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RECHARGING THE BOAT LOVIN’ BATTERIES
WITH JIM HIGH

Thank You Guy Harvey for
showing us what it looks like! Re-
charging at the Miami Boat Show

This winter you can catch Up-
per Bay Boating Magazine at the
2" Annual Chesapeake Bay Boat
Show and we will be at the Greater
Philly Boat show also. Both Events
give us boaters a great chance to
recharge those Boat Lovin' Bat-
teries! To start recharging those
batteries, I'm heading to Key West
right after Christmas for a few
nights on the Fun Dumpster. And
for this New Year’s Eve, | will be on
the Royal Caribbeans’ Symphony
of the Seas steaming toward Mexi-
co and Honduras for seven nights.

OF NEW YEAR’S EVE!
THE CURIOU§ CASE OF

' THE USS WARRIMOO AND

So, the USS Warrimoo found

itself in a very curious place. The
date was Dec. 31, 1899, and the
ship was approaching not only the
Equator but also the International
Dateline at almost midnight. The
captain was informed by the Nav-
igator of a monumental possible
achievement. By steering a slightly
different course and by moving at
the right time the ship would find
itself in a very unusual situation.
The Bow of the ship in the Sum-
mer of Jan. 1, 1900, and the stern
of the ship in the Winter of 1899.
That means the ship would there-
fore have been simultaneously in
two different seasons (winter and
summer), in two different hemi-
spheres, on two different days, in
two different months, in two differ-
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ent years, in two different decades,
and two different centuries.

Now whether the Navigator got
it absolutely correct, whether the
captain’s timing was perfect... no
one will ever know, but | prefer to
think they NAILED it!

This story makes the common
claim that the new century started
in the year 1900, though some be-
lieve it was one year out and the
beginning of the next century was 1
January 1901 (a matter of debate).
It reminds me of when everybody
celebrated the Millennium a year
early. | felt as though 2001 was the
new Millennium, but that's not how
it went down. At least the Y2K bug
didn’t affect us all and shut down
the world!

Jim High Publisher

The Endless Summer

is a 1966 American surf
documentary film direct-
ed, produced, edited,
and narrated by Bruce
Brown. It is a beautiful
movie, incredibly iconic,
and has a way of making
the wintertime just a little
warmer. The theme song
created by the Sandals
captures the feel and
feeling of the summer-
time vibe and the feeling
of the surf. If you have

a chance, it is worth the
visit. It is another way to
recharge those batteries!

A Conversation at the Yacht Club

Several men are in the locker
room of the yacht club.

A cell phone on a bench rings
and a man engages the hands-
free speaker function and begins
to talk. Everyone else in the room
stops to listen.

MAN: “Hello”

WOMAN: “Honey, it's me. Are you
at the club?”’

MAN: “Yes”

WOMAN: “| am at the mall now
and found this beautiful leather
coat. It was only $3,000. Is it OK
if I buy it?”

MAN: “Sure, go ahead if you like
it that much.”

WOMAN: “| also stopped by the
Mercedes dealership and saw
the new 2023 models. | saw one |
really liked.”

MAN: “How much?”

WOMAN: “$150,000

MAN: “OK, but for that price, |
want it with all the options.”
WOMAN: “Great! Oh, and one
more thing...the house | wanted
last year is back on the market.
They're asking $900,000” for it.
MAN: “Well, then go ahead and
give them an offer of $800,000.
They will probably take it. If not,
we can go the extra $50,000 if it's
really a pretty good price.”
WOMAN: “OK. I'll see you later!...
[ love you so much!”

MAN: “Bye! | love you, too.” The
man hangs up.

The other men in the locker room
are staring at him in astonishment,
mouths wide open. He turns and
asks: “Hey... Does anyone know
whom this phone belongs to?”

CATCHING UP WITH
JAKE THE WATERPERSON!

I'm excited, Jake and his family are headed across the Ches-
apeake Bay Bridge this January and heading to the Chesapeake
Bay Boat Show. | can’t wait to see him again. Now Jake only likes to
cross the bridge for one reason and one reason only! Crabs! Bring-
ing crabs, oysters, and fish to the Jessup Seafood Market and NAF-
CO. He also sells to a few crab houses off of route 50 like South
River Mikes or Jimmy Cantlers. When the day is done, you know
about 2 in the afternoon Jake hauls it back across that bridge before

the traffic gets started!



Wintertime brings out the
poet in me.

I see hoarfrost in the
morning and my mind starts
searching my brain’s data
banks for things that rhyme
with hoarfrost. I’ll consider
the possibilities on a walk,
while 1 sweep the front
porch and as I peel the po-
tatoes. And sadly, if nothing
comes to mind, the preoc-
cupation with it will quite
possibly keep this writer
from sleeping soundly. I'll
wake at 4 a.m. thinking
“holocaust” or “fuel ex-
haust”. And as neither will
do, I might grumpily return
to the pillow with visions
of hoarfrost diamonds spin-

ning in my head.

And that’s if I can keep
the word “whore” out of my
thoughts!

In a flash, I’'m back in my
junior year in high school
on the set of “Man of La-
Mancha” watching Aldon-
za belt out her solo. And
that moment will carry me
to “Sister Act” which I saw
last Friday night at Milburn
Stone Theater.

It’s all poems and lyrics
in the hoarfrost times. And
these cold days too shall
pass when the (not fat at all)
ladies sing.

A friend of mine, when
weighing the pros and cons
of living on the Elk Neck

Locust Point Marina
& Taylor's Marina

« Picnic Area with Grills
* Service Department

* Clean, Air-Conditioned Restrooms

* Slips starting @ $1,400
» Store and Launch $650 for 23ft. and under.
* Family Owned and Operated

— "\
r

145 River Road, Elkton, MD 21921 | www.locustpointmarina.com

410-392-4994

Peninsula versus Lake-
wood, PA, made a list. Sad-
ly a list without hoarfrost or
actors, but a good list none-
theless.
Cons.
Living 3 hours south of
most of the relatives
Having to make new
friends
Hauling the boat all the
way to Maryland
Pros.
Better paying job
Quiet neighborhood

near a boat ramp
Living 3 hours south of
most of the relatives
Acquiring better weather.
This last one didn’t sound
like a good reason to move

BERNIES

to the relatives but think
about it. Every spring here
is 3 weeks longer, as is ev-
ery fall. Over the year that’s
6 more weeks! Over the
child-rearing years, a fami-
ly here could easily add up
to a year or more.

The travel time to the
Rogues Harbor boat ramp
in the new place vs some
cold, storm-tossed lake in
the Poconos and back could
save at least a few days.

Does hoarfrost rhyme
with storm-tossed?

I believe it does. If I
wasn’t already living in the
Upper Bay Paradise I call
home, I’d move there too.

Acce
Pts ajy Mmajor Credijt card.
s

AUTOMOTIVE

COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK

SERVICE

410.780.47017

601 D Back River Neck Road
Essex, MD 21221
berniesautomotive@verizon.net
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Full Service Marina
[wHistoric Havrede race

100 Bourbon Street
Havre de Grace, MD
1-800-960-TIDE
www.TidewaterMarina.com
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The northern snakehead is a vora-
cious, invasive, nasty fish that contin-
ues to thrive in the Chesapeake Bay.

What can you do?

If you catch a northern snakehead, harvest
it. If the snakehead has a tag, measure the
length, make note of the exact location of
capture, and call the toll-free number print-
ed on the tag. The information that you
provide is important in determining control
and management strategies.

Tagging Study

In an effort to monitor invasive northern
snakeheads in the Chesapeake Bay and
Blackwater River, the Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) reminds
anglers of the current tagging program in
conjunction with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

MARINE & RV
SUPPLIES

410-885-2455

I53 Augustine Herman Hwy
(Cayots Corner)
Chesapeake Clty, Vd

« '

Catch ‘Em,

- m,\Kill ‘Em, Eat ‘Em *

Service (USFWS).

Both agencies have placed yellow or blue
tags on approximately 500 northern snake-
heads. Each tagged northern snakehead
caught and harvested from now until 2024
could be rewarded with a gift card of $10
or $200 depending on the tag.

In order to qualify, the harvester must re-
port the tag number to USFWS at 800-448-
8322 and is asked to take a picture of their
harvested and tagged northern snakehead.
Only harvested northern snakeheads with
reported tags will qualify for gift cards.

By measuring the amount of northern
snakehead harvested, the agencies will
learn if population benchmarks are being
reached and help control the spread of the
species.

The population of snakeheads has been in-
creasing in the upper Chesapeake Bay and
is likely the top fish species that eat other

fish in the Blackwater River. Harvesting
snakeheads helps reduce predation pres-
sure on the state’s natural resources, and
the fish is also considered a flavorful and
nutritious food source.

Transporting a live northern snakehead in
Maryland and surrounding states is illegal.
More information on snakeheads is avail-
able on the DNR website.

Anyone fishing in Maryland waters who is
16 years of age or older must have a valid
Maryland fishing license. The DNR web-
site also provides more information on li-
censes and how to obtain them.

Rob Trenary of Elkton shot this huge
19.4-pound northern snakehead in the Elk
River with a bow recently and it fell just
short of the existing record of 19.9 pounds
set by Andrew Fox in 2018.

Photo courtesy of Rob Trenary

MARINE SERVICE

rull Service Boat Kepair

443-907-9749 Dpamon Berghauer

upprer i murinewery e saloocom
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By Montana Grant

Buying a used boat requires the buy-
er to beware. Not every boater is a prop-
erly trained, experienced, and responsible
Captain. Make sure that you make a close
inspection before making a big purchase.

There will be a huge fleet of used boats
available this season. When the Pandemic
landed, people that were not working were
playing. Our parks, campsites, and water-
ways were crowded with self-quarantined
recreationists. Boat sales soared as folks
looked for ways to entertain themselves.

Now that the Pandemic has passed,
these folks must go back to work and no
longer need the expense or responsibility of
owning a boat. Many of the boat toys have
just sat in the yard or marina.

Before buying a used boat, figure out
what you want, need, or can afford. Ca-
noes, kayaks, and rowboats offer little ex-
pense and can be easy to find. This is an
area where you can get fairer value or a
bargain. Consider all the potential costs.
This includes fuel, marina, or storage fees,
technology upgrades, and available time to
enjoy the boat.

If you are after a larger boat, there
are more things to consider. Having some
experienced boat mentors is a good idea.
Inspect the boat together and use your cell
phone to catalog issues that are of concern.

10

Once you decide on making an offer, wait.
Don’t be in too much of a rush. Sleep on
the deal and make an offer later. When you
present your offer, support your bid with
your pictures. The owner probably has no
idea that these inspection issues exist.
When you get closer to a deal, ask
for the Maintenance history. Based on
this, you can get a better fair market val-
ue and accurately assess the boats’ condi-
tion. Big boats mean more expenses so be
sure you can do more than dock the boat.

WHEN LOOKING AT THE BOAT
CONSIDER 3 PRIMARY FACTORS.

THE ENGINE(S) Have a mechanic do
an inspection. It may cost you up to $500
but they can identify problems before you
need to pay for them. They will also need to
look at the driveshafts and propeller, along
with all/any mounts and connections.

CONDITION OF THE HULL OR FI-
BERGLASS Focus on cracks and goug-
es. Superficial marks are just cosmetic but
deeper, larger cracks are a problem. If the
boat is newer and showing cracks, this is a
problem. Any issues need to be addressed
or discounted in the deal.

ACCESSORIES AND THE TRAILER
If you need to trailer the boat, take a close
look. Most trailer tires are worn out after 3
years. Make sure that there are no cracks
in the frame and the brakes are up to spec.

If the boat you are looking to buy is in the
seller’s yard, look at the house, and area
that is, or is not maintained. This can say a
lot about how the boat was cared for. Take
the trailer for a spin.

Many buyers focus too much on elec-
tronics, stereo, and technology. The truth
is that most of this is already outdated and
will probably need to be upgraded anyway.
Most of the warranties are not transferrable.
Cosmetic issues can be fixed.

Focus on safety first. If you are not pre-
pared to invest time and money into your
boat, maybe find another hobby. As with all
RVs, and other toys, something is always
breaking and needs attention.

Find a boating value that fits your life-
style, wants, and needs.

COMPLETE CHECKLIST
FOR BUYING USED BOATS:

The Hull

The Deck

The Deck Hardware
The Engine

The Batteries

The Rigging and Sails
The Rudder

The Steering Control
The Bilge

The Propeller

The Upholstery

The Bimini Top

The Lights

The Appliances

The Plumbing

The Trailer

The Maintenance
and Storage History

The Fair Market Price

U oo ooopooou
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1,000+ App Store Ratings
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avigate,
~- Explore,
‘The Toughest Built Aluminum Boats, Bar None.,  sas sees 15500 |
The Toughest Built A = Boats, Bar N ' Connect.
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Argo is an easy-to-use
et Portable navigation and social

: ; ‘j; — *t Y Engine
i = R N S Sale - e
_,,_,::"“J{d 3.5 hp fo J" ‘&L

2 ﬂhp Free Features Include: Upgrade to Premium Today!

g T :

= --\_I 1 Fo + Autorouting  * Reports All Argo Free Features, plus:

i@! YAM AHA ‘ i&‘}mEQICUR * Depth Charts - Reviews + Offline Charts + Tides
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Authorized Dealer & Service Center & Factory Service i * Tracks * Messaging * Weather * And More!

+ Captain's Log - Social Feed » Wind
114 Carroll Island Rd.
Middle River, MD
410-335-0000

T= boating app

Special
Intro Pricing

99
Available on phone or tablet. $1 9
Learn more at www.argonav.io. PER YEAR

premiermarinemd.com

5 B \ * ext 1o Middie River's
Sue Islend Nedng Jeres
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We are a full service marina offering the finest incustomer care for your boat.

Our family friendly marina is a welcoming home port to enjoy with friends

after a great day on the water. On site experienced technicians will take care

fo maintenance and repairs and keep your boat in tiptop shape all season
and winterize yor boat for safe, onsite storage.

Wet Slips to 50’ » 30 & 50 Amp Service

.-.#“ 850 Baltlmnre Yacht Club Road- Essex, Maryland 21221
N 39°17.05' W 76° 23.45’
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Argo Navigation releases a new premium app version

Navigation and Social boating app users can upgrade for offline charts, weather, wind, tides, and more

Argo Navigation announces the re-
lease of a new premium app version of
its popular boating app that gives free
app users the ability to upgrade for ex-
panded features.
Over 90,000 boaters across the U.S.
and Canada rely on Argo’s robust,
easy-to-use free app for navigation and
social boating to improve their experi-
ence on the water. Boaters will contin-
ue to enjoy all of Argo’s free features or
have the option to upgrade to the Argo
Premium app version for even more
features like:
» Offline Charts — download charts
anywhere in North America to use
offline if connectivity is lost while on
the water
* Weather, Wind & Tides — see an
extended 7-day marine weather fore-
cast with daily and hourly conditions
Additional advanced features such
as GPX import/export, AlS traffic, and
more will be added to the Premium ver-
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sion in the months ahead. Argo Premi-
um is available at an introductory rate
of only $19.99 per year, making it one
of the most affordable boating apps on
the market.

“Argo’s new Premium version takes
our robust free navigation app to the
next level by eliminating any connec-
tivity concerns boaters may have using
a mobile app on the water,” says Jeff
Foulk, founder of Argo Navigation. “Our
autorouting functionality using NOAA/
USACE depth layers, combined with
new offline charts and extended in-
app weather forecast capability, makes
Argo the go-to boating app for safe
voyage planning and navigation.”

Argo has experienced tremendous
growth in popularity since its launch in
2019, more than ftripling its user base
from 25,000 to over 90,000 in the last
year. User growth is attributed to the
app’s ease of use, positive user ratings
& reviews, and word of mouth from loy-

al app users.

Boaters use Argo to plan and take trips
with routing based on a boat's draft
and depth data, making navigation saf-
er and easier. Social and community
features allow boaters to connect with
friends on the water and tap into crowd-
sourced local boating knowledge, navi-
gation advice, destination reviews, and
more.

Frequent updates will be released for
both the free and premium app ver-
sions, as Argo continually enhances
navigation and social features for boat-
ers.

Argo is available as a free download for
phones or tablets on the App Store or
Google Play. New or existing users can
choose to upgrade to the Premium ver-
sion at any time. To learn more about
Argo and view app tutorials, visit www.

argonav.io.
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from the ICW
Look for our lighthouse
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TOW, TOW, TOW
YOUR BOAT

By Montana Grant

Putting the truck before
the boat is often an after-
thought. Buyers tend to see
the pretty boat without know-
ing if their potential tow car
or truck can do the job effi-
ciently and safely. There are
several things to consider
before buying that boat.

At some point, most boat
owners may need to tow their
craft. Large marina-bound
boats are one thing, but the
average Bay boat owner
tows their boat to a ramp or
seasonally moves the boat
in or out of the water. You
need a truck that can handle
the weight. You next need a
trailer that matches the boat
and your tow rig.

Diesel Trucks are strong
and tough towers. These
rides have low torque and
are better on steep grades,
like launching ramps. They
also tend to be more fuel
efficient. Since they have a
higher compression ratio,
along with better cylinder
pressure, towing capacity
can be maintained. Diesel
does require more mainte-
nance than gas engines.
Their exhaust systems are
more complex, but a diesel
truck can tow nearly twice

14

the weight of a gas-engine
truck.

Gas engine trucks may
be perfect for the average
Hobby Boater’s needs.
You need to do the math.
First look at the Payload
Capacity of your truck.
Keep in mind that most ad-
vertised information does
not consider passenger and
gear weight. Their numbers
will look better than they are.
Towing Capacity is the to-
tal weight that your truck can
tow without overworking it.
The next thing to consid-
er is stopping the tow rig.
Consider the type of brakes
on your truck and trailer.
They must work together to
stop smoothly. Surge Brakes

are a popular system that
connects the trailer coupling.
A piston engages hydraulic
lines that decelerate soft-
er and smoother than other
brakes.

The brakes on the truck and
trailer wheels can be dam-
aged by salt water, so peri-
odically inspect, and rinse
these features. Hydraulic
disc brakes work well in
the water and take higher
pressures. They also re-
quire proper adjustment and
maintenance.

Different states have dif-
ferent laws and towing
requirements.  Generally,
the tow trailer may not need
brakes until it is over 3,000
pounds.

Debating what  truck
is “best” is a personal
choice. If your boat is big
and heavy, look at a diesel
truck. These are also better
for long hauls and more rural
drives. Make sure that your
tow rig has AWD or 4WD.
These are helpful when con-
ditions become slippery, and
you need traction. Whatever
tow rig you pick, maintain
the tires. Trailer tires are of-
ten degraded after 3 or few-
er years. Sun, salt, and trav-
el degrade them faster than
truck tires.

Ford trucks have a won-
derful selection of towing
options. One favorite is a
backup assist system. We
have all seen the terrible
boat backer uppers at the
launch ramp. The backup
system controls the steering
wheel while the driver simply
turns a knob to navigate the
trailer. You still need to look
at your mirrors and the back-
up camera.

Once you know what your
tow rig can do, you can
match it with the boat you
can tow.

Anchors aweigh!

Upper Bay Boating
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www.SassafrasHarborMarina.com

shmarina@sassafrasharbormarina.com
2 George St. Georgetown, MD 21930

410-275-1144

Harbor Marine Store

410-275-2666

The Heron's Nest Gift Shop

Covered Slips L‘
Floating Docks i
AJC Bath Houses
70 Ton Travel Lift
Repairs/Maintenance

Activities Center
Harbor Café
WiFi

Sassafras Harbor

60" Jefferson Marguessa '89
1-DD, 4 Strms., Al new Canvas
$264.900 wiDinghy

—

r.* = _' sk

46" Maxum 4600 SCB 00
Diesel, Bow & Stem Thousters
£196,500 wiDinghy

42’ Sea Ray Sundancer 04
Dhesel, New canvas ‘21
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o

L =0
EN,YEAR ROUNDJ
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Marina Yacht Sales

_—

38’ Regal 3880 Commodore ‘05
Low hours, well maintained!
£144 500

37" Silverton Convertible ‘90
T-Crusader, New canvas 21
£29 500

33 Formula 330 85 05
[-MerCruiser VO
569,900

30" Cruisers 300 Express 06
[-Woha ¥O, Mice condbon!
£59.800

S-MerCruiser 7410
$29800

$29,900 |

*** Visit our website for more Photos and Information on all our listings ***
www.sassafrasharbormarina.com ~ 410-275-8000 ~1 George St. Georgetown, MD
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GREEN WITH ENVY

Chesapeake Bay boaters have a front-row seat for one of nature's most exclusive light shows.
Sit back in the cockpit and enjoy it... if you're LUCKY.

One late summer evening in
1997, just as the upper orange

The rim of the sun slipped slowly
beneath the watery horizon of the

Caribbean Sea, | caught a
glimpse of what sailors have been
seeking for almost 200 years......
the elusive Green Flash!

We were vacationing on the is-
land of Aruba that September and,
on a whim, decided to take advan-
tage of the crystal clear evening by
sitting at the water's edge, drink in
hand (maybe that's the key), and
searching for that evasive touch
of green. Not that we expected to
see it, mind you... only a select few
can make that claim... but the fun
was in the search. Or so | thought.

For those unfamiliar with the
phenomenon, let me share what
| knew or thought | knew, back in
'97. On very clear evenings in the
tropics, if you watch the sunset
very closely, you might just see a
flash of green the instant the sun
dips below the horizon. It can also
be seen at sunrise, | had heard,
just before the sun rises, but since
I'm rarely up at that hour...

SIDEBAR:
LOOK CAREFULLY!

While only a few are chosen,
the legend goes, those who spy it
are blessed with good fortune for
the remainder of their days! (While
my luck has been OK since 97, I'm
not convinced that I've been fully
compensated. But who do | com-
plain to?)

Now, what does this have to do
with Chesapeake Bay boating, you
ask? Well, after renewed interest
in the phenomenon, experts in the
field have discovered that green
flashes can be seen almost any-
where in the world. You don't have
to be sailing in the South Pacific
or relaxing on an Aruban beach to
join our exclusive fraternity. You
just have to be in that proverbial
right place at the right time." While
the right place can be the Chesa-
peake, the right time can be a tad
more difficult to arrange. You'l
need nature's full cooperation to
get it right.

Andrew T. Young, adjunct pro-
fessor of astronomy at San Diego
State University and accepted au-
thority in the field cite several con-
ditions that need to be met before

-

there's a reasonable chance for
success. First, you need to have
a low, sharply defined horizon.
While an open ocean is ideal, the
waters of a large lake or bay will
do just fine.

Next, the air needs to be clear,
not hazy, and relatively pollu-
tion-free. While not easy condi-
tions to find on the industrialized
east coast, Young points out that
the hours following the passage of
a cold front often provide air that's
clean enough to meet conditions.

Lastly, to see the "classic" Green
Flash, the The surface of the water
needs to be significantly warmer
than the surrounding air, creating
perfect conditions for the special
light refraction that's required for
us to see that emerald-colored
burst.

To further enhance our chances
of seeing the Green Flash, Young
suggests using binoculars since
some flashes are hard to see
with the naked eye. He also rec-
ommends that you not look away
immediately after the sun has dis-
appeared. Waves on the water or

By L. Alan Keene

in the air can give a false sunset,
causing the sun to reappear, may-
be with a green flash attached.

OK, let's see. The lower Chesa-
peake is wide enough to give us a
sharp, clear, watery horizon... the
number 1 requirement met.

And as we move down the Bay
from Baltimore, the air should
gradually become cleaner, with
fewer pollutants. After a cold front,
the air should be even cleaner...
number 2 requirement met. And
on a cold Fall evening, the water
should be warmer than the sur-
rounding air. Now, if we use binoc-
ulars and wait a few seconds after
the sun has disappeared, we can't
miss it. Right?

Wrong. You've got to be a little
lucky, too... or more accurately;
a lot lucky. That's what makes it
so special; so sought after. If the
Green Flash was easy to see, |
wouldn't be able to sit back and
brag about it the way | have and
you, along with most of the boating
world, wouldn't be so green with
envy!

I'd be remiss if | didn't remind you of the dangers of looking directly at the sun. Don't start looking until the bottom edge has touched
the horizon, and even then, if it's uncomfortable to look at, DON'T. Andrew Young offers this Rule of Thumb: "if your thumb, extended
horizontally at arm's length, can cover up the Sun while touching the horizon, the sun is low enough to look at safely."

Upper Bay Boating
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YOUR SERVICE OR
TORAGE NEEDS

OAS'SMARINAS_

over YOUR OASIS
MARINE SERVICE

« Electronic Installation and Upgrades
* Drive Services * Electrical Systems
* Exhaust, Fuel & Cooling Systems
* Trailer Repairs and Re-Wiring

Fiberglass and Detail Work Can Be Quoted
We perform manufactures recommended service on most engines

CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR BOAT WINTERIZATION
SERVICGES AND BOAT WINTER STORAGE NEEDS

OASIS MARINAS AT GUNPOWDER COVE
Joppatowne, MD 21085 | gunpowdercove@oasismarinas.com | (667) 309-9336
Experience Remarkable!
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What is “CuS]|

By Tim Sherman

Fishing lures come in endless sizes,
shapes, and color combinations. You
would think that there is something
that satisfies every fisherman. Try as
major lure makers might, anglers are
still going to complain that they can't
get exactly what they want. Truth be
told, mass producers can’t appease
everyone. If you reach out to the big
manufacturers, they may make a
special run of lures for you. However,
the number of baits you have to buy
is astonishing. It's understandable
because they are set up to do mass
quantities. Still, some may not take
custom requests at all. This is where
the custom lure trade comes in.

The trends in the sport of fishing, and
the advanced knowledge of today’s
fishermen are helping the push for
custom baits. There’s no secret | took
up building and painting custom lures in
2017 as a hobby. It has been a learning
experience in how to, with what, and
what do people want. Fishermen
may want a lure blank painted in a
major manufacturer’'s pattern, or a
mass-produced bait painted to look
like forage found where they fish.
They may want a jig skirt that more
closely matches the crawfish on their
favorite bass waters or a spinnerbait
skirt that resembles a white perch
or bay anchovy, which cannot be
readily found on tackle shop shelves.

There are easy tweaks with lures
and complex ones. The easy ones
can be done by most anglers. One
of the biggest complaints about the
mainstream lures is the low-quality
hooks. They can easily be swapped
out with better hooks found at tackle
shops. Fishermen can add details
with a marker. A false eye, the black
dot found on the upper body of most
shad species. A little line of red along
the qill plate is also a popular addition.

When it comes to custom paint
jobs, several things can be added or
subtracted ... hence, the term custom.
Painters can add scale patterns or
bone structures. There are masks
and stencils available to create lifelike
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crawfish and baitfish patterns. Old-
school patterns that are now
unavailable can be recreated
The eye color, itself, is also
an option. Let's say you want
a replica of a lure from “Brand
X”, and that lure has a red
eye. You wish they would
have made it with a silver
eye. With a custom lure,
you have that option. You
also wish that “Brand X"
would have gone one size
larger or smaller with the hook. That
is also a choice with custom work,
right done to your brand of choice.
Let's say you have some old, beat-
up, lures in your tackle box that used
to be your favorites. You can either let
them rot in the bottom of the tackle box
for eternity or get them to the custom
lure guy for a new paint job. Custom
work can be done to match the same
pattern the lures had, or they can
be modified to fit your preferences.
In the accompanying picture, you see
two versions of Tennessee shad. The
version on top is an old Strike King 6 XD
that has yellow eyes, a false eye, and
a faint splash of orange on the throat
area. The bottom lure is a replica of
an angler’s favorite lure with gill plate
makings, a silver eye, a red throat
area, and a false eye set father back.
Skirted lures, such as jigs and
spinnerbaits, come in many color
patterns. Still, anglers might want some
modifications. What manufacturers
see as a baitfish or crawfish imitator
may not be specific to the strain
in your fishery. Working with the
custom lure makers can get you
dialed into those in your environment.
Silicon and rubber skirt material
comes in a seemingly endless array
of colors. You have the ability to mimic
the crawfish and baitfish found here in
the Chesapeake tributaries right down
to the number of strands of a specific
color within the skirt. Skirts can be
made for your existing jig or provided
by the custom company. They may
have a jig or spinnerbait head that more

closely matches
the skirt they are making for you.
There is also a market for
customization in soft plastic lures. C.J.
Espey is a co-owner of Bust ‘Em Baits
which specializes in soft jerkbaits for
saltwater fishing. While the local com-
pany now uses a commercial produc-
er to meet demands, they still get calls
for special colors that are not in their
catalog. C.J. says there is still a legion
of guys that clamors for old-school
colors like black back/chartreuse
and blue back/pearl. Bust ‘Em Baits
still has the capacity to make small-
er, special run colors as time permits.
Wes Barnes is a hobby-based soft
lure maker who specialized in bass
lures. He gets loads of requests to
modify his lures to look and perform
differently from the mainstream. His
biggest request is for laminated — two
color — lures that more readily match
crawfish and baitfish on which bass
feed. Some anglers will ask for a
different size and/or color of the flake
added to the plastic bait to stand out
from the mass-produced baits. We can
also work with how the bait moves in
the water. He adds salt to plastisol to
make the lure sink faster than those
without. He also has a plastisol formula
for fishermen who want floating lures.
Many fishing lures on the market today
have a great following. Anglers have
their favorites across the different types,
and they catch plenty of fish with them.
Yet, if you want baits that are slightly
different, or distinctly stand out from
the rest, then custom lures are for you.

Upper Bay Boating



The USS Constellation

-Kimberly Merriken

| don’t know what | was think-
ing when asked if | wanted to go
see the USS Constellation in dry
dock, but | can tell you | was not
prepared at all for the sights | was
about to see.

| met up with Sam Weaver
and Karen Wynn of Weaver's Ma-
rine and the Maryland Waterways
Foundation on a very chilly Tues-
day morning and headed down to
the Tradepoint Atlantic dry dock.
As we pulled up you could just
see the top of the Constellation
and her masts protruding from the
dry dock. The rest of the ship was
“underground”. To say | was blown
away by the size of the ship com-
pared to people and the size of the
dry dock compared to the ship is
an understatement.

Let’s start with the dry dock. It
measures 1,200 feet in length, 199
feet in width, and has a depth of at
least 32 feet, according to my pho-
tos. The dock construction began
in 1969 and finished in 1971. It

was originally built to build boats
but when the market in Baltimore
for ship construction dried up it
began being used for repairs and
maintenance. Before Tradepoint
Atlantic put the dry dock back in
service in 2020 it had not been
used since 2017. Residents of the
area were glad to see the industry
coming back because of the long
history of shipbuilding and repair in
Sparrows Point. In fact, there were
roughly 600-700 ships built onsite
with the last being the USS Tanner
built in 1989.

In comparison, the USS Con-
stellation measures 200 feet in
length, the beam length is 43 feet,
and a draught of 21 feet. The ship
construction began in 1853 with
the keel and she was finally out
to sea in 1854. The Constellation
was commissioned in 1855 for for-
mal service in the USN. The USS
Constellation was active until 1940
when she was decommissioned.
However, during World War Il she

SLIPS AVAILABLE! MINUTES TO THE BAY!
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was recommissioned and used in
non-combat roles. In 1945 she
was moved to Boston next to the
USS Constitution. In 1955 she
was decommissioned for the final
time and relocated to Baltimore.
Landmark status was granted in
1963. One of her claims to fame
is the fact that she was the last all-
sail-powered warship constructed
for the service. Another is the fact

that she is the only complete Amer-
ican Civil War-era warship still in
existence.

Baltimore is an area with so
much maritime history! | was hon-
ored to witness this majestic ship
in dry dock and research the dock
and the ship for this article. | can-
not thank my hosts enough for pro-
viding me with this experience.

Schedule Your Spring
Service Work NOW.

Floating & Fixed Piers ¢ Slips up to 45’  Fuel Dock & Pump Out
Ship's Store « Swimming Pool

FULL MECHANICAL REPAIR & SERVICE

Warranty center for all Mercury Products e Certified Techs e Fiberglass Repairs
Hull/Engine Work ® Repowering ® Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE! 410-335-6563

L Interiux. PMERCURY"®
HWULGRIP MTABC
918 SENECA PARK RD. MIDDLE RIVER, MD 21220

PORTERSSENECAMARINA.COM
Winter 2023

SIGNS * BANNERS & FLAGS * VEHICLE MAGNETS
WINDOW, WALL & VEHICLE DESIGNS & LETTERING
LOGO DESIGN * AD SET-UPS for Print & Online
DECALS * BUSINESS CARDS * POSTCARDS

and many other printed items!

443-841-3918

Text for faster response
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GAME ON

Honing Skills During

The Off-Season

By Montana Grant

Boating is a learned skill. To become a
captain or excellent watercraft sailor, you
need to practice and learn the skills needed
to navigate and stay safe on the water. These
games can be played on land, at the dock, or
on the water. Invite, invest, and share own-
ership of your watercraft.

There are plenty of things to learn about
boating. Maybe start with the names of the
gear and parts of a boat. Make some flash-
cards to start. After you are practiced learn-
ing the names, make a game up that is like
Pin the Tail on the Donkey, except you will
be sticking the names of the boat parts on
the part.

Games are available using the comput-
er for learning in the off-season. Everyone
must learn how to use and enjoy your water-
craft safely and correctly.

If you are using a kayak or canoe, shallow
water games are great fun. You can certain-
ly race. Maybe do a jump-in and out of the
boat activity. Race the canoe when it’s full
of water. Use your pants and clothes to make
floatation devices. Make a race that includes
a portage or make you switch positions.

Try setting up challenges and a map.
Boaters must locate a spot and complete
a task. The event could be timed. Station
1 would be a launch and then travel to the
second station. Maybe this station requires
them to set the anchor and demonstrate a

rescue. The next station could be at the boat
ramp where a trailer flat tire needs changed.
Themes would vary based on needs and
what is available. Catching a fish, gathering
firewood, picking up trash, retrieving a flag,
or... come up with your own ideas.

Boat knots are a great contest. Nautical
Knots would be the theme. Use the knots
when mooring and working on the boat.
Maybe award a captain’s hat that the win-
ners get to wear until the next challenge.

Powerboating means navigation, laws,
regulations, and rules. Have the gamesters
plot a route to a place, drop anchor, and
complete a safety check. Maybe plan a scav-
enger hunt where the boater needs to locate
and find several items or places while safely
and efficiently navigating the boat.

Of course, the parents and mentors need
to be on hand to keep things safe. Anticipate
any problems and be prepared to step in and
save the day.

Kids learn best when they make a mis-
take. This is the moment when they can pay
attention and you can teach them a skill.
This is not the moment when you yell at
them. A participation award will not help
them to master a skill.

Every boat needs a crew that can help op-
erate and celebrate the boat with the family.
Once you teach them the ropes, they can be-
come a reliable member of the crew.

Upper Bay Boating



AVOIDING THE WINTER BLUES: CHECK ON YOUR BOAT!

By TowBoatUS Captain Dale Plummer

Winter weather can be rough on boats, so please
take extra precautions when keeping your vessel in the
water for the season. Accumulation of snow and ice on
a moored or docked vessel increases the potential for
sinking, property damage, and fuel pollution to occur.
Piled up ice and snow on deck can clog deck drains
and add weight that can push the waterline over the
scuppers and thru-hulls.

Another cold weather danger to boats stored in the
water is cracked and failed thru-hull fittings and
bursting hoses and strainers. If water remains in a
hose, strainer, or thru-hull, it will freeze when the
temperature drops. You never know when that intake
hose is going to freeze solid and pop.

To ensure the safety of your boat during the winter
months, be sure to perform regular vessel checks and
remove any snow and ice build-up. Never rely on
electric heaters to prevent freezing because electricity
may not be reliable during and after storms when you
can not access your boat.

Be sure to winterize promptly, close all the seacocks
and plug exhaust ports before the freezing temperatures
set in. The next thaw will quickly show who winterized
correctly and who has been ignoring their boat. For more
expert advice on winter storage and hundreds of other
topics, visit www.boatus.com/expert-advice. As always,
happy to help!

Tow/ BoatUs.

Visit us at The Chesapeake Bay Boat Show
January 20-22, 2023

Maryland State Fairgrounds Booth C7

BOAT SHOW SPECIAL

SAVE $50

On All Saltwater Memberships

Winter 2023
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THE SHELLER

A Gadget Must Have

By Kimberly Merriken

Who in Maryland does not
like crabs? Not too many peo-
ple. Who in Maryland has about
three different gadgets on the ta-
ble to help them pick their crabs?
Just about everyone! There was
a time when | opened my utensil
drawer to get ready for picking
crabs and was greeted with a
mess of mallets, knives, and vari-
ous bottle openers.

However, this product The
Sheller has saved me from that
mess and the inevitable, “Hey
hon can you crab the - mallet/
knife/bottle opener - while your
hands are clean? | totally forgot.”

The Sheller was created by
Shelby Blondell, who is a singer
and songwriter. In 2017, the idea
came to her that there must be a
better way to eat crabs and open
a beer. With her creative spirit
and entrepreneurial thinking there
were many drawings and a few
prototypes before the product was
patented, trademarked, and avail-
able to the masses. Shelby and
The Sheller won a $30,000 grand
prize at Salisbury University’s

DUEFY CREEK MARINA

The Sheltered Harbor o the Sassafr

Providing quality senvice to the Sassafras River
for over 50 years. Bring your family and Lets Go Boating!

semi-annual Ratcliffe Foundation
Shore Hatchery entrepreneurship
competition in 2021. But for me,
the best part is the product is not
only made in the USA but right
here in the crab capital, Maryland.
| needed to try this product
out so when | recently had some
friends from South Carolina up for
a visit we got some crabs and set-
tled in with The Sheller and a few
Bohs. The first thing you notice
is The Sheller is beautifully craft-
ed from stainless steel and is all
one piece. No more mallet heads
falling off the stick. It is also flat
which stops you from smashing
the crab to pieces. The Sheller
allows you to easily open your
crab with just one smack. The
knife end makes scraping and
picking so easy. Even my south-
ern friends looked like pros with it.
Oh, did | mention this gadget
is flat?! What a difference in my
utensil drawer. This space-saving
design created order in the chaos
of my utensil drawer. It really is
an amazing product all around.
Where can you purchase this

amazing
gadget you ask?
Well, it is available
at Shelby’s Etsy
store, her website:
THESHELLER.
com, at the Makers
of Maryland, pop-
up shop (located on
the Avenue at White
Marsh in the old Pier
1 building), Route One
Apparel, and of course
Amazon. Don’t forget
to use Amazon Smile
to support your favorite
charity and if you don'’t
have one feel free to sup-
port mine: St. Luke Lutheran
Church, founded in 1958.
You can also follow THE
SHELLER on social me-
dia such as Facebook and
Instagram at @THESHELL-
ER and hashtag yourself and
friends making memories at
#THESHELLERmemories.

Mobile Elecirical, Elecironics and Mechanical

Launching ramp open 24hrs. Ll sk i

Seasonal hors:WF 8304630 Veeencs 90500 | IREBE_ SORIE | . )
- MR R www.mallardmarineservices.com
20 Duffy Creek Rd., Georgetown, MD ¥ s o

410-275-2141 duffy@duff fbreelﬁrn'a]"i
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BUSINESS

owners ||| 2023 BASS TRACKER

and promoteyour || CLASSIC
message in with a Mercury 50 and Trailer.

UPPER BAY Includes Cover.

BOATING
MAGAZINE?

If your customer base
lives or boats on the
upper bay, you should
take a look at the
Upper Bay Boating
Magazine for your

advertising needs. Our ’ 18 910

magazine and website 1 T

offer the only targeted R A K E R ' with Reg|strat|on
editorial based mar- and Fees excluded.

keting opportunity for _ boats

this region.

Theviking38@ CARLISLE'S MARINE
gmail.com 49 Artisan Drive Smyrna, DE 19977

(302) 389-0100

410-404-3013 WWW.CARLISLESMARINE.COM

Sunset Harbor Marina is starting to take reservations for Boatel
Racks and Slips on Morman Creek for the 2023 boating season!
Cwr fully enclosed boatel s one-of-a-kind in the Middle River
areq, with a security and fire suppression system second fo none.
Cur Wiggins forklifts can safely and easily handle boats up to 34
with beams up to 10.5', and performance boafls up to 38°. At
Sunset Harbor your canvas will last longer, your wax will hold
longer, and there is no need to betiom paint! Call us today to
book a boatel rack or cne of our many in-water slips.

While Sunset Harbor is your frusted source for boatel storage, we
also offer many services through our marine technician center.
Cur Mercury and Volvo Penta certified technicians have industry-
leading experience when it comes to repaliing and maintaining
your vessel. Need Mercury or Volve Penta warranty work? We
have you covered at Sunset Harbor!

Callus at 410-687-72%0 tc book vessel storage or service work

Winter 2023
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Join the MWF Team!

Be the Change our Waterways Need

Maryland Waterways Foundation is a non-profit, grassroots organization
founded in 2019. The focus of our organization is working with volunteers in
communities, businesses, schools and more to educate simple, everyday
ways we can all make a difference to improve the health of our waterways.
Whether it be getting out and joining one of our cleanups, getting neighbors,
social groups or friends involved or simply donating to help the cause, it all
makes a difference.

One focus is taking on college environmental students as interns over the
summer months. We are always looking for enthusiastic students who want
a valuable, hands-on life experience. We always appreciate any donations to
help support this invaluable, educational experience. The internship
involves down and dirty work, leadership experiences, and a multitude of
connections and field trips.

Our internship is an opportunity for students to apply the knowledge they
have gained by books and lectures and apply it to real world situations and
people. The great part is that we learn as much from our students as the

learn from our experiences.
This summer we had interns from Susquehanna | N

University and CCBC, an outstanding partner for
students. The students were great, as always, and MWF
will support them in all future endeavors. It was
awesome receiving feedback from the interns' and
knowing that we were succeeding in our goals for them.

Pariya Ahmadi wrote, "The past 5 months have been the
most instructive, illuminating, and exciting perigdbofw-""
time for me...the breadth of exposure | recelved elt tms
internship to different sectors of, e :
environmental science from the non- w

e Bl
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education is incredible thanks to the -
mdwaterways@gmailcom  sheer diversity of endeavors MWF is
443-983-2945 involved in." Also noting, ..."the good
www.marylandwaterways that can happen when the economy X
foundation.org and the environment join forces, a duo
I thought unlikely in the real world."
Knowing that MWF has made &% )t
an impact on these young 5"""?{“"_,
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involved and make a
difference, contact us.
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A 501c3 grass roots organization

*Pariya's experience in full is available online

24 Upper Bay Boating



“It’s like Airbnb for boat docks!”

DON'T LET YOUR DOCK SIT EMPTY — LIST IT ON...

DOCKSHARE

—
—

—

M

LIST YOUR DOCK TELL US ABOUT SAFELY EARN
FOR FREE YOUR DOCK EXTRA INCOME

Start by sharing your dock Choose when your dock is With ease of mind, your
without any upfront cost. available, set the pricing, cash will begin to flow in,
and add all the specs.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.DOCKSHARE.APP

Winter 2023 25




UPPER BAY BOATING MAGAZINE

We welcomes pictures of your boat, boat dog, family & friends having a good time on the bay.
Also, if you are a writer, please get in touch with us - you may become a regular columnist.

THEVIKING38@GMAIL.COM

This Pup Says,
"Cometothe %
Chesapeake 4§

Boat Show!" S8

f _
Ahhhhh,
Springtime
onthe
Chesapeake Bay

. A %

On the ready for
some raftups!

Moose is on

the Loose!!! =
Tubingon e == ——
Sue Creek, S

¢ This pupp‘
. is ready to

~ paddle! \ &P S
Come on This puppy
ringtime ' is ready to -

T " gobackon
the water!
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Family Owned & Operated for 76 Years

Weaver's Marine

Spotlight on Service Since 1945 Onsite, Superior Service for 76 Years
The best amenities at the right price, where you will feel right at home!

* Roaing Piers, witle Enoemiers * Restaurants chose by kand & water, Delivery Rvakabiity
* SIS 10 accommadate Up to 60 boats e 1 *|ive Abeartis welcome
*Ciean, Private bathroom / shower iaciiies-Secure & Sale * Picnic area with orill and tables

*Home of Fiverside Yacht Cluh - Estabiished 1960

*Vienturing Crew 726 & Sea Scout Ship 7117 on Sike for youth seeking
outroor aciivilies - camping, kayaks, canes, ishing and more

*mmmmmwumamwnmmmi.i
* Prolessional, Certifled Tectnicians and 38 on it lor onsilerepars =~

msmwmmmmm

no speed *Afacent 30 acre park wilh boat ramp

*Sale, quiet environment - 24 hour on sile surveliance o WA 3=¥  *Charter Fishing Boats on Siie, Call lor more information
*Fully Siocked Boat Store-prolessional parts specialist/ discount pricing *f Campsiie with hook-uos

*Home of Manand Waterways Foundation - We care 2bout our Chesapeake “Upgraded, hi speed wi-i

By Ol 1Tl gL 655

Expert Restoration, Installation & Service of the latest Marine Technology fnemﬂmy
oo Call Jeff Zahney [N = s=axe=rer pegmr R0

Bow Thrusters

410-686-4944 HERCURY ﬁ RePower & Rewiring Experts

vir B WwW.weaversmarine.net @ i, Lol s
. 730 RIVERSIDE DR., ESSEX, MD 21221 el Tomdaton “S) Y
«).« MIABC W’

Ma;ylandwatemaysfuundanun.org

] for a Career inthe N
LET' !

Experienced Preferred but Willing tc

e Job & Marine School$ Pr

tanding, Respected Marine $

echanics

Parts Specialist
Fiberglass Repair

Pler & Yard Workers

we want g

Tech Training ¢
Great Pay & Benefits ’

If you wan! Pay You
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PIRATES TOOK THE ANNUAL

CECIL COUNTY
CHRISTMAS PARADE -

by storm on
Saturday,
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o The Oldest and Largest Boat Club How the Club Works

e Unlimited Training with Licensed
Captains

+ 18+ Locations in MD, DC & DE

« 170+ Boats in MD, DC & DE

» Reciprocal access to 4000+ boats at 350+ Ve Toka Got Unfimited  Take Any
. Cars of it All, [nlrr Fﬂ& Training from Hoat Out a3
clubs worldwide Wetedeathe-  onthly Licanaed Often os You

Duas Coptaine Wih

We are happy to be at the award winning Baltimore Boating Center!
Visit this location at 2015 Turkey Point Rd., Essex MD 21221

Came and checl us autl at:

« The Chesapeake Bay Boat Show -
January 20-22nd at
the Timonium State Fairgrounds

or
+ The Greater Philadelphia Boat Show -
January 27-29th at the
Greater Philadelphia EXPO Center at Oaks

www.Freedom BnutClub.cnm
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By Montana Grant
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The Chesapeake Bay is
full of boats. Most boats
remain in the marinas,
trailers, and  storage.
Wouldn’t it be great to see
every Bay Region boat
afloat at the same time?
Everyone, at some point
in their lives, wants a
boat. WHY?

Maybe it is because hu-
mans are just big bags of
water. Most of our mass
is made up of water. We
could die from dehydra-
tion faster than other ail-
ments. Every cell of our
bodies is filled with wa-
ter! Being on the water,
hearing water, smelling
water, and swimming in
the water, all inspire us to
love water. For 9 months,
we floated in our mother’s
wombs, in water. Why
wouldn’t we want to be
near water?

Many boaters can’t swim!
What is with that? Thank
goodness life preserv-
ers come in many colors,
styles, and sizes. Every-
one on or near water needs
to know how to swim. If
you can’t, learn how to
swim. It could save your
life. So, boaters that can’t
swim, buy boats? May-

be there should be a law.
I hope that they practice
safety drills.

Big expensive boats are
another way for wealthy
people to show off. The
more expensive, the bet-
ter. Size matters to people
with big egos.

Boats are not cheap, but
you can enjoy boating on
the cheap. Make friends
with someone that buys
a boat. Make sure that,
when you are invited, you
bring lunch, snacks, and
beer, and treat the own-
ers well. It’s cheaper than
buying your own boat.
Hand-me-down boats
are also abundant. Uncle
Joe’s old boat ends up in
your yard. Now it has be-
come a project.

One boat is never enough.
Boat owners have many
needs. The needs of a fish-
erman are way different
from the needs of their
wives that just want to
cruise and suntan. Boaters
seldom settle for just one
boat. They may also enjoy
small watercraft like ca-
noes, kayaks, duck boats,
rafts, party boats, and row
boats. Sailboats are also
a more nautical choice.

Speed and ski boats offer
a variety of choices. Boat-
ers find a way to expand
and change their fleets.
Boats are empowering.
Pressing a throttle forward
is the same as flooring the
gas pedal. Navigating,
locating fish, plotting a
course, docking, launch-
ing, and all things boating
make sailors feel skilled
and competent.

Boaters have different
wants. Some boaters want
to paddle or row. Others
want to engage the Ten-
nessee Go Fasters and roar
across the bay. Each style
has its thrills. Feeling the
wind in your hair and hats
blowing off is an adrena-
line rush. So is stealth ful-
ly gliding up a creek and
watching  unsuspecting
deer, waterfowl, and birds
in their ecosystems.

Boats are a ton of work!
There was a reason that
the early galleys of Rome
and other nations were
powered by slaves. Most
people do not want to do
the work. For every hour
of boating, there are sev-
eral hours of maintenance,
bills, care, and organiza-
tion.

Something always is bro-
ken. The batteries won’t
charge, the motor won’t
start, the trailer has a flat,
and the seagulls crapped
all over your boat, ... It’s
always something. Boat
ramps can be crowded.
Good weather and holi-
days bring out the flotil-
las of seasonal wannabe
boaters. Plan, prepare,
and avoid the problems
to avoid landing on Gilli-
gan’s Island.

When things are work-
ing, boating is magic! The
sounds, smells, feel, and
power enthralls us all. It
is all worthwhile when
we see the smiles of the
guests and crew. Consid-
er boating when others
don’t. The Fall and early
Spring offer wonderful
weather and less crowded
waters.

We boat because we like
water. The boat allows us
to travel, enjoy sports, and
maybe catch a big one. We
can boat with family and
friends. Boats represent
Freedom!

Hoist up the anchor,
launch, and sail off into
the sunset!

Montana Grant
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* Interior & Exterior
+ Custom Fit, Cut, Bound, Snap Down
+ The: lalest in Marine Flooring
* Berber with NuWave Backing
* “Infinity Fabrics”, Luxury Woven Vinyl
« Over 100 styles [ Colors, Teak, Teak &
Holly, Bambco, Sea-grass & More
Integrity First Floors n Boats

Call Today For Your Free Measure & Quote

Bonita Riley (443)253-2998

integrityfirstfloorsnboats@gmail.com

'jtytteaner is perfect for
.- cleamng up seats after a day on the
| water Make sure you pair it with our
. stamles.s foam -gun for the simp

N was to cfem your boat.- —

'I"\A'lww:saltyhuIIproducts..com (410) 642-5045

* GASEY’S
[IEXCAVATING

Winter 2023

AMERICAS
BMATING

FEBRUARY 11 & 25,
2 SESSIONS, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

$25, Age 17 and under free, Reservations required: tinyurl.
com/4exwpvjm or contact Patti Eney: 773-351-2403, abckn.
edu@gmail.com. America's Boating Club Kent Narrows.
Course Location: Bosun's Marine, 1411 Winchester Creek Rd.,
Grasonville, MD.

COMMERCIAL AND
INDUSTRIAL ROOEERS

| CALL THE EXPERTS AT
ROSEDALE
ROOFING!
WE'RE ON
TOP OFIT!

NEW ROOFS -

ROSEDALE
ROOFING

410.391.7663(RO0OF)

REPAIRS « GUTTERS




By Anne Sandbek

Is it just me, or did winter blow in hard
and fast this year? While it may be contro-
versial in the Boating World, I LOVE win-
ter. If I’'m being honest, it’s more like I love
snow. If it’s below 30 there better be snow
on the ground. However, I live in northern
Maryland and we all know that’s unlikely to
be a normal occurrence (if it happens at all).

So, as I’'m being more specific I enjoy
being snowed in, preferably with a fire go-
ing and a dog cuddled up next to me. It’s
a peaceful feeling when the world is blan-
keted in white, quieter with few cars on the
road. That is the time I look forward to, it’s
a reset. Coincidentally, it usually happens
with the New Year, a traditional time of re-
flection and the promise of a better year. We
can use the quiet time to be better when it
warms up. And if not better, at least we can
be on the water again.

As the rivers and Bay freeze on top, life
continues in the ever-flowing current under-
neath. Although the activity slows dramati-

cally. Some Rockfish tough it out in the Bay
throughout the winter, but many individu-
als flee south to Virginia and the Carolina
coasts for the colder season. Meanwhile,
Blue Crabs head to deeper waters where
they go dormant snuggled in the mud. They
don’t technically hibernate, but they remain
inactive until water temps hit 50 degrees
Fahrenheit.

Like animals, many plants need to adjust
to the winter season. While animals wait or
migrate to warmer weather to reproduce,
plants don’t have that convenience. Many
plants have evolved to require long periods
of cold in order to reproduce. When a seed
needs to go through a period of cold before
it will sprout it is known as stratification.
Stratification helps when a seed has a tough
outer shell. The freezing and thawing of ear-
ly spring after a long cold period create the
ideal conditions for the inside of the seed to
be exposed and germination can occur. This
also happens with many spring-blooming

Ay &

bulbs like daffodils and tulips. This is why
Spring flowering bulbs are planted in the
Fall. They will only bloom after a long pe-
riod of cold.

Stratification also needs to take place in
order for River Birch seeds to germinate.
They need six weeks or more of deep cold
in order to sprout. These, usually multi-
stem, trees are extremely common near the
water and in housing developments. Their
peeling bark and wispy leaves make them
“four-season interest” trees. In nature they
are usually found near water, hence their
name. That is also helpful because the seeds
cannot dry out during their stratification pe-
riod.

As I drive over the creeks and streams
this winter I’m going to remember this les-
son from the plants - take a chill pill. Slow
down, rest, and come back swinging! So
even though I can’t be on the boat right
now I’m ready to take advantage of all four,
beautiful Maryland seasons.

BUSINESS OWNERS

Why not join our new advertisers and promote your message in our
UPPER BAY BOATING MAGAZINE?

If your customer base lives or boats on the upper bay, you should take a look at the Upper Bay Boating
Magazine for your advertising needs. Our magazine and website offer the only targeted editorial based

marketing opportunity for this region.

TRY US TODAY! TheViking38@gmail.com 410-404-3013
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By Captain Mark Galasso

I get to see a lot of sun-
sets and sunrises in my line
of work. Like most people
who make their living on the
water, our day begins well
before the sun comes up and
ends well after the sun goes
to bed. Some people might
think that the long hours are
a curse but after the spectac-
ular sunset the other evening
I consider it a true blessing. I
was actually leaving our cus-
tom rod shop, Shore Tackle,
in Kent Narrows heading the
short five miles home to Gra-
sonville. When I left our shop
in the Fisherman’s Inn park-
ing lot I could see in my rear-
view mirror the sun setting
over Kent Narrows behind
the New Hyatt Hotel. I pulled
over in front of a low spot
on Marshy Creek to watch
the sun disappear out by Par-
son’s Island. The grey clouds
outlined by purple turning
to a fiery red just as the sun
disappeared. It was like there
was a nuclear explosion on
the western shore that lit up
the sky. Only it was peaceful.
Beautiful.

I wondered how many
times people in our area have
missed an event like this just
because they didn’t make the
effort to put their busy day on
pause for just a few minutes.
Like the millions of people
that head to the beach ev-

EYE ON KENT NARROWS

ery year Friday afternoon as
they cross the Kent Narrows
Bridge. Did you know over
30 million vehicles a year
come across the Bay bridge
onto Kent Island? Many of
them as soon as they hit Kent
Island are more worried about
alternate routes to avoid the
traffic at Kent Narrows. And
come Saturday and Sunday
they’ll do it again in the oth-
er direction. At this point, I’ll
dispel the myth. Unless you
are in a boat there is no way
to avoid the Kent Narrows
Bridges!

Many people have
learned that Kent Narrows is
more than just a place to sit in
traffic. It is just as much a des-
tination as Ocean City or the
Delaware Beaches with lots
to offer the weekend travel-
er, whether you are traveling
by boat or car. Queen Anne’s
County has taken advantage
of this and literally made
Kent Narrows the Center of
the County tourism focus. In
fact, the County Tourism Of-
fice itself is in Chester on the
Northwest side of the Nar-
rows right next to the DNR.

A Kent Narrows Foun-
dation was formed in 1990
to help promote businesses
within the 1,000 or so acres of
Narrows waterfront that sep-
arates Grasonville to the east
and the Chester River to the
west. The group was tasked
with increasing exposure to

what the area has to offer
while preserving the area’s
rich history as a waterman’s
port and seafood processing
icon within the Chesapeake
Bay community. Though this
balancing act isn’t isolated
to Kent Narrows this area
has perhaps the greatest ex-
posure to outside influences
being at the crossroads of the
interstate as well as intrastate
travel.

First off Kent Island in
General and Kent Narrows
specifically have a long his-
tory. The south end of Kent
Island, Fort Kent was the sec-
ond oldest English settlement
in the United States. It was
a trading post set up by the
Jamestown settlers to trade
with the northern Chesapeake
Indian tribes. It wasn’t long
after that trading as well as
seafood harvesting came to
Kent Narrows. In fact, Queen
Anne’s County has hung on
to its rural roots and still has
one of the smallest coun-
ty populations in the state
even though it was officially
founded in 1706.

Kent Narrows itself in co-
lonial times was just a creek
surrounded by marsh, the
Chester River to the North,
and the Eastern Bay to the
south. A small causeway
built out of local materials
went across the creek. Water-
man worked the local waters
for fish, crabs, clams, and

crabs. The bounty of the area
seemed endless. Boats on the
north side of the Narrows
worked the Chester and the
boats south worked the East-
ern Bay. In the late 1800s the
causeway was removed, the
creek dredged and a wooden
bridge was built. This opened
up both areas to all the water-
men and the overall harvest
increased. In fact to the point
where in the early 1900s a
railroad spur came to Kent
Narrows. Box cars of Oysters
were shipped to Philadelphia
for processing though oyster
shucking and crab picking
houses were springing up all
around the Kent Narrows wa-
terfront.

By the 1930s the old
wooden bridge was replaced
and in 1952 a new draw
bridge was erected. Just 38
years later the draw bridge
became insufficient to handle
the increased traffic and in
1990 the new Kent Narrows
high-rise bridge was erected
with a 62-foot clearance over
the water. The old draw bridge
was dedicated as “The Water-
man’s Memorial Bridge”, and
a statue honoring the local
waterman both past and pres-
ent was designed and created
by Tighlman Helmsley a lo-
cal waterman /artist, and was
erected in front of The Fish-
erman’s Inn on the southeast
side of the Narrows.

Present-day Kent Narrows

Jump to p. 35
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Kent Narrows jump from p. 34

looks nothing like what it did
even 50 years ago though it’s
not hard to find glimpses of
its history. The once prevalent
picking houses and wharves
have been replaced by restau-
rants, bars, hotels, and marinas.
It’s a mecca for tourists coming
from land or water. Red Eyes
Dock Bar, as well as The Jetty,
are popular stops on the go fast
boats poker runs. The Big Owls
Tiki Bar with its daily entertain-
ment and a small fleet of charter
and cruise boats offers frustrat-
ed travelers a place to unwind
until the traffic abates which
they can see from a bar stool in-
stead of a car. Restaurants like
the Fisherman’s Inn and Crab
Deck, The Narrows, Bridges the
Dock House, and Harris’s are
all within walking distance of
hotels like The Garden Hilton,
Best Western, Holiday Inn Ex-
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press, and the brand new Hyatt.

The area’s roots in the Sea-
food Industry are still very much
on display. Harris’s Restaurant
has a massive display of the old
gallon Oyster cans local compa-
nies sent around the country full
of fat local Oysters. And right
next door Harris’s Seafood still
processes truckloads of oys-
ters every day. And most of the
empty shells are recycled out on
local Oyster Bars by the Oys-
ter Recovery Partnership, ORP.
Spat tanks for seed oysters
can still be seen along the wa-
ter’s edge on the south side of
the Narrows. Fisherman’s Inn
boasts having one of the premier
collections of Oyster Plates in
the region. Many of which are
on display in their restaurant.
Crabbers, Clammers, fisher-
men, and Oysterman still drop
off their catches at Kent Nar-
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rows docks every day and small
distribution operators with their
refrigerated trucks start their
days in Kent Narrows well be-
fore dawn. Over fifty years ago
The Ipswich Shellfish Group
founded by George Pappas in
the mid-thirties out of New En-
gland recognized Kent Narrows
as a seafood hub and started
United Shellfish in Grasonville
and many of the soft clams New
Englanders enjoyed came from
our local waters. Their distinct
blue and yellow trucks have
been part of the area’s land-
scape ever since.

In December the Queen
Anne’s County Waterman’s As-
sociation has a Blessing of the
Fleet. One in the Spring and
one in the Fall. This year three
Christmas Trees made from
hundreds of decorative bushel
baskets were the centerpiece of
the festival and erected next to
the Waterman’s monument. Lo-
cal writers and craftsmen dis-
played their wares. All for the
benefit of the local waterman.

As sailors and other boat-
ers slowly traverse the narrows
you can’t help but notice the
Kent Island Yacht Club on the
southwest side of the Narrows.
It is a sister club to the Miles
River Yacht Club just a short
ride down the Eastern Bay in
Saint Michaels. Between the
old Kent Narrows, Bridge and
the Yacht Club sits the Water-
man’s Marina. A quick glance
at all the workboats reminds
you, people, still work the local
waters. Boats rigged with trot

oo o —
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line pullers, clam dredges, pat-
en tong rigs, and boxes of nets
bob gently in their slips. Most
are named after someone’s girl-
friend, mother, or sister. Sprin-
kled among them are a few
charter fishing boats as well as
the bigger head boats so named
for the practice of charging “By
the Head”. Spot, perch, rock-
fish, and bluefish among other
quarries are readily available in
the area, and weather permitting
boats are always available.

The next time you have a
few days to kill remember Kent
Narrows. All the amenities you
could want are within walking
distance of one another. And
you can come by car or boat.
Sunrises and sunsets abound
and the only question is where
you want to see them from. A
hotel balcony, a bar stool, your
boat. Perhaps at a picnic table
cracking a few local Blue Crabs
or sampling some rockfish ten-
ders or even slurping down a
few fat oysters. My favorite
spot is out on Prospect Bay just
south of Kent Narrows. I like to
drift off Talisman Farm or the
environmental center at CBEC
and watch the sunset over Par-
son’s Island. It doesn’t get any
better. My least favorite sunrise
is in the rearview mirror as I'm
stuck in Bridge traffic heading
east. Though come to think of
it. Even that’s pretty nice.

Have a safe and short winter.

Tuna the Tide Charter Service
Grasonville, Maryland
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Lined up in Annapolis!
Thank you David Sites
once again!
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Seen on Middle River and on Bear Creek
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Maryland State Fairgrounds o

OVER 25+ Maryland Boat Dealers - 70+ Exhibitors

The following dealers and others will be showcased: )
i Find us on:

"‘-. -r” 3
O
TRADEWI 5 ARIHA 0 D

MIDDLE RIVER, MD

Fiseacon g - BOSUN'S e

osn 7 ’I“ 7 Flshing 5 Serninat Pavillion presented by
MEDIA SPONSORS: ﬁ'oﬁaik Fishiallc) =& Lﬁf F‘,Sfﬂ‘a’k

Tickets $10 | Military $7 | Ages 12 & Under Free | Free Parking | Food & Drinks

Winter 2023 37



?51_1,&.
5'&

&, Self.Se
oty t&C

B Ve

AProud Member of the Bay Community Since 1966
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WWW.pizzajohns.com

113 Back River Neck Rd. | Essex, MD 21221
410-687-7733

WWwWw.pizzajohns.com
Closed on Mondays

Follow us on Social Media:
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TRAILER PARTS
SUPERSTORE

THE NATION’S LARGEST
TRAILER PARTS SHOWROOM

Over 1 3,000 4
Parts In §tockr (

The Trailer Boater Store Since 1981 {
~p
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1 BOAT TRAILER

PARTS SPECIALIST

Feaf 0 ch"'“ k Ba Featuring Factory Original Equipment
ynm o esapea £y repair parts for the following boat

ng Supercenter! trailer manufacturers...
® Largest Selection of Crab Traps & Crab Pots
® Custom Trotline Kits Ready for Pick-up

® Crab Trap Floats, Repair Parts & Accessories Shorelandr
® Crab Cooking, Restaurant & Event Supplies : ; :
easternmarine.com/crabbing-supplies W E” UR ‘E

Areas Largest Inventory of HARAVAN
Fenders, Floats & Buoys LoADRITE!

Located Just Minutes Off I-95 = il
931 S. Chapel St. Ext (Rt 72) S MAGICs

Newark, DE 19713 Visit our Tax-Free Showroom!

302-737-6603 931 S. Chapel St. Ext (Rt. 72)

wwuw.easternmarine.com
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