our 
region (north of the Bay Bridge to the Susque-
hanna Flats) the highest diversity of submerged 
grasses in the entire Bay, and some of the high-
est in the world! Because our waters can host 
many different species, the beds of these grass-
es that form in our region maintain a high resil-
ience to fluctuations such as droughts, storms, or 
nutrient overloads. This means that the species 
you see overtaking your creek each year may 
differ, which can be a good thing! 
Have you ever tried to identify the species you 

see in your waterways? You can identify milfoil 
by their whorls of feather-like leaves, which give 
these canopies the appearance of an underwater 
pine-forest. Wild celery (Vallisneria americana, 
or “tapegrass”) stands out in low tides in late 
July and August, its long, flat leaves covering the 
surface of entire creek beds with emerald-green, 

looking like true cartoon-seaweed. In fact, many 
mistake wild celery for the southern Bay’s famous 
eelgrass (Zostera marina), but you will not find 
that species anywhere north of the Bay Bridge 
due to its salinity and temperature preferences. 
Two additional, increasingly common species in 
the Upper Bay that look quite similar are sago 
pondweed (Stuckenia pectinata) and, the Bay’s 
most common species, widgeon grass (Rup-
pia maritima). Both have thread-like, branching 
leaves and produce odd little fruits that will ap-
pear this month and next. Sago pondweed gets 
much bushier than widgeon grass, which tends 
to be longer and sparser in leaves.
Given the impressive diversity of our SAV beds, 

as well as the plethora of services and benefits 
we receive from them, I believe that SAV beds 
are the Upper Bay’s most important habitat. For 
one, scientists have found that vegetated trib-
utaries can host thirty times more blue crabs 
than those without vegetation. The beds act like 
dense cages for young blue crabs in the Upper 
Bay, keeping out larger predators. This could not 
be more important today, given the rise in the 
problematic blue catfish population.
And did you know that SAV beds not only pro-

vide habitat, but also necessary oxygen to the 
water column? The grasses improve water qual-
ity, too – clarity increases as the grasses lock 
sediment in place, and chemicals maintain better 
balance as the grasses absorb excess nutrients 
and carbon dioxide.
With a better understanding of the SAV that you 

will encounter this season on the water, you can 
work to preserve and appreciate these habitats 
for all they are worth.  By allowing the grasses 
around your pier to reach their full potential in the 
coming months (don’t mow them or tear them up, 
please!), avoiding motorized vessel use during 
low tides in creeks with SAV beds, and sharing 
your newfound appreciation for these grasses 
with fellow boaters, you are engaging in SAV-
smart boating practices that crabs, rockfish, and 
future generations will thank you for. 
Check out the Maryland Department of Natural 

Resources’ “Eyes on the Bay” reports and field 
guides to learn more about the SAV in your wa-
ter. https://eyesonthebay.dnr.maryland.gov/sav/
aboutSAV.cfm. 
James Duffy is a lifelong resident of the Es-

sex-Middle River watershed and an avid rec-
reational boater. He welcomes inquiries, com-
ments, and ideas for further environmental 
coverage to jduffy1026@gmail.com. 

 By James Duffy
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“Sheltered Harbor on the Sassafras”
LAUNCHING RAMP OPEN 24HRS.

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Monday thru Friday 9am - 4pm

IN SEASON OPEN
 7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM - 4PM

Duffy 
Creek 
Marina

20 Duffy Creek Rd. 
Georgetown, MD
410-275-2141

duffy@duffycreek
marina.com

Bring your family, let’s go boating!

Quality 
Service For 

Over 65 
Years! 

Sales and Service
www.mallardmarineservices.com

GOT A BOAT? NEED CARPET?
Luxury Marine Vinyl Flooring | Galley Runners | Snap-in Cockpit Carpet 

Full Galley Cover | Swim Platforms| Interior Custom Carpet Replacement

BEAT THE HEAT SAVINGS! 
CALL NOW! 

CALL BONITA RILEY 443-253-2998
INTEGRITY FIRST FLOORS

443-254-8176
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MARYLAND WINERIES • MARYLAND CRAFT BREWERIES

Open to the public

easternsbaysidefestival.com
EASTERN YACHT CLUB

2330 SENECA ROAD, BALTIMORE, MD 21221 • 410.686.3555

EVENT INFO: 443.342.3097 OR akishasoth624@gmail.com

AUGUST 17
WINE & BEER TASTING  
1 PM TO 7 PM
MUSIC 1 PM TO 8 PM

Parking & Bus Transportation available at Chesapeake High School 
12:30pm - 8:30pm

Adhering to State & Local COVID Guidelines at time of event

$25 ADVANCE • $30 AUG 17 • $15 DESIGNATED DRIVER

TUMBLEHOME                   JOSH CHRISTINA
MADISUN BAILEY 
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SCAN NOW TO LEARN MORE!

FREE from your app store

THE NAVIGATION APP   
Boaters Are Buzzing About!

Argo is like Waze 
on the water!! 

Wow! I never thought 
navigation could be 

this easy!It has completely 
changed my boating 

experience! 

4.9 out of 5 
5,000+ App Store Ratings argonav.io/argo-navigation

Platinum Dealer & Factory Service

114 Carroll Island Rd.
Middle River, MD
410-335-0000

REPOWER
Sales Specials

on Mercury going on

NOW

premiermarinemd.com

TolchesTer Marina

       21085 Tolchester Beach Rd Chestertown, MD 21620 | 410-778-1400

AUGUST MUSIC LINEUP!
FRI 8/2 Samantha’s Duo 7-11PM
SAT 8/3 Justin Taylor Band 1-5PM 
Philly Loop Band 7-11PM 
SUN 8/4 Back to the Beach 1-5PM
FRI 8/9 Josh Christina Band 7-11PM
SAT 8/10 Sons of Pirates 1-5PM  
Late Last NIght 7-11PM
SUN 8/11 Chris Sacks Band 1-5PM
FRI 8/16 Starlight Anthem 7-11PM
SAT 8/17 Bird Dog & the Road Kings 1-5PM 
Olivia Reynolds 7-11PM
SUN 8/18 Phillip Dutton & the Alligators 1-5PM

FRI 8/23 Alicia Maxwell Band 7-11PM
SAT 8/24 Outta Toon 1-5PM  
Radio Hero 7-11PM
SUN 8/25 Josh Christina Band 1-5PM
LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
FRI 8/30 Rob Benton 7-11PM
SAT 8/31 Sons of Pirates 1-5PM 
Kanye Twitty 7-11PM
SUN 9/1 Bird Dog & the Road Kings 1-5PM  
Social Drinking 7-11PM
MON 9/2 Chris Sacks Band 1-5PM
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We welcomes pictures of your boat, boat dog, 
family & friends having a good time on the bay. 

Also, if you are a writer, please contact us - 
you may become a regular columnist. 

THEVIKING38@GMAIL.COM

 Hands in the Air for Summertime... 
or is this a hold up?

Imogen 
raising 

the sails Kammy, Alivia, Hailey and Naiyana 
enjoying summer on Hopkins Creek

The Cuz Crew out on Finnaholic

BABES ON THE 
UPPER BAY  

Captain Jack's first solo boat ride!
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Read more on page: https://jokesoftheday.net/jokes-archive/2024/03/21/

ANSWER FROM PAGE 5
THIS SHOULD BRING BACK SOME HAPPY MEMORIES!

Ocean City Maryland at Trimper's on the Boardwalk!IF YOU KNOW 
YOU KNOW!

There was a papa mole, a momma mole, and 
a baby mole. They lived in a hole out in the 
country near a farmhouse. Papa mole 
poked his head out of the hole and said, 
"Mmmm, I smell sausage!" Momma mole 
poked her head outside the hole and said, 
"Mmmm, I smell pancakes!" Baby mole 
tried to stick his head outside but 
couldn't because of the two big-
ger moles. Baby mole 
said, "The only thing 
I smell is molasses."

Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human Resources Offi-
cer asks a young marine biologist fresh out of the University of 
Miami, "And what starting salary are you look-
ing for?" The marine biologist replies, "In 
the Chesapeake Regionatleast $250,000 
a year, depending on the benefits pack-
age." The interviewer inquires, "Well, 
what would you say to a package of 
five weeks vacation, 14 paid holidays, 
full medical and dental, company match-
ing retirement fund to 50% of salary, plus 
yacht club membership, a fully paid for 
lift slip and a brand new 40 Donzi triple 
engine powerboat full of gasoline for a 
signing bonus?" The marine biologist 
sits up straight and says, "Wow! Are you 
kidding?" The interviewer replies, "Of 
course I am, but you started it."

Q. Can a Porpoise jump out of the water higher than the Chesapeake Bay Bridge? 
A. Of course, the Chesapeake Bay Bridge can’t jump!!!

You are on a 
horse, galloping up 
and down. On your 

right side is a sharp ledge. 
On your left side is an 

elephant traveling 
at the same speed as you. 

Directly in front of you is another 
galloping horse but your horse 
is unable to overtake it. Behind 

you is a lion running at the same 
speed as you and the horse in 
front of you. What must you d

o to safely get out of this 
highly dangerous situation? 

Don’t worry… 
Get your drunk ass 

off the 
Merri- GO- 

Round!
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How many times have you 
crossed the Bay Bridge in your life-
time?  How many times have you 
boated in that area?  Have you ever 
stopped in at Libbey’s?  Well, it is 
high time you do because whether 
by boat or by car you are in for a 
treat.

Libbey’s was named by Walt 
Petrie by combining the names of 
his wife and daughters, Lisa, Lind-
say, and Abbey.  While the building 
itself has been around for over 50 
years Walt and the Petrie family 
have recently assumed ownership.  
Petrie and his team have worked 
hard to improve the dining expe-
rience and not only renovate the 
interior but also the menu while still 
paying tribute to the longstanding 
establishment.

So, let’s start with the food.  Lib-
bey’s uses fresh locally sourced 
ingredients.  Menu items are sub-

ject to change because of this, but 
you will not be disappointed with 
any of their dishes. Believe me! 
For shared plates, they have fa-
vorites such as Chesapeake Crab 
Dip and Old Bay Seafood Nachos. 
However, one that was new to me 
was Snakehead Bites.  These were 
lightly breaded and fried with some 
Old Bay and served with Thai Chili 
dipping sauce. Magnificent! There 
is a wide variety of surf and turf 
entrees to choose from for lunch 
and dinner. And if you prefer a nice 
brunch on the water you can hop on 
in for staples like crab benedict and 
omelets.  

As the name suggests they also 
have some super yummy cock-
tails.  Brunch favorites are Libbey’s 
Bloody Mary and, of course, the 
Crush Mimosa.  Upstairs you can 
partake in cocktails such as Lib-
bey’s Texas Rach Water, Twisted 

Sour, and a Drunken Mermaid.  My 
margarita lover was very pleased 
with her selection of the Cucumber 
Jalapeno Spiced Margarita.  No 
thanks for me but keep those Crush 
Mimosas coming, please. The sec-
ond floor and the deck are open for 
lunch and dinner every day. Week-
end brunch begins at 10 a.m.

Want something more relaxed?  
Head to Below Deck.  This area 
is open on Thursdays starting at 3 
p.m. and Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day starting at 11 a.m.  The menu 
offerings are slightly different down 
here, and I recommend the Sea-
food Ceviche to start.  Then you 
can choose from pizza and burgers 
or go more adventurous, like my 
crew, and try the Rockfish Rachel 
or the Blue Channel Cat or Snake-
head Po Boy.  There are also larger 
portion main plates Below Deck.

When you arrive by boat enjoy 

Libbey’s Dock & Dine. Just pull up 
to one of the complimentary slips at 
the Bay Bridge Marina and you can 
tie up for up to 2 hours while you 
enjoy your food and cocktails.  Be 
sure to contact the fuel dock atten-
dants at VHF radio 68 for instruc-
tions on your way.  You can also 
reserve a slip for the day at www.
dockwa.com if you need more than 
2 hours, which you might.

So, whether you drive over to 357 
Pier One Road, Stevensville, or 
pull up to the Bay Bridge Marina on 
your pontoon, when you get there 
let them know their friends at Upper 
Bay Boating Magazine sent you.

Libbey’s Coastal Kitchen & Cocktails
By Kimberly Ann
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Captain Mike & Storm

Captain Brian & Kent

NEW MEMBERS
SAVE $50

The Best Value
in Boating

The Best Value
in Boating

410-255-8700

Dog Days of SummerDog Days of Summer

Captain 
Chuck,

Athena
 & Rocky

Captain Erick & Ella

TowBoatU.S. Annapolis-Baltimore-Middle River’s
captains and furry crew are ready to help boaters
whenever and wherever your summer travels take you.
Be prepared for emergencies on the water. Become a
TowBoatU.S. member today! Call 410-255-8700. 
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mdwaterways@gmail.com

A 501c3 grass roots
organization

If you would like
to get involved

and make a
difference,
contact us. 

443-983-2945

Boats, Boats, Everywhere...
Abandoned and Harming our Environment

Boats are showing up all over the place,
in our waterways, driven up into the

woods and left, stranded on the side of
our roads. Abandoned boats are a

growing problem and what to do with
them is an even bigger problem!

The average cost to destroy a boat  is
$300 /ft - that’s $7,200 for a 24 ft. boat.
You may think that price is outrageous

but the boat must be stripped of all metal, the fuel and oil tanks removed,
with the fluids drained and disposed of through a recycling process and

so much more. 
Most people

cannot afford this
and are finding

alternate, illegal
ways to unload 

 their dilapidated, eyesores. Problem is, who is responsible for retrieving
the boats and where do the funds come from? While DNR is the primary
agency for Abandoned vessels, funds are very limited and only covers
the removal of vessels where there is a hazard to navigation. It’s not a
simple process to remove and destroy an abandoned vessel and very

often the boat is still registered to the owner of record from 10 years ago
after the boat has changed hands multiple times. If the original owner did
not report the sale to DNR, they are ultimately responsible for the cost of

removing and destroying the abandoned vessel.
Maryland Waterways Foundation has been working
with DNR, the Baltimore County Executive office, 

the Chief of Baltimore County Police and the marine
unit to work on a solution to the problem plus retrieve, prosecute and
properly destroy these vessels before fluids leach into our waterways

and flow into the Chesapeake Bay. 
It is only because of volunteers, donations and support from businesses

like McNeal Towing, Weavers Marine, Benjer Construction, Grace
Construction, and Riverside Services that we are able to aide with this

growing problem. Updates to come on future solutions. 



AUGUST 2024                                41

Two of my favorite species to 
fish for on the upper Chesapeake 
are the striped bass and white 
perch. I take a light tackle ap-
proach for both species but realize 
there are plenty of ways to catch 
them. For stripers you can troll, jig, 
cast, chum, and live line. For white 
perch, it’s jigging and bottom fish-
ing. But wait! We’ve left something 
out … fly fishing. Yes, there are 
many anglers out there that fish 
for stripers with a fly rod. Yet, be-
cause I am a white perch fanatic, I 
am intrigued to hear that someone 
is casting flies for them.

Enter Ethan Dill. He’s a 22-year-
old Pasadena resident who is on a 
mission to popularize fly fishing for 
bay species. By day, he works in 
the entertainment staging industry. 
In his free time, he is tying flies and 
plodding the upper bay in search 
of stripers and perch. 

Though only in his early 20s, 
Ethan has fond memories of the 
bay. As a 6-year-old he was crab-
bing with his grandfather on the 
Bush River. He uses that same 
boat to run the northern Anne 
Arundel part of the upper bay. He 
remembers, as a middle schooler, 
throwing a cast net off of his pier to 
catch peanut bunker for live lining. 

While he still enjoys live lining and 
casting conventional tackle, fly 
fishing is now his passion.

Ethan was introduced to fly 
fishing by his late friend Kyle Wat-
son. Kyle taught Ethan the art of 
fly casting in an area pond. Ethan 
enjoyed manipulating the line 
through the guides of the rod for 
the perfect cast. He has taken that 
newfound passion to renowned 
trout streams in western states. 
While we have blue ribbon trout 
fisheries in Maryland, Ethan wants 
to honor Kyle’s memory by intro-
ducing others to fly fishing on his 
home waters on the bay.

There is a difference in the way 
you cast to freshwater trout than to 
upper bay stripers and perch. In 
a freshwater environment, many 
times it’s a short flick cast. For bay 
species, Ethan uses a long, dou-
ble haul cast. He says the key to 
the long cast is feeling for the load 
of the rod in the forward and back 
cast motions. 

     In fly fishing as in light tackle 
fishing, the right rod makes all the 
difference. For stripers, he uses 
a 7 or 8-weight rod. While Ethan 
thinks that heavier class rods 
can be overkill, he does use an 
11-weight rod for casting surface 

flies. He feels that the stouter rod 
gives him more control when cast-
ing the bulkier fly, and provides 
more backbone for fighting larger 
fish that strike on the surface.

Contrasting light tackle lure fish-
ing to fly fishing, the weight of the 
lure propels that line and dictates 
how fast the lure sinks. In fly fish-
ing, the weight of the line propels 
the fly and dictates fly’s descent. 
Ethan loves the surface bite, but 
fishes throughout the water col-
umn. He uses a line that sinks 8 
inches per second when targeting 
deep fish. At shallow and mid-
depths, he uses an intermediate 
sinking line, controlling the depth 
with the way he strips the line back 
to the boat. Obviously, he uses a 
floating line to present his surface 
flies.

Anyone vaguely familiar with fly 
fishing has heard the term, “match 
the hatch.” It refers to casting a 
fly the same size as the baitfish 
your target species is feeding on. 
Ethan feels that this translated 
over to bay fishing as well. He ties 
his own flies, most in the form of 
a Clouser Minnow. He ties them 
on hooks as small as a #12 and 
as large as a 1/0. The bodies will 
be 3 to 5 inches in length, which 

closely matches the size of baitfish 
that stripers feed on. He ties bod-
ies smaller for the perch. Ethan 
likes to tinker when tying. He’ll add 
some UV resin to give his flies a 
bit more flash. He’ll also add the 
resin farther down the fly to help it 
sink slightly faster. He has a fasci-
nation with finding out which flies 
work better than others given the 
conditions he faces trip after trip.

It’s great to find another angler 
who shares the same enthusiasm 
for catching white perch. Ethan 
targets them with a 7-weight rod. 
He says it’s a bit heavy for a small 
species like perch, but lighter 
rods don’t quite offer the offer the 
control in the cast he needs. His 
smaller minnow imitations draw 
the strikes from the feisty perch.

While there are plenty of fly 
fishermen on the bay, there isn’t 
much attention brought to them 
and their techniques in the main-
stream. Ethan Dill is determined 
to change that. His pursuit of strip-
ers and white perch on the fly is 
remarkable at his early age; and 
his mission to put fly fishing on the 
upper bay in the limelight has only 
just begun.

By Tim Sherman

Upper 
Bay

Fly 
Fishing
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410.287.8280 
 448 Mauldin ave 

north east,  Md 21901

Discover the Joy of Boating!

View Our Current Inventory at:
www.AnchorBoAt.com

built to last

Whether it’s for fishing, water skiing, or a day of cruising with the family,  
Anchor Boats has new and pre-owned boats to fit your needs and your budget. 

Call today or visit our large indoor showroom, open 7 days a week!

 High & Dry Boat Storage   General Boat Repairs   Parts & Service 


