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BUILD SLOTS AVAILABLE
Open 7 Days a Week
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GHKEY WEST .

> High & Dry Boat Storage
» General Boat Repairs
» Parts & Service

BUILT TO LAST

J

410.287.8280

448 MAULDIN AVE

ANCHOR—— NORTH EAST, MD 21901

B OATS
View Our Current Inventory at:
North East, Maryland WWW.ANCHORBOAT.COM




RIVERSIDE MARINE DEMO WEEKEND

OCTOBER 15-17 | FRIDAY - SUNDAY

It's time to get your boat on order for the 2022 season.

Lock in your price now hefore the
end-of-year price increase!
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20+ Boats in the Water and Ready for Demo Rides
Call Today 410-686-1500 to Register for your Day/Time
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Marinating with Jim High

Wow ... and just like that, we are into the Fall -- the Autumn. The
end of another great summer. | typically boat clear through the first
of December. Now one of the reasons for that is the Middle River
Lighted Boat Parade and another is that | just won'’t give up. Being
out on the river when the leaves are floating on top the creek and
a little steam comes out of your breathe reminds me another trip
around the sun is almost complete. A Sunday afternoon boat ride
to watch a football game or waterfront festival. A day out on the bay
Striper fishing or the side creeks to nail some snakeheads!

When your season does wrap up, pack the boat away, get that
boat stored, winterized, and wrapped and if you're like me ... start
planning some southerly destinations. This year’s plans include a
Tampa cruise to the Southern Caribbean and a few days in Florida
on each side of the excursion.

Enjoying both boat shows this October!

The Annapolis Boat Shows are cool! And sometimes rainy.
Always higher tides than normal. This year the US Powerboat
Show is scheduled for October 7th-11th and the US Sailboat Show
is October 14th-18th.

The two shows are completely different and so are the people
that go... ha-ha... IMAGINE THAT! Still...both are worth the effort!

A second meaning of the word “Motorboating”

Up until about a month ago | had no idea that there is actually
a second more unusual meaning for the term Motorboating. We
were with a group of friends when somehow the term Motorboating
was mentioned and | was completely clueless. Everybody around
me was amazed that | didn’t know. | felt real silly, but after a few

A

At the Riverwatch Restaurant... Jim High and Carey Zigler from
Carey Zigler's Expensive Hobby. Always amazing
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Jim High, Publisher

laughs and a few
demonstrations | finally
gotit. | have been
motorboating for many
years. | just didn’t know
it had a name. | will

let the reader do any
additional research on
“Motorboating”

A Disturbing
Water Taxi ride

So... Kisha and | were
out on a water taxi in
Seattle. While heading
across the bay a small
child maybe 6 kept mak-
ing funny faces at me. So, | told him my mom told me if you made
ugly faces at people that your face could get stuck that way. That
S.0.B laughed at me and said | should've listened to my MOM!
Dang it!!!

Ablonde is driving along a deserted country road with fields on
either side. She looks out the window and sees another blonde in
the middle of a field, in a rowboat, rowing and rowing. She stops the
car, rolls down the window and yells, “You know it's blondes like you
who give the rest of us blondes a bad name!” Getting no reaction
from the blonde in the rowboat, she screams, “If | could swim, I'd
come out there and punch you out!” source: http://www.jokes4us.
com/sportsjokes/sailingjokes.html

Couple of Boat Quotes:

Captain Jack Sparrow: That's what a ship is, you know, it's not
just a keel and a hull and a deck and sails, that's what a ship
needs. But what a ship is, really is, is freedom.

Paula Poundstone: My Mom said she learned how to swim
when someone took her out in the lake and threw her off the
boat. | said, ‘Mom, they weren'’t trying to teach you how to
swim.’

Guy Fieri: | have my own boat, but when | first thought about
taking a cruise, | thought, “You're going to trap me on a boat,
and I'm going to walk in circles and go crazy,’ but it's awesome.

Jim High is the publisher of Upper Bay Boating,

A Managing Partner of Baltimore Boating Center,

and has a deep profound love of Family, Friends,

Fun, Boats, Buffett, Beer, SUR, Seas, and Seasons,
especially the summer times!

Reach me at TheViking38@gamil.com or call 410-404-3013



Mercy me, where did the season go?
By Wendy Gilbert — Contributing Editor

P’Il admit to holding my breath at the beginning, but
once things got rolling, it felt like summer would never
end. And, at least for me and mine, it is ending well.

Alas, here we are with just a few weeks of nice
boating weather to look forward to. We've weathered
the heat and the hurricane and the twisters with a bit of
know-how and a bit of luck.

If you've ever been out on your boat when a wall of
water with a tornado behind it (Brothers and Sisters, let
me tell you | have) you will never forget it.

I'll credit captain Larry Stevenson for getting us out
of that one and be forever grateful I've never been out
during such conditions since.

Knowledge and Luck.

There’s a combination that gets bandied about fre-
quently these days.

In a quest to stay relevant, I've taken to listening to
not only audiobooks, but Podcasts.

To be honest, | probably need to keep searching for
better hosts, but so far, I'm not a fan of many of these
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self-proclaimed experts. After listening to nauseat-
ingly repetitive endorsements and commercials, they
frequently begin by quoting an all-too-familiar quote to
begin their chat.

After that and a plea to visit their website for oh so
much more content, they dissect the quote and elabo-
rate on each word like a preacher on Sunday morning.
Somehow, they quite often forget all about the writer
who originally said or wrote what they are talking about.

No preacher worth his plate money, would dare do
that!

So many of these so-called inspirational/motiva-
tional podcasters urge their listeners to carry on with
never-ending self-improvement. No wonder their lives
becomes an exhausting trudge! They act like maturing
into a productive citizen is an endless grind that re-
quires sharp focus and willingness to forgo sleep. But
not too much sleep! This is after all, the decade of sleep
management.

Ah well. I'd better let this one rest or | could be the
one who ends up sleep deprived.

Unlike the podcasters I've been listening to lately, |
won’t wrap things up in gentle spiritual paper -- some-
thing fragile, but not offensive.

Thanks for hanging with UBB this season.

God Bless You!

Of:ﬂ"/ (4
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TIDEWATER

YOUR BEST CHOICE FOR WINTER-

Havre de Grace .
— Convenient to Baltimore, r |

Wilmington & Philadelphia
— Museums, shops and restaurants n
within walking distance

D-I-Y or Soup-to-N uts
Discount Marine Supply Store ¢ n
Equipment & Expertise for any jOb 'qr

Baltimore
Sun’s Critic’s = '
Choice for oATERS CHOIce

Best Marina : 2020

M

marinas.com

- _' L. :'- ..'l: ..' - — o
1 Hour b
Baltimers 45 mingtes ﬂ ”"M'E’P’ﬂa '
P.'uule'lﬂ

Winter Storage Hotline 443-2 09*’ 101
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Tell me a story, Part 2

By Wendy Gilbert Contributing Editor

As promised here are a few more treasures to con-
sider. If you can’t find the time to read a book in the
traditional way, consider downloading an audiobook to
your smartphone or tablet. It's easy, and you can listen
while relaxing onboard, driving a car, or while doing
almost anything anywhere. There are several providers,
but Audible from Amazon is the behemoth with more
than 180,000 titles. Both Audible and competitor Audio-
books.com offer a free 14-day trial, and once you join
you can share titles with family members. Here’s a pre-
view of some popular titles,
read by gifted narrators.

The Boys in The Boat
By Daniel James Brown,
narrated by Edward Herrmann

IiM THE

Can’t get enough of B 0 .A. T
WWII stories? Me either. ey et e
After reading “The Dutch — |
Wife” by Ellen Keith and . .
watching the Netflix series
“The Defeated” this sum-
mer, it was time to rest my
eyes for a bit and listen.

This story, like so many others begin in Germany in
1936. Hitler is determined to showcase his new world
order by hosting the Olympics in Berlin. Many of us
have read about African- American track star Jesse Ow-
ens and how he electrified those Olympics by winning
four gold medals. But not as many know about the nine
college students who won gold for the USA in rowing
that year. Here’s the whole story, brilliantly narrated by
veteran actor Edward Herrmann, of young Americans
emerging from the Great Depression, working together
toward victory. The story details the athletes, their skill
at reading the water, the hydrodynamics of the boats,
and the charged politics
displayed on a world
stage.

Sailing Alone Around
the World

By Joshua Slocum, narrat-
ed by Bernard Mayes

Slocum was an
expert sailor and gifted
writer who set out from
New England in early
1895 and returned three
years later, proving it
was possible sail solo around the world on a small
boat — an extraordinary feat at the time. His writing
style is witty, fast-paced, and an exhilarating match

8

to his adventures. He
was chased by Moorish
pirates off Gibraltar;
submerged by a great
wave off Patagonia; en-
countered Black Pedro,
“the worst murderer in
Tierra del Fuego;” and
he foiled a nocturnal
attack by natives by
strewing carpet tacks
on the deck of Spray.
Continually in print
since it was published
a century ago, this is
the inspirational sailing
work by which all others
are judged.

Wendy Gilbert

The Perfect Storm
By Sebastian Junger, narrated

by Richard Davison m
A riveting account of P A 2

man against the elements,

centered around the 72-foot PERFECT

sword fishing boat Andrea STORM

Gail, working the Atlantic’s
George’s Bank. We may all
know how the story ends,
that she and her crew
were lost in the mother of
all storms, the so-called
Halloween storm of 1991,
but this does nothing to diminish the rich narrative and
excitement that leads the listener to the petrifying cre-
scendo of prolific audio book narrator Richard Davison.

AT b LR R N iy

Hemingway’s Boat:
Everything He Loved in Life, And Lost, 1934 — 1961
By Paul Hendrickson, narrated by Jonathan Davis

Pilar was the beloved 38-foot wooden fishing boat
built in 1934 by the
Wheeler Yacht Compa-
ny for legendary novel-
ist Ernest Hemingway,
on which he escaped
fame’s spotlight to go
big game fishing — the
topic of some of his
most famous works.

This biography draws

on previously unpub-
lished material and
focuses on his life in its
twilight, and the seem-
ingly singular constant

joy in his life, his boat Pilar.

T T T P
HEMINGWAY'S BOAT

Upper Bay Boating



Cleact wa at the CU.LS. é%om@mtﬁ/m/
OCTOBER 7-10, 2021 * DOCK F2

Appointment Only Ride Before You Buy events to follow the show.
Connect with a Sales Associate to learn more!

C-24DC | $125,937* C-24 CW | $125,937* C-24C | $149 937* C-288 C | $314,937*
w/250HP Yamaha w/250HP Yamaha w/250HP Yamaha w/Twin Yamaha 250HP

L

C-30 CB | $369,937* C-32CB | $374 937* R-23 | $139,937* R-25 | $179,937*
w/ 440HP Volvo Diesel w/twin F300HP Yamaha w/200HP Yamaha w/250HP Yamaha

R-27 | $239,937* R-29 CB | $359,937* R-31 CB | $414,937* R-43 CB | $1,049,937*
W/F300HP Yamaha w/ 320HP Volvo D4 Diesel w/ 320HP Volvo D4 Diesel w/Twin IPS450 Volvo

NOW ACCEPTING ORDERS FOR 2022 MODELS!

Lock in Factory Direct Price* « Spring Delivery with 2 Day Orientation and Captains Lessons
Full Tank of Fuel « Low interest Financing « Quality Trades accepted

LOCATIONS: New Bern, NC

POCKET YAC HT ® Grasonville, MD ¢ Jensen Beach, FL
888-519-9120  sales@pocket-yacht.com
COMPAN Y www.pocketyacht.com

2024
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by Tim Campbell

his is my last column for Upper Bay Boating magazine. My

fascination with fishing started as a teenage pastime and
turned into a lifelong passion. Writing articles stems from my
enthusiasm for fishing. Promoting ethical fishing practices and
educating new anglers about conservation and the environment
is important to me. One of my greatest pleasures is passing on
to others what I've learned about fishing and the outdoors.

sing) it On

offshore canyons many miles out of Ocean City, Maryland; from
Maui, Hawaii for marlin and tuna, to Homer, Alaska for salmon
and halibut; and from flipping lures in the shallow bayous of Lou-
isiana for redfish, to trolling spoons deep in Minnesota’s Lake
Superior for lake trout. Among my most memorable catches

are a few lengthy battles with trophy tarpon of the Florida Keys,
and releasing big white sturgeon caught from Oregon’s Colum-
bia River using barbless hooks. | have caught 40 freshwater
species and 95 saltwater species. Adding new species to my life
list is a fun and adventurous

Born and raised in
Baltimore, | have enjoyed
fishing for over 50 years. As
a boy, one of the first trips
| remember is fishing with
my father for striped bass
and white perch under the
Chesapeake Bay Bridge.
Later, as a teenager, neigh-
borhood friends and | would
rent rowboats at Dundee
Creek or Loch Raven Res-
ervoir and fish for whatever
we could catch including
bass, catfish, perch and
sunfish. Little did | know
then, but | was already
hooked on fishing.

In 1986 | became in-
volved in competitive bass
fishing. My angling skills

o T,
Py

increased by fishing a lot, >

and by reading every book,

magazine and newspaper arti-

cle about fishing | could find.

| attended numerous seminars and watched countless hours

of fishing shows. | fished with many accomplished anglers and
well-known guides. In 1988 | bought a Ranger 350 Apache bass
boat. Competing on the club level for over 10 years enabled me
to learn how to fish the upper reaches of the Chesapeake Bay
and the Eastern Shore tidal rivers. | participated in over 100
bass tournaments including 4 State Qualifying Tournaments and
2 Mr. Bass Tournaments.

In the mid-1990’s | focused on targeting striped bass and
fished with some of the area’s best charter boat captains. |
learned trolling, live-lining, and chumming techniques but my
favorite method is light tackle jigging using artificial lures. In
2003 | bought a Parker 21SE center console boat. I've fished
for stripers from the Susquehanna Flats to the Outer Banks of
North Carolina.

Besides exploring much of the Chesapeake Bay, | have
fished in 25 states, Canada and Mexico. My travels have found
me fishing from the sandy surf of Assateague Island to the

10

Tim Campbell and brother Phil with Texas Slam

pursuit. | hope to never tire
of fishing and traveling.
Encouraged by friends,
| began writing about fishing
and the outdoors in 2008.
My articles have appeared
in many local publications.
| approached writing as
another way to share knowl-
edge, but | soon discovered
that | was learning a lot by
doing interviews and re-
searching topics for articles.
| “Fishing with Kids” was the
il first of 50 articles | wrote for
Upper Bay Boating maga-
zine. It appeared in the May
& | 2015 issue. Sharing secrets
{ of the sport with young
people is gratifying, and vital
to the future of recreational
fishing.
If 'm not fishing, | am usu-
ally involved in some aspect
of fishing, be it organizing tackle, planning a trip, or helping a
newcomer select the right rod and reel combination.
So, as | move on to pursue other fishing adventures, | thank
you for reading, and hope you were entertained and informed
by my articles. Respect nature, enjoy your fishing and pass it on.

Tim Campbell is retired from the Department of Juvenile
Services after 35 years of faithful service to the citizens of
Maryland. He is an award- winning member of the Mason-Dixon
Outdoor Writers Association. Nowadays, if he’s not fishing or
traveling, Tim can be found hanging around local tackle shops
and marinas.

Editor’s Note: We are saddened to learn that this is dear
Tim’s last article with UBB. We have enjoyed reading and learn-
ing from him over the last few years. We wish him well in his
retirement and hope that he continues to enjoy such a wonderful
lifetime pursuit. Fish on, my friend, fish on!

Upper Bay Boating



Looking for a Marina to Call Home? — pleld
Weaver's Marine

* Floating Piers, wide fingerpiers * Restaurants close by land & water, DeIi\}ery Availability
* Slips to accommodate up to 60' boats

*Clean, Private bathroom / shower facilities-Secure & Safe

* Live Aboards welcome

* Home of Maryland Waterways Foundation - we care about our

* Full Service gas pier with pump oLt services at pier or in slip, open daily Chesapeake Bay

=

* Professional, Certified Technicians and 38 ton lift for onsite repairs *Home of Riverside Yacht Club - Established 1960

* Just 5 miles to the Chesapeake on Scenic Back River with no speed limit
* Only 1 traffic light from 695

il e

*enturing Crew 726 & Sea Scout Ship 7117 on site for youth seeking
outdoor activities - camping, kayaks, canoes, fishing and more @r
o o,

g

kol

*Adjacent 30 acre park with boat ramp

e

* Picnic area with propane grill and tables
*Safe, quiet environment - 24 hour on site surveillance *Charter Fishing Boats on Site, Call for more information

*Fully Stocked Boat Store-professional parts specialist / discount pricing “RV Campsite with hook-tos

*Upgraded, hi-speed wi-fi

Expert Restoration, Installation & Service of the latest Marine Technology Including:
Onon W FENTA B SMRAD oo Jeff Zahner B VETUS | TN

Bow Thrusters

Hl]l;iﬂ rg 410'686'4944 _;_}}'f,‘?{,‘{,-’ﬂ}/ e RePower & Rewiring Experts

PENTR

m P PO www.weaversmarine.net l“ | ¢_Iv.
. o L)
730 RIVERSIDE DR., ESSEX, MD 21221 m el t
‘Waterways h g
¥ Nz Foundation o L

Marylandwaterwaysfoundation:org

Looking for a Career in the Marine Industry?
LET'S TALK'!

Experienced Preferred but Willing to Train if Serious

Hi-Tech Training on the Job & Marine Schools Provided
Great Pay & Benefits in Long Standing, Respected Marine Service Center

Mechanics
Parts Specialist
Fiberglass Repair
Gas Pier & Yard Workers

If you want to work - we want to Pay You

410-686-4944
(©Ctoberf2021 i



Record-breaking Half Million American Eels Navigate Eel Ramp at Conowingo
Dam To Deliver Cleaner Water for Susquehanna River and Chesapeake Bay

Maryland’s Agreement with Exelon Will Bring Even Greater Results in Eel Passage and
Increased Numbers of Water-filtering Mussels

he Maryland

Department of
the Environment
(MDE) and Maryland
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) an-
nounce that more than
half a million eels have
passed from below
the Conowingo Dam
to be placed in the
river above this year,
bringing key clean
water benefits to the
Susquehanna River
and the Chesapeake
Bay.

American eels
carry baby mussels
that cleanse the water
and improve ecosys-
tem health. Building
on this success, an agree-
ment between the Maryland
Department of the Environment and Exelon, owner of the dam,
will require the company to make investments to further increase
these numbers.

“More eels and mussels mean cleaner water as part of our
holistic approach to Susquehanna River and Chesapeake Bay
restoration and resiliency,” said Maryland Environment Secre-
tary Ben Grumbles. “In the years to come, we can expect even
greater results, because of the state-imposed requirement on
Exelon to add another eel ramp and to invest millions of dollars
to increase the number of water-cleansing mussels that the eels
carry with them as they go.”

“The eel migration program is an important part of our Ches-
apeake Bay restoration efforts so we are very pleased to reach
this milestone,” Maryland Natural Resources Secretary Jeannie
Haddaway-Riccio said. “The program also underscores Mary-
land’s commitment to natural solutions that filter our waterways
such as freshwater mussel propagation.”

As of August 31, 2021, 537,182 American eels have been
captured at the Conowingo Dam for transport upstream in 2021.
This marks the third straight year of increasing eel numbers at
the dam. The previous record of eels captured was 293,141 eels
in 2013, which was surpassed in August 2021.

American eels play an important role in keeping water clean
in aquatic ecosystems, including the Susquehanna River and
the Chesapeake Bay. They serve as a primary host fish required

12

American eel. Photo by Will Parson/Chesapeake Bay Program

for freshwater mus-
sels to reproduce.

Larval mussels
attach to the gills
of eels and other
fish and receive
aride upstream,
where they drop
and burrow into the
substrate to spend
their lives filtering
material from the
water. Dispersal
of the mussels
is dependent on
the movement of
the host fish. The
mussels, in turn,
help improve water
quality by retaining,
removing, and
recycling nutrients
and sediment before
it enters the Ches-
apeake Bay. Each
mussel filters more than 10 gallons of water per day . It is not
known why numbers of eels have increased in recent years at
the Conowingo Dam, but scientists expect the higher numbers
of American eels and other fish species to increase abundance
of freshwater mussels filtering the tributaries of Chesapeake Bay
and improving its water quality.

Migrating, young American eels (Anguilla rostrata) have
been captured and transported upstream annually from
Conowingo Dam since 2007 under an operation made possible
through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Exelon.

As a result of the 2020 settlement agreement between MDE
and Exelon, Exelon will also be adding a second ramp on the
east side of the Conowingo Dam, catching even more eels for
placement upstream. In addition to requiring Exelon to help
restore American eels to the Bay ecosystem, the Conowingo
settiement requires Exelon to provide more than $25 million
to create and sustain a large-scale mussel restoration effort in
the Susquehanna River throughout the next 50 years. Plans
are underway to expand the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources’ Joseph Manning Hatchery in Brandywine to include
a large-scale freshwater mussel hatchery. That hatchery will pro-
vide baby mussels placed in the Susquehanna River to further
advance the return of this species to the Bay ecosystem to help
meet clean water goals.

Upper Bay Boating



Just 1 Mile
from the ICW
Look for our lighthouse
at the entrance

sGas;diesel; pumpout
s Pool" < Nettle-freelbeach
o150 channelicableiT\V e Ship’sistore
osiSlipholderifuelidiscounts
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4| 410-885-2601

|3 ViN24:]0)8)41 1026fTownPointiRoad * Chesapeake!City; MD21915
www:bbyh:comFe:mail ken@bbyh:com




14

ill|(|| __

1is year, try a
reusable cover

Semi-custom covers cost the
same as shrink-wrapping boats
about 30’ for two seasons.
Reusable covers can last as
long as 5 - 10 years.

Canvas shops can repair and
clean reusable boat covers,
extending their life even
further.

Installing a reusable cover on a
small boat is easy and protects
as well as plastic.

Semi-custom reusable covers
are available for most boats.
Most shrinkwrap used on
boats goes to landfills when it
is removed.

i

K

Ask your marina or local
marine retailer for help with
purchasing, cleaning, or
repairing your cover. A list of
marinas and canvas workers
can be found on the Marine
Trades Association of Maryland
website (mtam.org)or in
the Guide to Marine Services
produced by MTAM each year.

REFUSE > REDUCE > REUSE > RECYCLE

QA
- M- MSEAM
<o & e R o o
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ﬂ BoatUus é};!MARVLAND

.
L U DEPARTRCRT OF
2=s Foundation = SE—, O o
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Are you looking for a home for your boat this
winter/next summer? Look no further!

Call or email us today for information, rates
and availability!

We have 2 marine technicians & 1 Mercruiser
technician ready to winterize and shrink wrap
your boat!

\
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(410) 885 - 2257 2rivershilling@gmail.com
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Sailing Souvenirs

ave you been a souvenir junky this season, like alot of other

Chesapeake Bay sailors; out there buying anything from mugs
to magnets....hats to harmonicas at prices that should make any
self-respecting retailer blush? Are you the first one off the boat
looking for the nearest gift shop? If so, you probably don't care
how much you have to pay, as long as that little trinket, sticking like
glue to the refrigerator or resting peacefully on the coffee table, re-
minds you of the special time you had while cruising the Tred Avon
or overnighting at Inner Harbor, or broad reaching up to Havre de
Grace.

Ironically, some cruising sailors
spend almost as much time searching
for that perfect little reminder of the
good time they had, than they do in
having it. They buy red plastic crabs
from Baltimore, “Sailing Capital of the
World” t-shirts from Annapolis, duck de-
coys from Havre de Grace, lighthouse
models from St. Michaels, wind chimes
from Oxford, crab mallets from Rock
Hall and so on, and so on, and so on.

For some of us lucky ones,
though, buying souvenirs is the last
thing on our minds. Besides, nothing
we could buy would be as close to our
hearts as those free little keepsakes
we take with us from our travels on the
Bay. Take the one from Chestertown....
my souvenir of our visit to Chestertown
is about the size of a dime and very
special. It's with me all the time. The
one | picked up in St. Michaels is long
and thin and reminds me of a delicate
sunflower. But my favorite, the one
most people ask about, is the one | got
in Annapolis several years back; an Australia-shaped reminder of a
beautiful weekend stay on Spa Creek. All the t-shirts in the world
couldn’t replace that one!

But how do | get them if | don’t buy them, you ask? Well,

Ill tell you this much....| don't even go looking for them. They just
seem to appear, some even after | get home. It's a “gift”, | guess,

that a select group of us old Bay sailors seem to have. Not some-
thing we think about, really. In fact, if we thought too much about

it, we’d probably lose the knack.

Sadly, as with any special gift, there’s an element of jeal-
ousy. While the less-fortunate older sailors don’t concern me, | feel
a little sorry for the younger ones. They see us old salts displaying
our wide range of mementos from past cruises and they want them
too. But they just don't have what it takes, or is that too much of
what it doesn't.....HAIR that is.

That delicate little sunflower arrived shortly after a summer
evening spent watching J-24s race in St. Michaels” harbor. Peggy,
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by L Alan Keene

my first mate, and | had just finished dinner and had come up
on deck when one of the slower Js rounded a nearby mark and
headed straight for our midships. As she drew closer, | was
sure that the helmsman was either asleep or blinded by his big
genoa. |leaped from my cockpit seat, hoping to fend off what
appeared to be a certain collision. A collision took place, all
right, but it wasn't fiberglass to fiberglass. It was flesh to alumi-
num. My unprotected bald head hit the boom with such force
that a sunflower shaped scar was added to my vast collection of
uniquely fashioned souvenirs.

Our memorable Spring week-
end in Annapolis many years back will
always hold a special place in our hearts
(and on my head). As we prepared to
shove off on that sunny Monday morn-
ing, TACKFUL’s outboard motor idling
quietly in preparation, Peggy cast off the
bow lines and |, the stern. After taking
one final longing glance at the mecca of
Chesapeake Bay sailing, | sat down at
the tiller and put the motor in reverse.
Knowing that the eyes of the sailing
world were watching every sailor brave
enough to overnight at City Dock, | was
careful to avoid any sloppiness.

Not careful enough, apparently,
for instead of slowly backing out of our
slip as planned, our outboard began
to rise out of the water. | had forgotten
to lock the motor’s tilt/run lever in the
run position! Leaping aft (leaping being
an integral part of souvenir collection),
with the hope of correcting the problem
before anyone noticed, my cap-protect-
ed hairless scalp struck the stern rai,
knocking me momentarily senseless.

Recovering quickly, | leaned over, locked the motor in place,
and began slowly backing out as the warm flow of blood soaked
into my favorite sailing cap. When we were clear of the embar-
rassing scene, | took off my cap and allowed Peggy, my nurse for
all of my souvenir acquisitions, to clean me up and bandage my
still woozy head.

Three weeks later, while hard at work in the office and the
Annapolis cruise just a distant memory, | was surprised to discover
that my souvenir had arrived. Nature’s protective shield covering
my holiday wound, like wrapping paper covering a special gift,
had been removed by my unconscious prodding, revealing my
favorite.....a light pink penny-sized scar in the shape of Australia
(Tasmania included), it's location halfway up my endless forehead.

Now every morning when | look in the mirror, | spy that
little pink continent-down-under and am reminded of that beautiful
Spring weekend in Annapolis. THAT, my friends, is a souvenir!

Upper Bay Boating



Worried About the Stock Market?
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Picket Fence Financial

Saving You From Wall Street

)))’ " download
= Argo

Learn more at argonav.io

410-878-2999 BOAT BETTER
www.picketfencefinancial.com TO G ET H E R q
Discover ways to protect your portfolio from stock Argo is an easy-to-use navigation —
market losses from Harford County’s fee-only and social boating app

planning firm. Call or visit our site for your free kit.
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Find and route to new destinations,
share local knowledge, and connect
with thousands of other boaters.

410.687.7290  [EnclosediWintegstoragen

|Eosex. MD 21521 Powerboats up to 50’

www.SunsetHarbor.com Limited Space cEII tuday fur rates

ALL INCLUSIVEIOUTDOOR WINTERISTORAGE PACKAGE AT: $33/foot

Haulout, bottom powerwash, blocking, land storage thru April,
LABOR to re-paint bottom & replace anodes, launch.

No hidden charges. Fenced, secure yard with gated access.

Launch whenever you are ready!
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Fall1s Here

By Captain Mark Galasso

For most boaters the first cold fronts of the fall signal the
end of the summer boating season. Strong Northwest
winds which finally bring an end to the oppressive heat and
cool down the waters may not be what most recreational
boaters look forward to but for us fisherman it heralds
some of the best fishing of the year, especially here in the
Chesapeake Bay. October and November are two of my
favorite months to fish. As the water temperatures continue
to drop and the periods of sunlight shrink fish tend to feel
an increased urgency to feed.

In the case of our main quarry, the Rockfish, feeding
habits change dramatically. Larger Rockfish which are
generally stressed all summer due to low dissolved oxygen
and high water temperatures conserve energy and become
ambush predators cruising shorelines and oyster reefs
in pursuit of an easy meal most of the summer. Crabs,
Perch, Spot and any other easy target become prey. How-
ever most of these “Easy” meals don’t afford Rock with the
nutrients needed to fend off the cold temperatures in the
winter. As the water temperatures cool down through the
month of September into October most Rockfish move off
the shallow structure and Oyster Bars and chase Peanut Bun-
ker, a much more oily prey that fattens them up and puts on the
pounds.

At first this shift in feeding goes largely unnoticed. Feeding
frenzies may only last thirty minutes or so. If your not in the right
place at the right time you missed it. And no matter what you do
the fish won’t feed again until they are hungry. Sometimes a day
or two later. One or two Bunkers can fill up a twenty incher for a
day or so. As the temperature continues to drop in late September
and October the fish fatten up and their stomachs expand allow-
ing them to eat more. The “Feeding Frenzies” last longer and are
more intense.

Anything that mimics a Peanut Bunker is a target. Drone
Spoons trolled at 3 to 4 knots are deadly. Jigging with Blue Blues
or other metal jigs is equally effective. Soft plastics like Bustem
Baits on % ounce lead heads are also effective. Topwater plugs
are the most fun however. Fish attack them with reckless aban-
don. And the bite is visual. You can’t miss it. A side note though.
Most topwater plugs come with one or two treble hooks. Unless
your planning on catching one fish to keep switch out the trebles
to single hooks. You'll not only help to conserve the resource but
possibly save yourself the agony of hooking yourself or someone
else.

Rockfish aren’t the only target we see in the fall. Bluefish also
become more active as does Spanish Mackerel. They can be
caught using the same techniques as we use for Rockfish. There
are two distinct differences however. Blues and Spanish like lures
moving at faster speeds. If your trolling speed thing up by one or
two knots. If your casting speed up your retrieve. No need to jig or
get fancy. Just rip it in! We have also seen a few Ribbon fish this
year. No one knows how long they'll stay but rumor has it they
are great table fare and fun to catch. Handle them with care. They
have a set of choppers akin to a Barracuda.

Unlike Rockfish, Blues and Spanish leave the area when the
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photo by David Sites

water drops much below 70 degrees so they won't be here long.
Ribbonfish, who knows? Rockfish are always here. They just
move around a lot and slowly move out into deeper water. White
Perch also can be caught well into November. Jigging small metal
jigs on channel edges near deep water can be quite effective on
these tasty fish.

The fall also brings us a new set of challenges concerning
boating. The prevailing winds change more to the Northwest
as cold fronts dip in from Canada. These are usually strong
and when fighting a tide can create large waves. That's what
happened to us today. Fishing has been good at the mouth of
the Chester River. Today the winds were 10 to 20 gusting to 25
straight into an outgoing tide. Love Point Bar was literally unfish-
able even for trolling. Keep a sharp eye on the weather and act
accordingly.

Have a great winter. In another few short months we’ll be
wishing for the hot days of summer again!

Capt’ Mark Tuna the Tide Charter Service

Grasonville, Maryland

capmarco@atlanticbb.net

410-310-1200
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Same Day Repairs
Available!
12510 Harford Rd - Hydes Md 21082
410-560-0010
410-510-7399
pomurphy1@comecast.net
T

Complete Boating Services
ani Repair Center

Baottom Painting
- E— Sand Blasting

Z _ﬂ., _E_ - - h"? Barrier Coating

Fiberglass Repairs

Marina Features _ Tane: lps Summer Storage
- Marine Travelif Major insurance Fstimates and Repairs 11 Changges Slips
- arine: Lravelill Cenified Warranty Engine Rebuild/Repower
4 I_r:ull.-r Launching I-E_u|~.||1 _ Flaating Docks and convenicnt parking ~ Props Shed Storage
chl:. Renovated Convenience behiind 3lips ) T Shafl On-Trailer Storage
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o ! Electric and water for each slip : — Boat Cleaning & Waxin,
Gias Dock i Stitch Crafi Marine Canvas Shop Inboard I‘k“.L & 8
Pumg Out Station Reel Perfoction Rod and Reel Bepair 180 Stern Driv s
Slips and Shed Storage Shop StnnsSann Bearings p
3 Certified Mechanics, 2 Muster Technicians - Restaurant opening Summer 2021 H"d'f'"\ . ,ﬁf‘? MEHCUHY
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324 Flying Point Road, Edgewood, Md 410-676-7311 flyingpointmarina@gmail.com
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WhatsDopYous Kf*m A\ ‘mmt ]Dec-mys?

By Kimberly Merriken

Conversations with Jimmy are always
great. He can talk about all kinds of
topics. But during our last conversation
about the magazine he asked me, “What
do you know about decoys?” The silence
was palpable. | probably looked like a
deer in the headlights, eyes wide, sweat
forming on my forehead.

| realized then | didn’t know very much
about them. ['ve seen fake ducks and
geese in people’s yards before. | as-
sumed they were some mass-produced
item that hunters used to attract other
ducks/geese. | had heard of the Havre
de Grace Decoy Museum but did not
understand the significance of it. Then |
began to wonder....why? Why were de-
coys invented? How are they produced?
What is their history? Is this just a local
Chesapeake Bay thing?

All of these questions led me down the
rabbit hole of decoys and | invite you to
come along. My next series of articles will take us through his-
tory. We will see the evolution of the decoy. We will meet some
interesting local companies that produce decoys. We will learn
about some festivals in our area centered on decoys and decoy
making. And by the end of the series none of us will look like deer
in the headlights when someone asks, “What do you know about
decoys?”’

My first stop down the rabbit hole was the Havre de Grace
Decoy Museum. Here | learned that decoys can be traced back
to Native American hunters. The first were made crudely with
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hemp strings and reeds in the shape of ducks. Why? Think
back to hunting in the pre-gun era. Native Americans were using
bows and arrows that did not travel a great distance (and even
early guns did not shoot that far). These waterfowl flew overhead
and out of reach of the hunters. They were a wasted resource
because the hunters could not hunt them. This led the Native
hunters to devise the decoy to lure the waterfowl to the ground in
an area where their arrows would reach. Brilliant!

Let’s skip up to the 1800s and travel to the upper Chesapeake
Bay area.

In our area decoys became popular for three reasons. The
migratory birds were in great abundance and a seemingly endless
food supply, there was a rising population and the railroads were
expanding connecting more water areas together allowing this
delicacy to be moved to different markets, and there were great
improvements in firearms making hunting easier.

Here in our beautiful upper bay area waterfow! were abundant.
The celery grass along the Susquehanna was a great place for
the migratory canvasback ducks to come each fall. This breed
was considered the superior breed and made Havre de Grace a
popular stop for sportsmen and hunters.

So, now we know the why decoys were invented it is time
to dive further down this rabbit hole and learn more about how
these decoys are made and used, and their significance here in
the upper bay area. We will take a look at the craftsmanship that
has developed over the last 100+ years. We will meet some local
craftsman and we'll learn about some festivals centered around
decoys here in our area. But for now | leave you with this....

Fun fact #1: In 1812 it was illegal to shoot a gun in the city
limits of Havre de Grace unless you were shooting at ducks or
other waterfowl.

Upper Bay Boating
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2 LocustPointMarina
>~ &TaylorsMarina

165 Slips
Service Department

Spacious and Secure Storage Area
seasonal Ramp Contracts w/ Slorage

Winterzation and Shrink Wrap Available

Locust Point Marina
145 River Road, Elkfon, MD 21921  www.lecustpointmarina.com

410-392-4994
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Maryland Waterways Foundatl

Taking the Learning Qutdoors

Summer is winding down, students returning to school
where education is imperative inside and outside the
classroom. Elementary, college, or beyond, there is much to
learn from the world around us.

MWEF values education and collaboration and was
privileged to work with incredible environmental students
this year, Desirae Williams, and Angel Sarabia. Working
other jobs, attending CCBC, they decided to join MWF for
real world experiences. With the turmoil of the world, we
downsized our internship program to coordinate with more
communities, scouts, and other organizations to provide a
richer experience.

MWEF developed experiences to last a lifetime and be
shared with friends, classmates, and professors. Simply
submersing them in trash would highlight the carelessness
of people and the impact on waterways but we wanted to
expose the students to more, the basics of a non-profit,
working with local government, organizing cleanups, edu-
cational events, fundraisers and even working with elected
officials.

The interns dug in to clean up trash with several commu-
nities, in parks, shorelines, and roadways. They interacted
with communities and scouts, marking over 150 storm
drains, ex-
plaining the
purpose of
the activity to
limit trash go-
ing into our
waterways.
They learned
about floating
wetlands and
rain barrels
and the ben-
efits to our
environment.

Training

240.232.2331 » freedomboatclub.com
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Completing his Maryland Boaters Safety Certificate, Angel
had his first experience ever on a boat.

Additional learning experiences included a tour of
Hart-Miller Island, a dredge material island and model for
future projects, and the Havre de Grace Maritime Museum
and Environmental Center. The interns we permitted to attend
a Citizen Oversight Committee Meeting on Hart-Miller Island
interacting with Senator Salling
and staff from Maryland Environ-
‘B mental Services, DNR and the
Port Authority, learning about the
project and the many desirable
career possibilities available. The
two were amazed at the endless
possibilities of career choices in
the environmental field.

President Bruce Russel
_ Poffered a personal tour at the

@ Maritime Museum and environ-
mental center. We learned about
the hundreds of species of flora
and fauna, the ongoing restoration projects and explored
the museum and boat building workshop. Unfortunately, our
last trip a tour to Poplar Island had to be cancelled due to
weather.

We had a great summer, hoping our interns learned as
much from us as we did from them. If you are a college
environmental student, interested in joining us next summer,

reach contact us at - g jwaterways@gmail.com

SS|CANVAS

MARINE FABRICATION & REFAIR

410-344- 1133

EZZC‘r’

* Yaoht Enelasures Covers * Repairs
* Upholstery * All Your Custom Fab Needs

Mobile Service
| ‘ WWW.55canvas.com | sscanvasmdi@yahoo.com
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Chez Lee and some fine young ladies at Row Boat Willy’s!
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The Always Fun... Mr. Mark Alan at Lee’s Landing  Starcrush Rocking It Up at The Jetty in Kent Narrows!
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Red Dirt Revolution... Rocking it at Rocking on the River!

October 2021
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BATTERUPI

Battered Fish Filets can be the hit of every fish fry! The key to
a good batter is to add texture, flavor, and presentation. The
batter needs to stay onto the fish as well. Batters that fall off or
crumble just taste oily, greasy, or wet. A tasty Battered filet needs
to be crunchy, dry, good looking, and add taste to the fish.

Here are some simple tips to make you fish batter the best!

Combine 1 cup of flour and add a little cornmeal to it. This will
add some flavor, firmness, and texture. Now add 1 teaspoon of
Baking Powder with 1 %2 teaspoons of salt to the flour. Now mix 1
teaspoon of Baking Soda to 2 teaspoons of vinegar and add them
to the flour mix. Combine the ingredients and set aside.

Now give your attention to you fish. Are they well rinsed?
Have you checked for bones? Are you scaling or skinning?

If the fish comes from polluted waters/ has consumption
warnings, make sure to trim away the fins, belly fat, and skin. This
is where the toxins may build up. Older, bigger fish will contain
more toxins than smaller, younger fish.

By Montana Grant

Dry off the fish filets with a towel. Most people do not do this.
Next, dip the filets into the Batter.

If you use a dry Pancake Batter mix, spiced with Old Bay seasoning,
allow the coated filets to rest on wax paper for at least 30 minutes. This
allows the dry coating to combine with the fish. | mention this since this is a
quick shore lunch method and a favorite.

Dredge the dry filet
into the wet batter and
let drip off. The fryer/ fry
oil should be hot! Use a
thermometer. If you drop
filets into cold, or cooler
oil, the filet absorbs the
oil, and the fish will be
greasy. If you place the
battered filet into hot oil,
the bond between the
batter and filet will stick
and keep the oil on the
outside.

When dropping
the filets into hot oil,
submerge half of the
filetthen allow the rest |
to drop. Avoid splashing
of the hot il. Also consider what type of ail to use. Peanut oil is tasty, but
Canola is healthier. Know the flashpoints of whatever oil you are using to
avoid a fire.

Keep the fry area clear of kids and critters. Anticipate an accident and
you will avoid it. Wear a pair of protective glasses when frying. Also keep a

Montana Grant

As a retired Educator, Consultant, Naturalist, Guide, and Freelance
Writer, Montana Grant spends much of his life sharing secrets, tips, and
stories about the great outdoors. His roots are from Western Maryland’s
Appalachian Mountains but reach to Montana’s Great Rockies. Montana
Grant is an award-winning educator in public schools and universities.
As an outdoor writer, Scoutmaster, hunting and fishing guide, or just a
friend that shares his love of the outdoors, Montana Grant is dedicated
to teaching others how to appreciate, respect, and enjoy nature. His blog
can be followed at www.montanagrantfishing.com.
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fire extinguisher
handy. Sadly, many
Fish Frys include
alcohol. Drunk people &
have more accidents. i J&

Handle fish with
tongs, rather than
your fingers. Use
one pair of tongs for
the precook and a
different pair for the
after cook. A deep
fish fryer works great
and has an internal
basket. You can lift
the cooked filets out
and allow the filets to
drain and cool, while the oil has a chance to reheat to fry temperature. This
will keep your fry filets consistent and perfect. The filets will just take a few
minutes. When they float, they are ready!

The ail is also perfect for fried onions, French fries, or Hush puppies. |
usually do the sides first, then the fish.

Place finished fish filets onto paper towels in a foil tray. Cover with foil
and deliver to the table.

This Batter recipe and procedure will hit your Fish Fry Filets Out of the
Park!

Fishing & Hunting Reviews, Reclpes, & Informatlon

A
montanagrantflshmg com
Upper Bay Boating




“Quality Work Done On Time”

Shelter Cove Yacht Basin
230 Riverside Dr.
Morth East, Md 21901

410-287-9450

canvasplus@comcast.net

winner of the

3 Bestol the
m}jmw as Shop

Bay

| Yacht & Engine Works

Available on the
D App Store

GET ITON
» Google Play

Roudebush * Refit and Refinishing
Services including
Fiberglass, Wood and Metal
* Boatyard Atmoshere
with Protected
Deep Water Slips

* Mechanical Repairs

Full Service Boat Yard

_ Located in Lyrch Cave off
"= BearCreek. 1915 Wills Rd.

Fax 410-285-7850




WELCOME BACK
TO ANNAPOLIS

UNITED STATES POWERBOAT SHOW

OCTOBER 7-10, 2021
CITY DOCK, ANNAPOLIS, MD

SHOW UPDATES + TICKETS: AnnapolisBoatShows.com

-
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&YAMAHA

Authorized Dealer & Service Center ..
. REPOWER

e Sales Specials
g on Mercury going on

Platinum Dealer
& Factory Service

Middle River, MD
410-335-0000

| Providing quality service to the Sassafras River
| forover50 years. Bring your family and Lets Go Boating!
Launching ramp open 24hrs.

Seasonal hours: M-F 8:30-4:30 Weekends 9:00-5:00 | |8
| 20 Duffy Creek Rd., Georgetown, MD

MERCURY ®

(-WOODEN BOAT: 'ﬁ

S RESTORATION N

Providing Uncompromising Quality and
Craftsmanship for the Repair and Restoration of
Antique and Classic Wooden Boats.

Come visit our 8400 square-foot shop located on the
upper Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake Bay.

29723 Morgnee Road, Millington, MD 21651

George Hazzard
Phone: 410-928-5500 Fax: 410-928-5501 Cell: 610-247-8053




Live Aboard o2

e

by Don and Gail Elwell

So why do we do it?

he Wife and | were sitting on the back deck the other afternoon,

talking about or adventures living aboard, talking about why we
doit. It was rather a revelatory conversation.

Living on the river, of course, has some distinct drawbacks.
Wet is as much a state
of mind as it is a lifstyle,
and the weather can be
a bother. In cold weath-
er the docks can get slip-
pery and in hot weather,
they can burn your
feet. Morons in go-fasts
persist in ignoring the
no wake rules around
marinas and can create
a “ride-em coyboy”
moment at the worst
times, ususally when
you're doing something
precarious with some-
thing droppable, fragile,
or edible. Every action
involves multiple trips up
the docks to the parking
lot for tools, garbage,
groceries or to deal with
sanitation. Boats can be stifling in summer. They can be freezing
and damp in winter. With the internal humidity in cold weather, it
can sometimes literally rain inside a fiberglass boat.

So Why do we do it?

We started ennumerating the reasons. It's cheaper of course,
at least the way we do it. Our lives are simpler, and that's a plus.
We both love the water--we grew up on it, though in different
regions--and it feels like home. We love watching wildlife and the
parade of the seasons along the river banks. We both love the ego
boost and uniqueness of telling people: “no, we live on our boat
year round” and watching the often envious responses. All that is
true, all those are plusses.

But none of those are enough. So why do we do it?

A number of years ago a friend of ours--a sociologist and former
colleague--was down visiting with his wife at the marina. Everyone
was laughing and eating and drinking and talking but | noticed he
was completely absorbed in watching the docks, looking at people
coming and going.

“What are you watching?” | asked. He smiled. “I didn’t expect
this.” he said, “It's like a small town. Each of the docks is a street,

“So why do we do it? Why are we all here?
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and each one has its own character, its own residents. It's like a
little town.”
It was then that | got it: It's the community that keeps us here.
Those of us who live on or have boats in the marina are con-
stantly engaged with one another. You're always helping someone
come into dock or pull an engine, or someone is helping you mess
with the rigging. We've gifted people with dinghies and pumps and
dock cables. We've been gifted air conditioners and once even a
sail boat that we lived aboard for several years. In the evenings,
we often gather on the dock, share drinks and stories and food.
It's a community.
Like any community, its not immune to conflict and controver-
sy. The 2020 election was hard on us here, friendshps were lost,
families were split, and we considered leaving. We've got a pretty

| good group here on “S” dock right now, though. We all get along,

we help one another. If | fell in the water there would be eight
people trying to pull me out, and that's a comfort. It's also a part
of boating culture: the piching in, the familial feelings of friendship
and responsibility and charity.

So it's the people that keep us here. While other forces in
society seem bent on driving folks apart, the livaboard life is an
intentional community that the water draws us together. It's why
we stay.

Now if you'll excuse me, | promised a slip-mate I'd check in on
her cat.

“It's like sitting on your front porch in a small town”

Don and Gail Elwell

And First Cat Magellan
Aboard the MV TARDIS
www.thefloatingempire.com
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his is truly my favorite time of year to fish. Mornings are crisp

and cool, and the fish are becoming increasingly more active. On
the upper Chesapeake, you will find striped bass in the rivers that
feed the bay. From the Susquehanna River, south to the Magothy
and Chester Rivers, you can find an
autumn striper bonanza. My favorite
rivers are the Bush and Gunpowder.
These rivers fit my preference for
shallow water fishing to a tee. Finding
striper-holding areas, and swapping
hotspots with my fishing inner circle
has expanded my fish catching
possibilities.

The Bush River has a deep
main channel where you will find an-
glers trolling. More to my liking, there
are plenty of points, flats, and rips
that hold stripers. Be advised that the
river is patrolled by Aberdeen Proving
Grounds military marine units and
you may be asked to leave an area
because of military operations. The
Gunpowder is the shallower of the
two rivers. Here, you are looking for
points, minimal depth changes, and
rock piles. You may even find stripers
along the edges of grass beds.

Each of my favorite rivers has
similarities and some subtle differenc-
es. Most of the spots in the Bush and
Gunpowder Rivers are shallow. The
Bush River is a bit wider and deeper, with more points of land. The
Gunpowder features bulkheads, sunken rock piles, and renowned
Maxwell Point. My main lure for both of these rivers is a rattle trap.
The Bush River has great locations to fling surface lures. And while
the Gunpowder sets up with similar attributes, I've rarely scored on a
topwater bite.

The most obvious spot to fish on both rivers is the rail road
bridge that crosses them. This is no secret. Rarely do you see
shallow water anglers pass by the railroad bridge on the Bush and
Gunpowder without making a cast to the platform-based pillars. The
bridge on each river may look the same above the water, but things
are very different below. You'll find deep water on the Baltimore
County side of the bridge on the Gunpowder. Yet, “deep” is a relative

Custom Marine Canvas
Repair

Replace Restore

112 N. Main St.
alena, Maryland

410-648-5890
oatleystopshop@yahoo.com

Established
1966
Covering the shore since “84”

term given that you'll only find 10 feet of water at a mean high tide.
On the Bush River, the depth goes from shallow to deep as you
move from the banks to the center of the bridge.

Rattle traps, paddle tail jigs, naked chatter baits, and jerkbaits
are all productive lures at the pilings. |
find the key to getting the bites is to re-
trieve the lure as close to a platform as
possible when working with the current.
| also work the up current corners of the
columns to see if stripers are positioned
in those current breaks.

Tidal current is key on both riv-
ers. It matters not if you are working the
shoreline cover, or mid-river structure
and points. In some cases, the current
that flows past a point, hump, drop off,
shoreline rip rap, or bridge piling will
differ from tide to tide. Your success at
these spots will be tide-specific. Other
places are equally productive on either
tide. Some shoreline cover may not
have enough water to hold stripers on
an ebbing tide. Conversely, Maxwell
Point on the Gunpowder fishes well on
either tide. Although, | will fish it differ-
ently depending on the flood or flush.

| have fished for river strip-
ers long enough to be confident in
lure choices from river to river. Yet, |
keep an open mind. While the rattle
trap is my go-to lure in the Bush and
Gunpowder, | will have other lures ready to go. One rod will have a
naked chatter bait with a paddle tail swimbait. Another rod will have
a topwater lure. | will not hesitate to work the surface at the Maxwell
Point rip, and sunken rock piles on the Gunpowder even though my
success over the years has been limited. The jerkbait is a favorite
of mine around bridge pilings, and | will work it on around shoreline
cover. I've even been known for cast a spinnerbait around grass
beds, and square bill crankbaits around rock cover. As you can see,
any number of lures are productive. You just have to find the ones
you have confidence in.

My favorite rivers on the upper bay provide many opportuni-
ties to catch stripers in autumn. | am looking forward to catching the
shallow water bite in the Bush and Gunpowder. How about you?!

Upper Bay Boating
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On the Water Everywhere You are

When you call TowBoatUS for assistance
you are calling on a local, family-owned
business who employs local Captains and
crew members which supports the area
economy. As an independent company, we
are proud to be affiliated with BoatUS, the
largest boat owner’s association in the
Nation, and to serve its members. The nine
individual TowBoatUS companies which
serve the Chesapeake Bay and Delmarva
Peninsula boast 34 ports and more than 35

tow boats that are ready to assist 24/7/365.

When you add the many nation-wide
benefits of a BoatUS membership to our
local towing power, our team cannot be
beat. Thank you for shopping local and
know that we are there - wherever and
whenever you need us. From all of our
Chesapeake Bay area TowBoatUS families,
we wish you a happy and safe boating
season. Give us a call to learn more about
our local service, national benefits and how
you can become a TowBoatUS member. As
always, happy to help.

Unlimited Towing
Just $99/year
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BREAKDOWNS ON THE WATER HAPPEN
MORE OFTEN THAN YOU THINK

The average cost of a tow is around $650 for
non-members. But with Unlimited Towing from
TowBoatU.S., when you need assistance on the

water, all you need for payment is your
BoatU.S. Membership card.

NO COPAY-S0 COST — FREE SERVICES
include nationwide service for battery
jumpstart, fuel delivery, ungrounding and
towing back to your home dock or marina. Call
today and pay just $99 for your first year!

TowBoatU.S. Middle River/Baltimore/Annapolis

410-255-8700
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More than fast. More than signs:
White Marsh & Joppa (443) 313-3008

Dave Swindell and Steve Lantieri Rocking Concord Light in Havre De Grace

Pet .
Portrar

by Hutch

Original, affordable artwork
of your special pet, painted

from your favorite photo.
Makes a great gift and
keepsake, framed and
ready to hang.

paulhutchinsL46 @gmail.com

410-817-4270

See my gallery at
paulhutchinsart.com
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P DOCKMASTERS

YACHT & MARINE INSURANCE
Established in 1989

Dockmasters s long-standing

access to the leading recreational marine
boat insurance and yacht insurance under-
writers. We are able to provide the broadest
coverage at the best terms to our clients due,
primarily, to our extensive and long experi-
ence in the marine industry.

Our top-rated customer support staff is quick
to respond, especially when you need it
most; like in times of loss. Our constant com-
munication with our surveyors and claims
adjusters is just one example of our commit-
ment to fair and equitable claim settlements
for our insured.

WE COVER ANY
VESSEL INCLUDING:

¢ Small Boats

® Yachts

® High Performance

® Houseboats

® SeaDoo & Jet Ski

® Guide Boats

¢ Six Pack Charters

WL [l ® Wooden & Antique Boats

410-708-0240 ® Marine Service Centers
Insurance Agent ® Yacht Brokers Insurance

Experienced Dockmaster [ Marine & Yacht Clubs
and Captain (Marine Operators Legal Liability)

100 Talbot Blvd. Chestertown, MD 21620 410-778-2260 Dockmastersinsurance.com

Dockmasters is a division of Fleetwood Insurance Group
www.FleetwoodinsuranceGroup.com
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This is Marvin, 276_3 's a chocolde lab, he's s . U B
years old, and about 90 pounds of” Solid love. e er &
loves 5/,{/;5625/7/‘/7 and e/g/'oyfng the view From the ngtin g y

éoa) of the sa AOQZ‘ .

welcomes

pictures of your boat,
boat dog, family &
friends having a good
time on the bay.

Also, if you are a writer,
please get in touch with
us — you may

become a reqular
columnist.

TheViking38@gmail.com

C%éer, epjoying the end of a Lerrific
reedom Boad Club a/ay./ Cyﬁer IS a
french bull dog
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WATERFRONT DI
FAMILY FRIENDLY * ... ¢
LIVE MUSIC
TIKI BAR

- Middle Rlver s qumal Beach Bar‘

3408 Red Rose Farm Rd. - Middle River, MD 21220 - sunsetcovemd.com

——"

October 2021




AProud Member of the Bay Community Since 1966

N ) MR SSENTAE P

113 Back River Neck Rd. | Essex, MD 21221
410-687-7733

WWW.pizzajohns.com
Closed on Mondays

Follow us on Social Media:

© f
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TRAILER PRRTS

. EASTER SQUPERSTORE
MRBRINE nxsmesisncss:

Vg Over 13,000 ¢
- "i ™ Parts In Stock! (

-
i. / k . .
AT BOAT TRAILER
PR . PARTS SPECIALIST
) eonoaln B Featuring Factory Ori?inal Equipment
/ >oapod repair parts for the following boat

A [} 1/%

trailer manufacturers...

® Largest Selection of Crab Traps & Crab Pots
® Custom Trotline Kits Ready for Pick-up
® Crab Trap Floats, Repair Parts & Accessories

VENIURES
Areas Largest Inventory of HARAVAN
Fenders, Floats & Buoys LoADRITE!L

D Located Just Minutes Off I-95 ,-
931 S. Chapel St. Ext (Rt 72) o2 MAGIC.s
Newark, DE 19713 Visit our Tax-Free Showroom!

302-737-6603 931 S. Chapel St. Ext (Rt. 72)

® Crab Cooking, Restaurant & Event Supplies
easternmarine.com/crabbing-supplies

www.easternmarine.com
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