
upperbayboating.com
  FREE

 
July 2019

Your Local Guide to  Happy  Boating!
photo by  David Sites



17’ Sea Ray  2010 175 Sport Boat $13,500
17’ Key West 2012 176CC $17,900
19’  2013 Bayliner 195 Bowrider $20,900
20’  1998  Palm Beach Whitecap 201 CC $9,900
22’  2004 SSi 235 – Chaparral $21,000
22’   2018 X 322 C - G3  Pontoon $45,000
23’  2014 Bryant Calandra Bowrider $44,900

23’ 1999 Sea Ray 230 Overnighter Select $15,900
23’ 2007 Walk Around 236WA - Sea Fox $21,500
25’ 2004 Rinker  Fiesta Vee 250 $22,000
26’  2005 Crownline  Cuddy 275 CCR $38,500
26’  2013 Monterey Sport Boat 264FS $54,900
39’ 2004 Wellcraft  Coastal 390 $199,900
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Summer Goals
Now that summer is in full swing, the boat has 

been launched, and you have been out on the water 
a few times, it is worth spending a few minutes to 
write down your goals for a happy summer out on 
the Upper Bay. Here are my top 10 things to include 
on your list, and I’m sure you can think of a few 
more.

1.  Log your list of summer goals and when you 
intend to complete them

2. Plan to make the most of the 4th of July week-
end, since it’s on Thursday that sets up a long 4 day 
weekend

3. Create a new recipe for an easy to prepare meal 
on the boat

4. Try a new summery cocktail and share the reci-
pe and what to pair it with

5. Visit a new port and spend the weekend explor-
ing what the town has to offer

6. Try to recreate a day from your childhood or 
teen years out on the Bay

7. Start a Summer 
of 2019 photo diary of 
your fun times out on 
the water

8. Bring a copy of a 
new book along and 
read a few chapters 
each weekend

9. Organize a raft up with your boating friends

10. Share photos and short stories with the  
Upper Bay Boating magazine of your Summer  
adventures

All this sure sounds to me like a great way to 
ensure when Fall arrives that you can look back and 
say “wow this was one of my best seasons out on 
the Upper Bay”. And make sure you play hooky from 
work a few times during the week. Week days can 
be so much enjoyable if you are the type that wants 
some peace and quiet time all for yourself.

  
          Happy & Safe Boating,  Dave 

           dave@upperbayboating.com

Welcome
Dave Bielecki, Publisher



6	 Upper Bay Boating

Wendy Gilbert

Hoping for a Glorious 4th of July
By Wendy Gilbert – Features Editor

Well, this season’s off to a spectacular start.
I’ve gotten used to so many rainy weekends over the 

last year or so, it’s almost like the boaters are desperate 
to enjoy what we have before we go back to the new 
normal. I’m not a fan of using words like normal. That 
said, I’m not commenting on people or art of projects, 
just the weather, so normal it is.

Not that I have anything against rain.  I’ll take the 
rain over a drought any day.  Droughts lead to all sorts 
of horrible problems like algae blooms, fish kills and that 
low tide smell long before low tide.

Nope, I’ll take the rain and thanks to modern weather 
detectors and cell phone apps, I can squeeze in my time 
on the water with ease.

Of course not everyone has a boat ramp in their 
neighborhoods, so I’ll count myself as a bit spoiled there.

Our little town of North East has been hopping this 
season.  As there is only one road through town to get 
to the rest of the peninsula, traffic can slow to a crawl. 
Friday night traffic 
in North East is 
real folks. Guests 
can admire the 
ever-continuing 
construction of the 
new bridge in town 
as they slowly make 
their way down Rt. 
272.  One of these 
seasons they are 
going to roll right on 
in to town without a 
construction vehicle 
in sight. No prom-
ises on which next 
season that might 
be though. Sensitive 
subject around town 

these days. Kind 
of like post WWII 
across the pond.  
Our German friends 
politely make clear 
that guests not men-
tion certain sensitive 
topics … like WW11 
for example.  It’s kind 
of like that right now. 
Someone needs 
to start drawing up 
cartoons or at least a 
meme for that. 

Once they arrive, 
it’s the usual – drive 
through town with 
the boat swinging 
ever so slightly behind. The kids admire the ice cream 
and candy signs. The grown-ups admire their own treats 
– wine, beer and seafood!  Or shiny silver baubles, 
antiques and fresh-roasted coffee.

They won’t return to town for several hours, but the 
lure of downtown North East is like bait to trophy fish.

After they’ve 
soothed the odd 
spots missed by 
SPF50 sunscreen 
with aloe vera gel or 
something stronger 
and rinsed off the 
day’s fun, they’ll 
pack the party up 
and head back to 
town.

The only question 
of concern? Where 
to start.

Shopping, dining 
or walking first? 
What time is it? Who 
cares?photo by Scott Kelsey
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100 BOURBON STREET    •    HAVRE de GRACE, MD    •    1-800-960-TIDE
           www.TidewaterMarina.com

Fresh Water Deep Slips

Comprehensive 
Service

Marine Supplies & Accessories

Waterfront Event Venue

Hi & Dri Boatel

Full  Service  Marina In Historic   
           HAVRE de GRACE
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Have you seen all the human trafficking billboards 
around the state of late?
It absolutely freaks me out to think that this kind of thing 

is going on in our quiet corner of the world. Obviously, 
things aren’t as quiet and innocent here as I thought. Mary-
land’s unique and beautiful geography also lends itself to 
stealth and crime. Between I-95, Route 40, our proximity to 
large cities, plus the easy water access, it shouldn’t be so 
shocking to me that this sordid business happens here

How to save someone? I can’t bring down a crime ring, 
but as they said, if I see something, I can say something.

So many members of our culture have been taught to 
ignore their surroundings. They don’t make eye contact, 
they are fully absorbed in their phones and would never 
consider reporting anyone for any crime. According to 
research (that I did not conduct) many millennials have a 
blurred idea of what is right and wrong in the first place. 
No wonder graphic billboard campaigns are required to get 
them (all of us) to take action.

Sadly, the upcoming July 4 holiday is the perfect time 
for thieves, traffickers and other criminals to do their worst. 
While we are all fussing with fun, they are up to – well, 
everything.

The Maryland Natural Resources Police is actively en-
gaged in preventing criminal and conservation violations, 
and are investigating all suspicious activity that may be 
occurring on state lands and waterways. 

We can help by reporting suspicious activity to officers. 
They suggest we be on the lookout and report: 

1. Attempts to buy or charter vessels using large cash 
payments.
2. Asking suspicious questions about marine activity or 
major facilities.
3. Vessels operating at night without running lights.
4. Loading or unloading vessels at unusual hours or in 
remote locations.
5. Vessels riding excessively low in the water.
6. Vessels with no registration numbers or name dis-
played.
7. Suspicious activity around large commercial vessels 
(freighters, tankers, etc.) including off-loading of people 
and packages into small boats, or during unusual times.
8. Unusual or suspicious diving activity around marinas, 
vessels, wharfs, bridges, ports, dams, tunnels, etc.
9. Abandoned/unattended vessels or vehicles in or 
near unusual locations, major facilities or public areas.
10. Suspicious filming activity near marine critical infra-
structure (bridges, power plants, etc.)
11. Subjects wearing unusual clothing for weather 
conditions.

Maryland Natural Resources Police: Channel 16 
(156.8 MHz) or 800-628-9944

Be a bit of a snitch   By Wendy Gilbert-  Features Editor



• Gas, diesel, pumpout
•  Pool  • Nettle-free beach 
 • 50 channel cable TV • Ship’s store
    • Slipholder fuel discounts
     • New 50T lift • Full service and parts
         • Mechanics on duty 6 days
            • A/C heads & laundry • Picnic peninsula
               • Water taxi service to moorings

     Why rent a slip when you can buy?
    Contact us about slip ownership opportunities

      410-885-2601
     1026 Town Point Road • Chesapeake City, MD 21915 
       www.bbyh.com  e-mail ken@bbyh.com

Just 1 Mile
from the ICW

Look for our lighthouse
at the entrance Full service marina with

covered and open slips
available now.
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There are few things more emotionally painful for an 
Upper Bay boater, or any boater for that matter, than 

committing a glaring nautical miscue in front of a knowl-
edgeable crowd.  It could be an accidental jibe in a busy 
cove or taking seven “trys” to back your 22 footer into her 
slip, with your nautical neighbors looking on.  It might even 
be losing your wind when all the other sailboats around you 
are up to hull speed or, the worst of the worst for newbies 
… trying again and again and again to back your boat down 
the ramp on a Saturday morning in June.
       But 
whatever 
the blunder 
… whatev-
er the mis-
judgment 
… what-
ever the 
humiliating 
circum-
stances … 
all boaters 
should take 
comfort in 
knowing 
that it’s all 
been done 
before!  
Each and 
every 
boater out 
there on 
a Saturday afternoon has had his or her embarrassing 
moments.  Most just don’t like to talk about them.
       While many of the mistakes are the result of inexpe-
rience, there’s one that seems to be a rite-of-passage for 
all those who choose to sail the Chesapeake, experienced 
or not. To paraphrase a popular saying among sail boat-
ers....”if you’ve never run aground, you’ve never sailed the 
Chesapeake Bay”.  My only wish is that I could have found 
a more private spot to experience the inevitable.
      It was the week of the fourth of July 1997 or ‘98, I think, 
when we sailed into Rock Hall harbor for the first time. We 
had spent the previous night in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor 
and the 20-mile sail over that next day, on a steady south-
westerly breeze, was one to remember. The seas were 
virtually flat and the 12 knot breeze, unwavering. Beam 
reaching most of the way, we rarely dropped below hull 
speed. It was truly one of those special Chesapeake sailing 
days.
      As we motored into the harbor late that afternoon, still 
aglow from our perfect day on the Bay, we naively assumed 
that this cozy little body of water, surrounded as it was by 
restaurants and marinas, was deep enough throughout to 
handle our modest 4 foot 2 inch draft. My first mate had put 
the chart book away after passing the last red day marker 
and our thoughts had moved from navigation to crab cakes. 
Spotting a likely looking marina on the far side of the harbor, 
I swung the bow to starboard and off we went in search of a 
transient slip. What we would have known, had we glanced 
at the chart book, was that the navigable water in Rock Hall 

harbor lay only around it’s perimeter. The center, with the 
exception of one narrow channel, was barely navigable for 
dinghies, let alone a fixed-keel sailboat.
       I’ll save myself the agony of the play-by-play, but 
suffice it to say that we became hopelessly aground not far 
from one of Rock Hall’s famous seafood restaurants … with 
bar patrons and early diners packing the wooden deck that 
overlooks the harbor. The harder we tried to break free, the 
more aground we became. The onlookers, many of whom 
were surely seasoned boaters, seemed thrilled that the 

entertain-
ment for 
the evening 
had started 
so early 
and that we 
were the 
opening 
act. I was 
living my 
nautical 
nightmare!
      Mer-
cifully, a 
local young 
man in a 
small pram 
came to 
our rescue. 
Taking our 
main hal-
yard out to 

starboard (an act that he had clearly performed before), 
our keel broke loose from its muddy prison and, with the 
reduced draft of the forced heel, I was able to inch my way 
back to deeper water. The enthusiastic applause from our 
audience just added to the humiliation.
      After finding a slip for the night and changing our clothes 
(more for disguise than appearance), we set out for the best 
crab cakes in town. Unfortunately, that meant joining our 
dinner-show audience out on the harbor deck. As I wove my 
way up to the bar, looking forward to numbing my pain, a 
diner at a nearby table grabbed my arm.
      “You got out of there faster than I did last year,” he 
chuckled (so much for my disguise). “A lot of sailors don’t 
look for the markers when they come into the harbor for 
the first time and they cut right across the shallows. Believe 
me,” he continued, “that kid with the pram makes a damn 
good living during the summer!” After a good laugh and an 
understanding pat on the back, he returned to his dinner 
and I, to our table by the rail.
      As I looked out over the harbor, with its channel markers 
in plain view, I couldn’t understand how we missed them. 
Were we so ecstatic from the sail over from Baltimore.......or 
so hungry for Rock Hall’s famous crab cakes.......or maybe, 
just maybe, could it be that we simply made a mistake; an 
error in nautical judgement?. All of us Chesapeake Bay 
boaters do make mistakes now and then, you know.  And 
when we do, all any of us can hope for is a sympathetic 
audience and the best crab cakes in town!

A 4th To Remember......or FORGET!
by L. Alan Keene
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Middle River Snakeheads      
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It was a hot August day in 2018 when the first Northern 
snakehead was caught in a creek leading to Middle River. A 
10-year old boy named Zack fishing from a pier got one using a 
worm under a bobber. The small, slender snakehead was only 
about 12 inches long, but the catch proved the invasive fish 
were in the river. Since then, many more snakeheads up to 25 
inches have been caught in Middle River. 

Fifteen years ago Northern 
snakeheads were first discov-
ered in a Crofton, Maryland 
pond. Back then, authorities 
tried to get rid of the invasive 
species by using a special fish 
poison. The treatment killed all 
the fish in that particular pond 
and authorities thought that 
was that, but snakeheads were 
soon found in other places 
including tributaries of the tidal 
Potomac River and Black-
water Refuge in Dorchester 
County. The freaky foreign fish 
were probably released there 
deliberately. Now they are 
everywhere. Love them or hate 
them, snakeheads are here to 
stay. 

The introduction of 
snakeheads is not all bad 
news. Snakehead fishing has 
become a fad. New anglers 
are getting involved. Teens 
and even pre-teens are fishing 
for snakeheads and spending 
time outdoors instead of con-
stantly being on their phones 
or computers. While these 
young people are out learning 
about snakehead fishing, they 
are also learning about the 
environment. Snakeheads are 
also good for local businesses. 
New lures to fool snakeheads 
have been selling out fast in 
the stores. Eager anglers want 
to add snakeheads to their 
species list and are willing to 
travel from miles around, even 
from out of state to catch one. 
They spend money on food, 
gas, tolls, motels, bait, tackle, it 
all adds up.   

Besides the benefits noted 
above, snakeheads are delicious! 
Everyone I’ve spoken to who has ever tried snakehead says 
they are one of the best tasting fish they’ve ever had. Snake-
head fillets are firm and white. Cook them in the oven or on the 
grill, in a frying pan with butter, or deep fried in beer batter. 

Snakeheads grow fast, especially in their first few years. 

For instance, a 12-inch snakehead may be a year old. Some 
snakehead experts figure they grow five or six inches every 
year for the first three or four years. That means a 12-inch 
snakehead caught last year could be 17 or 18 inches by now 
and next year measure in the 24-inch range. By the summer 
of 2020 there should be some 30-inch snakeheads in Middle 
River if they’re not there already. Snakeheads have also been 

caught in the Gunpowder 
and Bush River systems 
in the recent past. Dundee 
Creek probably has snake-
heads too, but I haven’t 
heard of any.

Neighborhood anglers 
catch snakeheads from 
the shoreline around many 
sections of Middle River. 
Because snakeheads live in 
very shallow water, it’s easy 
to reach them from shore. 
Snakehead fishing doesn’t 
have to cost a lot. A boat is 
not necessary. Any medium 
sized spinning rod and reel 
spooled with 10 or 20-lb test 
monofilament line will do fine. 
To land the fish, it’s good 
to have a net and a pair of 
pliers. Gloves are handy too. 
Snakeheads are slimy and 
have sharp teeth. 

Talk around town is that 
most of the snakeheads 
caught in Middle River have 
been on a simple worm and 
bobber rig. Bull minnows 
work too, but they are better 
in the spring than in the 
summer. Tie a size 5 or 6 
Eagle Claw hook to the line 
and put the bobber about a 
foot above it. Cast along the 
shoreline near weed edges. 
The water only needs to be 
about a foot or two deep. Let 
the bait sit there for a minute.  
Chances are if you don’t get 
a snakehead you will catch 
some fish be they bluegill, 
catfish, perch or bass. 

It’s fun to count the 
different species while trying 
for snakeheads. To catch 
five or six species in a day 
is not unusual. If you don’t 

get a bite, cast again. Snakeheads will eat almost anything 
that swims including small fish and frogs. It remains to be seen 
what effect snakeheads will have on Middle River. Meanwhile, 
more anglers are getting in on the snakehead fad and learning 
new ways to catch them. 

Tim Burnum with an average sized Middle River Snakehead.
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We now  
feature 

Aluminum 
Boats

The Toughest Built Aluminum Boats, Bar None.

Authorized Dealer & Service Center

Bass Series- 195 Pro

114 Carroll Island Rd.
Middle River, MD
410-335-0000

REPOWER
Sales Specials
on Mercury!

MERCURY 
Portable 
Engine 
Sale –
3.5 hp to 
20hp

premiermarinemd.com

Platinum Dealer 
& Factory Service

Fourth Annual 
Marvin Haw 
Boating Safety 
Day 

It was another great day to 
come out and enjoy the beautiful 
setting on the water at Wilson 
Point, and learn about 
safety at the same 
time. We celebrated 
the Marvin Haw IV 
Boating Safety Day on 
June first. The group of 
dedicated volunteers 
hope those that came 
had a great time, and 
hope to see more of you 
next year.

photos by  
Paula Waddell

64 Shipwatch Lane
Chesapeake City, Md

	 •	Private	Beach
	 •	Dock/Slip
	 •	Boat	Lift		15,000	lbs.	

•	Custom	Open	Floor	Plan
•	Waterviews	from	3	floors
•	River	Room	with	Waterfront	Patio
•	Ground	Maintenance

Danielle Ward
Cell   443-350-7112   Office 410-392-6500

$847,500
Cecil CountyWaterfront
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Upper  Bay  Boating  Events   and  Waterfront  Activities
Rocking the Harbor Poker Run
June 28-30  www.rockintheharbor.
com

Kids Fishing Derby June 29, starts 
at  7:30am Fort Smallwood Park 
9500 Fort Smallwood Road Pasade-
na MD 21122 410-222-0087  www.
pasadenasportfishing.com 

Paddling Elk River & Turkey 
Point June 29 9-11- Elk Neck State 
Park - Rogues Harbor  North East, 
Maryland 21901  410-287-5333.

Waterman’s Day  June 30, at  
Noon The Rock Hall Bulkhead - Bay-
side Avenue Rock Hall Waterman’s 
Association 410-639-7719

Salute to Cecil County Veterans 
- A Patriotic Festival and Fire-
works July 3,Held at  North East 
Community Park 443.553.6207

Ports America Chesapeake 
Fourth of July Celebration July 4 
Baltimore Inner Harbor

Concord Point Fireworks 
July 6 @9:00 Havre de Grace 
www.havredegracejuly4.org

Rock Hall Fireworks July 3 @ 
9:00 PM The Rock Hall Bulkhead 
- Bayside Avenue 410-639-7719

Middle River Fireworks 
Display July 6 hosted by the 
Marine Trades of Baltimore 
County-Can be viewed by boat 
on most parts of Middle River  
410-335-7000

Thunder in the City Poker 
Run July 19 & 20 www.thunder-
inthecity.com

Rock the Bay Poker Run 
August 2&3 www.pokerrunsam-
erica.com/rockthebay

Pirates and Wenches Fan-
tasy Weekend August 9-11.  
Event is held town wide in Rock 
Hall, Md.  410-935-3491

See our website   
 www.upperbayboating.com
for list of boating activities at the 

Anita Leight Center

Space is provided free of 
charge to Advertisers, Clubs, 
Boat Courses, Fishing 
Tournaments, Waterfront 
Museums, and any Non-Prof-
it Organizations. If you hold 
an event on the upper bay 
waterfront, or have any boat 
related activity, please send 
us the information. Events 
will be updated on our web-
site each month. Visit www.
upperbayboating.com  or 
email 
 
davebielecki@aol.com

Hank Norley of  PRB 
https://proboatrestoration.
com/ has created a one-of-
a-kind custom hot tub boat 
using a Formula.  It must 
have taken a high level of 
genius and craftsmanship. It is currently docked 
at the North East River Marina and it is absolutely 
amazing.

Hank’s 
Hot Tub 
Boat	 		
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C a r l i s l e ' s  M a r i n e ,  I n c
49 Artisan Dr  Smyrna, DE 19977

(302) 389-0100

ALL NEW - LEFT OVER
 2017 MAKO PRO 19 SKIFF 

W/ MERCURY 115 &
TRAILER

$24,995
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A lot can be learned from watching and 
taking notes from guys and gals that 

make their living fishing professionally. 
When it comes to bass fishing, the touring 
pros and bass guides are a wealth of 
knowledge. Learning from them is more 
than sitting and watching the television 
shows on Saturday and Sunday mornings. 
I have been blessed with being able to fish 
with several pros and guides that have 
opened my eyes to new techniques and 
helped prove some bass fishing theories of 
my own. I’d like to share with you a couple 
techniques for when fishing gets tough in 
summer. 

  Fishing cloudy, murky water is 
something anglers deal with most often in 
spring. Waters tend to clear through late 
spring and early summer.  When the wa-
ters are cloudier than 2-week-old iced tea, 
such as what we had most of last summer; 
the bite can truly get tough. Many anglers 
will cast lures that produce a lot of noise, 
vibration, and/or flash. I’ve learned from Captain Jerry 
Sersen, now retired from guiding, that noise and vibration 
are good, but flash doesn’t help matters. He professes that 
sunlight needs to penetrate the water to make a reflective 
lure shine. Muddy water allows only a few inches of pene-
trable light. Sersen also feels that, with very limited visibility, 
a slow presentation is needed to help bass local the lure. 

 Captain Jerry has shown me that a small 1/4-ounce 
spinnerbait with an oversized, painted willow blade is a 
great lure for muddy water. He prefers a bait in either a 
white or chartreuse head or skirt with matching blades. He 
uses a tandem willow blade combination with an oversized 
blade on the rear. He says that with the large blade, you 
are forced to retrieve the lure slowly so the body tracks true 
and does not sway side to side -- an unnatural presenta-
tion. Captain Jerry uses the spinnerbait around grass beds 
anytime water is heavily stained to down right muddy.

 The Sassafras River is a long run from the Gunpowder 
River. So when you make that run across the bay, you are 
committed to fishing there. Frank Ippoliti and I made the 
run one August morning years ago in hopes of pulling bass 
out of pad fields on his homemade frog lure. Mother Nature 
had a different agenda. She blessed us (or cursed us de-
pending on your point of view) with the brightest cloudless 
skies you can imagine. These skies are great if you want to 
watch bluebirds and starlings, but not if you plan to tempt 
bass with topwater plugs. 

We gave it a try for about 45 minutes; then Frank had 
had enough. He knew there were bass to be caught in 
the river, just not from the pad fields or any other form of 

vegetation. Frank’s philosophy was, “… to get as far away 
as humanly possible from any type of vegetation and fish 
hard cover.”

 Bluebird days after weather fronts cause bass to lock 
down tight to cover. While bass may have been in the acres 
of pads, trying to pinpoint them would have wasted valuable 
time. Targeting more obvious cover like rock and wood is 
a better plan. Many anglers believe that a slow approach 
works best under post-frontal conditions. Frank takes the 
opposite course by getting bass to respond to baits that 
evoke a reaction strike. Frank flipped jigs to pier pilings and 
caught numerous bass throughout the day. 

 I had a chance to take advantage of this knowledge in 
a tournament the around the same date the next summer. 
We encountered the same bluebird skies with the added 
“blessing” of a strong northwest breeze. My boating partner 
and I struggled for most of the day, each having only one 
bass in the live well. That is until my partner decided it was 
time to cast crankbaits along bridge pilings. We were target-
ing bass on hard cover with lures that cause bass to react. 
With the time remaining before weigh-in, I was able to 
crank two bass off of the pilings and cash a modest check 
as many of the non-boating anglers I competed against 
struggled with the day’s conditions.

 These are two completely different fishing scenarios 
that a bass fisherman can face during summer months. As 
an outdoor writer I’ve had a great opportunity to learn from 
bass pros and guides in order to pass it along in articles. It’s 
also great to bank these fishing lessons and have a chance 
to put them into action. 

Tough Summer Bass Fishing By Tim Sherman
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Route 50 East – Exit 44B   
314 Evans Ave. • Grasonville, Maryland

888-519-9120  •  sales@pocket-yacht.com

www.pocketyacht.com

Pocket Yacht
Company

*PLUS FREIGHT AND DEALER PREP

R-23 | $114,937*
w/200hp Yamaha

R-27 OB | $204,937*
w/F300hp Yamaha 

R-29S LE | $284,937*
w/260hp Volvo Diesel

R-29CB LE | $299,937*
w/260hp Volvo Diesel

R-31CB | $344,937*
w/300hp D4 Volvo

C-242COUPE | $109,937*
w/250hp Yamaha

C-28 LE | $214,937*
w/Volvo D4 260 HP Diesel

C-30S | $319,937*
w/435hp D6 Volvo Diesel

C-30 CB | $334,937*
w/435hp D6 Volvo Diesel

C-302COUPE | $314,937*
w/Twin 300 HP Yamaha

CUTWATER
C-302 COUPE

LIVE  LIFE  AT  
SEA LEVEL

FACTORY DIRECT PRICING  
IN STOCK SPECIALS!

3 YEAR WARRANTY ON VOLVO
AND YAMAHA

 LOW INTEREST FINANCING
WE TAKE QUALITY TRADES 

 2-3 DAYS CAPTAIN ORIENTATION
 30 DAYS DOCKAGE INCLUDED

NOW THROUGH JUNE 30, 2019
 TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FACTORY AUTHORIZED SALE & PYC WILL DOUBLE

YOUR REBATES UP TO $15,000!
 CALL YOUR YACHT SPECIALIST FOR DETAILS!

—  CLEAR THE DECKS SALES EVENT  —
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By Captain Mark Galasso
Tuna the Tide Charter Service 
 
 I  have a number of stickers on my boat. 
Some are for sponsors. Some are tourna-
ments I’ve fished and others are just plain 
cool. But the one that elicits the most ques-
tions is simply a Banana with a red slash 
through it. Usually the question comes up 
as to why bananas aren’t allowed on a boat 
and what should I do with the one I brought 
for my lunch? I’ll try and explain.

     Back in the days of sailing ships, 
stewards would stock the holds with fruits 
and vegetables packed in straw. These 
fruits in particular were known to ward off 
scurvy, a common ailment of sailors. Banan-
as came in large bunches sometimes 50 or 
more and were usually picked up in Central 
American ports like Panama. The shelf life 
for this fruit was not very good and many 
would rot. As they rotted they fouled other 
fruits and vegetables. This was bad. But 
the biggest problem with Banana bunches 
was they were the home of the notorious 
Wandering Spider. This poisonous tarantula 
was very aggressive and would bite unsus-
pecting sailors causing excruciating pain and sometime death.  Hey, 
I saw all this on the discovery channel just in case you think I was 
making it up. So I’m not all that superstitious but get this.

     A few years ago we started the spring trophy Rockfish 
season out strong. Had our limit by 10 a.m. on the first three days 
we fished. On the fourth day 10 a.m. rolls around and we haven’t 
even had a pull. We were doing everything the same as during the 
previous three trips. As I’m scratching my head I see an elderly 
gentleman sitting on the transom eating a banana. I pointed to my 
sticker and politely informed him bananas were bad luck. He quickly 
ate the banana and threw the peel overboard. As we all watched 
the peel start to sink the rod he was standing next to doubled over. 
In the next 15 minutes we caught three nice fish. Hmmmm.

     The next morning I’m greeting my people at 6 a.m. in the 
parking lot and I told the story of the day before. Before too long I 
had 6 fisherman eating bananas in the parking lot! Apparently they 
hadn’t heard about bananas and boating.

     There are You Tube videos out there about conflicts on fish-
ing boats due to someone smuggling one of these wonderful fruits 
on a boat. Captains and Mates just go nuts about things like that. 
Me personally not so much. I just think it’s a good excuse when the 
fish aren’t biting and I’ve made that clear to the party when we have 
a tough day and someone brought a banana on board.

     Funny story. A couple of weeks ago I did a Bachelor party on 
a friend’s boat. I had 15 head. The day before I had a couple of the 
guys on my boat. I was asked to participate in a prank on the groom 
to be. They were going to tell him I loved bananas for breakfast and 
he was going to present me one when they all boarded. Everything 
went like clockwork. In front of the whole party he ceremoniously 
handed me a beautiful fresh banana. I stared at it. No I glared at it. 
And then I glared at him. I pointed over at the sticker on my boat 

and let loose a tirade of expletives that would have made a rapper 
blush. He went pale as I threw it overboard. The rest of the crew 
started howling with laughter. Except this one other guy. Appar-
ently no one let him in on the joke and he had stashed a couple of 
bananas in his back pack. He fessed up and we all told him where 
he could put his bananas. Overboard of course.

     So the next time you go fishing or boating be sure you don’t 
get caught up in the banana issues. Try apples instead. Or better 
yet bring something your Captain will surely enjoy like Royal Farms 
Chicken or an Italian sub from your favorite sub shop. Hey, A happy 
Captain can only make your day that much more enjoyable. Safe 
Boating.

			   Safe boating– Capt’ Mark

Tuna the Tide Charter Service Grasonville, Maryland

 Going Bananas While Boating
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On the Waterfront 

I have acted in plays since I was 15, when I was too shy to 
interact with most people, or at least girls. Scripted words were 
a godsend. Sometimes it even said, right in the script, I had 
to kiss them. So I kissed them. I mean, it said so right there. 
“They kiss,” was one memorable stage direction in the script. I 
paused. I looked out at the director for confirmation. “Kiss her,” 
he said. So I did. 

I’m rehearsing a play now. Although I do not live in my 
hometown, the play’s there and our rehearsals are too. This 
has caused past and present to sort of shimmer for me, blend 
together, and fade in and out of each other.

We rehearse in a hall where, 41 years ago, I slow-danced 
in the dark with my junior year sweetheart at the Girls League 
Formal. It was a girl-ask-guy dance they apparently don’t even 
have any more. 

I practice our scenes now mere feet away from where 
Michelle and I swayed all those years ago in the humid, 
teen-scented dark...can it be … almost 15,000 days ago? I 
remember the spot, because I kissed her while we danced, 
something I had never done before in public, a bold move, 
even in the dark. 

Sometimes at rehearsal my eye lingers there under the 
bright fluorescent lights. In daylight, there is no magic to the 
place. The ancient window curtains have collected the dust 
of decades and the wooden stage on the far end has some 
spongy boards. But, like any place out of memory, it retains a 
certain romance.

I think she broke up with me later that night. I can’t remem-
ber. If not, it was pretty soon after. I couldn’t tell you why. She 
probably still could. 

In the foyer I eye a wall where I remember tossing my 
cream-colored tuxedo jacket and salmon bow tie onto a 
pile of the same. A hundred teens dancing in one room can 
generate a lot of heat. I did the rest of my dancing in my 
ruffle-fronted shirt, sleeves rolled up. Was there a disco ball 
or does memory play tricks? 

Today in the spot of the tux pile is a clothes rack hung 
with all our show costumes. My tux is black this time, the 
tie, grey.

Every time I pull into the parking lot outside I remember 
the same lot, 40 years ago. I disembarked from a public 
school bus one final time, the bleary morning after Grad 
Night. Our parents drove us to the party alone, but a bus 
brought all us graduates home together. 

Grad Night sucked. I had to wear a suit and tie. There 
was a hypnotist at about 2 a.m. who made my classmates 
cluck like chickens or become stiff as a board. There was 
dancing. I don’t remember getting on the bus, but I remem-
ber getting off in this very parking lot, the sun too bright 
after an all-nighter. Parents waiting in their cars to take us 
home, like kindergartners. 

I pull up to rehearsal today, and the bus shimmers in the 
morning sun 40 years ago. 

This is roughly show  number 30 or so for me, lifetime. 
There have been many other tuxes, and suits, prayer 
shawls, jockey silks, tights. I am not as shy as that teen, but 
I still appreciate someone providing me the words. So often 
the right ones are nowhere to be found. 

with George Waters

photo by Donna Bedell

A Place Where the Past and the Present Meet
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•  Marine Canvas  •  Enclosures  •  Repairs
                                    •  Full Boat Covers and Upholstery
                                                           3039 Augustine Herman Hwy.
                                                    Chesapeake City, MD
                           410-885-2430

                         johnscanvasworks.com

John’s Canvas Works
Serving the Upper Bay, 
Delaware and  
the C&D Canal  
Area

“We’ve Got 
You Covered”



    100 Talbot Blvd. Chestertown, MD  21620     410-778-2260    Dockmastersinsurance.com
Dockmasters is a division of Fleetwood Insurance Group    

www.FleetwoodInsuranceGroup.com 

Dockmasters   has long-standing 
access to the leading recreational marine 
boat insurance and yacht insurance under-
writers. We are able to provide the broadest 
coverage at the best terms to our clients due, 
primarily, to our extensive and long experi-
ence in the marine industry.

Our top-rated customer support staff is quick 
to respond, especially when you need it 
most; like in times of loss. Our constant com-
munication with our surveyors and claims 
adjusters is just one example of our commit-
ment to fair and equitable claim settlements 
for our insured.

WE COVER ANY  
VESSEL INCLUDING:

• Small Boats
• Yachts
• High Performance
• Houseboats
• SeaDoo & Jet Ski
• Guide Boats
• Six Pack Charters
• Wooden & Antique Boats
• Marine Service Centers
• Yacht Brokers Insurance
• Marine & Yacht Clubs
      (Marine Operators Legal Liability)

Dan Zottarelli
  410-708-0240 
Insurance Agent,  

Experienced Dockmaster 
and Captain
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Fishing
2019 Calendar of Events
Fishing Club meetings:

Coastal Conservation Associa-
tion – Greater Baltimore Chapter 
monthly meetings held the 3rd 
Monday of the month featuring 
expert speakers. Meeting is 7:00 
to 9:00 pm. Free and open to the 
public. Little Havana Restaurant, 
1325 Key Hwy. www.ccamd.org

Coastal Conservation Association – Greater Baltimore 
Chapter monthly meetings held the 4th Monday of the 
month featuring expert speakers. Meeting is 7:00 to 
9:00 pm. Free and Open to the public. VFW Post 10067, 
6309   Ebenezer Road. www.ccamd.org   
Please go to www.ccamd.org for meeting info on all other 
CCA-MD Chapters including Annapolis, Central Region 
and Greater Washington. 

Essex-Middle River Fishing Club 
– monthly meetings held the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month featuring 
expert speakers. Meeting is 7:00 
to 9:00 pm. Free and open to the 
public. Commodore Hall, 1909 
Old Eastern Ave. Contact Frank 
Holden at flholden@msn.com 

Frederick Saltwater Anglers – 
monthly meetings held the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month featur-
ing expert speakers. Meeting is 
7:00 to 9:00 pm. Free and open 
to the public. Moose Lodge, 828 
E. Patrick St.  Frederick, MD 
21701 For more info go to www.
wefishsalt.com 

Pasadena Sportfishing Group - 
monthly meetings held the 2nd 
Monday of the month featuring 
expert guest speakers. Meeting is 
7:00 to 9:00 pm. Free and open to 
the public. Earleigh Heights Vol-
unteer Fire Hall, 161 Ritchie Hwy. 
For more info go to www.pasade-
nasportfishing.com 

Fishing Tournaments: 

Back River Restoration 
Committee - 12th Annual 
Rockfish Tournament   on 
September 7th, 2019 – 
Weigh-in and after party 
Weaver’s Marine - Con-
tact Karen Wynn at 443-
983-2945 or karenw@
savebackriver.org 
2019 CCA-MD Fishing Tournaments: For more 
info see www.ccamd.org 

CCA-MD Red-Trout Tx – Crisfield, MD –  
September 27th to 29th

CCA-MD / BRRC Rocktober Cup & Trash Tour - 
Dates to be announced. Go to karenw@save-
backriver.org or www.ccamd.org for information.

2019 Chesapeake  
Bay Sportfishing  
Association  
Tournaments: 
Spring-Bling Rockfish 
Tx – May 3rd to 5th
Schools-Out Rockfish 
Tx – June 15th
Ocean City Tuna-For-
tuna Tx – June 21st to 23rd   Ocean City Floun-
der Sounder – July 6th    St. Jude White Perch 
Tx – July 13th     End of Summer Rockfish Tx 
– August 24th   Ocean City Flounder Fall-Haul 
Tx – September 14th    Fall-Squall Rockin’ Tx – 
November 9th to 10th 
Contact Captain Joe Thorpe at jthorpe@cbsfa or 
call 410-868-5488.

13th Annual Fish for 
a Cure Tournament – 
November 2nd, 2019.       
For more info go to www.
fishforacure.org 

For more information 
please call Captain Joe 
Thorpe at 410-868-5488 
or email him at jthorpe@
cbsfa.club
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Starting with this issue, we are reward-
ing our readers by offering FREE ads 
in our Online Magazine to buy or 
sell your boat. 
As shown in our first post at right, just 
type up a basic description of what you 
are selling or looking for and email it in 
along with a photo. A text document and 
pdf or jpeg of the photo works best. 

16’ CL Boatworks in good condition, Mast and boom 
are good. Main sail and ginny needs TLC

Trailer is included. $1500 OBO  Paul  410-241-8224  
paul@realhomesmd.com   

FOR SALE
16’  CL  BoatworksFREE Ads in our 

Online Magazine

 email free listing to: 
dave@upperbayboating.com

Coastal Anthology
Coastal Anthology will again be host-

ing artists from Lancaster as they gather 
“artifacts” from the Upper Chesapeake to 
create works of art that raise awareness of 
pollution in the Bay.

The “RE Project” is an art exhibition 
conceived to shed light on the critical issues 
of environmental degradation and what 
art can do to help raise awareness.  Five 
Lancaster, PA area artists have signed onto 
the project to collect debris that is polluting 
the environment of the Chesapeake Bay 
and then use those items to create unique 
pieces of art that will be shown in a Lancas-
ter gallery. A photographer will be on board 
to document the experience and many of 
the images will be on display during the 
show.  The exhibition opens on August 2nd 
with an artist reception from 6-9pm. The art 
works will be on display for the entire month 
of August.  For more information, please 
visit www.coastalanthology.com
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Introducing
Upper Bay 
Boating’s 
Special Edition 
Online 
Magazine  
Hey Boaters…  
Did you know you can 
read or download a copy 
of the magazine from 
our website?  It’s easy, 
just visit : 
upperbayboating.com 
and click on the mag-
azine cover link on the 
right side of the home 
page. It’s that simple.  
Starting with this issue, 
our online readers will 
have more content to 
read, and enjoy looking 
at more pictures.  Also 
to reward our loyal 
readers, we will begin 
offering FREE for Sale 
or Wanted listings in the 
online magazine. See 
promo on page__

For Non- Profits, 
we will begin offering 
free ads on the site for 
their fund raising needs, 
along with space to 
announce their good 
deeds.

 Comments are welcome    
 dave@upperbayboating.com



July 2019	 25



26	 Upper Bay Boating



July 2019	 27

Check Out Our Facebook Page 
for 2019 Events!

Call for  
Pricing!

• RELEASE AND STRIPER BOAT DEALER    
• BOAT BROKERAGE • LOADRITE/VENTURE TRAILERS  
• YAMAHA / MERCRUISER DEALER   • BAIT / TACKLE  
• 89 & 93 OCTANE FUEL   • FULL SERVICE MECHANICAL  
• BOAT / STORAGE • WET SLIPS-  HI & DRY INDOOR  
  AND OUTDOOR.

Striper 23 
Walkaround

2004 Sea Ray 
280 Sundancer  $ 47,900

2006 Sea Ray  
240 Sundeck  $ 26,900

2005 Bayliner 
19 Trophy  $ 9,995

2005 Sea Ray  
320 Sundancer  $79,900

Visit our website  
for a list of used  
and brokerage boats.

 LIFT SLIPS AVAILABLE!

MALLARD MARINE
SERVICES

Mobile Electrical, Electronics and Mechanical

www.mallardmarineservice.com 
Have a question?  Need advice?   Contact Us!

Every phone call returned.
Every email answered.
Responsiveness you can count on.

kevin@mallardmarineservices.com
Kevin Ladenheim
410-454-9877



There comes a time for every boater when you just need some 
help.  These days with service manuals available online and 

dozens of online parts retailers stocking everything you need, it 
gets tempting to hunker down on the computer and go at it alone 
to discover repair methods and needed parts.  While that really 
is great for DIY boaters, it can be time consuming and can often 
cause unnecessary confusion.  Misinformation is spread just as 
quickly as fact and often times a boater will misdiagnose issues 
because commenters on boating forums are passing off half-
truths or inaccurate knowledge as the gospel of boat repair. For 
those who are new to boating or new to doing their own work, this 
often  leads to misdiagnoses and ends up costing more in parts 
and repairs as you chase a problem that you really don’t under-
stand.  This is where your local marine store comes in.  Marine 
stores are utilized less and less these days as everyone takes to 
the internet for their parts shopping and repair help.  But if you 
visit your local marine store and ask for a bit of advice, you’ll tap 
into a vast array of resources to help you diagnose problems, 
identify and find parts, and you may even walk away with your 
part that same day!  Many of them will even price match if they 
can, so be sure to ask if you’ve found it cheaper online.  Marine 
store staff are there to help you get back out on the water and will 
work with you when they can.  

Marine stores stock a wide variety of parts to get you up and 
running right away.  They buy direct from manufacturers and 
through select distributors that also supply OEM boat builders.  
This allows marine stores to carry hard to find parts that are 
manufacturer specific as well as engine and generator parts for 
multiple manufacturers.  Not only do they stock more parts than 
you’d think, they also have access to parts manuals, training, and 
dealer resources to ensure that you get accurate information on 

your systems when you request parts and 
troubleshooting help. While chain stores may 
have a good supply of basic boating parts and 
accessories, it’s the stores at marinas, and 
especially those at marinas with large service 
yards, that will have the true nitty gritty parts 
that you’ll need for engine and generator 
repair, systems maintenance, and  cosmetic 
care.  In order to supply a service yard, a 
marina relies on a well-stocked store with 
well-informed staff to make sure operations 
go smoothly.  At each store you will find and 
least one person, and oftentimes several 
people, with in depth knowledge of marine 
systems.  Be sure to  ask for the parts person 
(please don’t ask for the parts “guy”, some of 
the best parts people around the Chesapeake 
are very capable women) and be sure to let 
them know what make the unit you are work-
ing on is.  For instance, at the store where I 
work, I am the Yanmar and Yamaha guru, but 
if you need Mercruiser or Kohler parts, it’s my 

coworker who holds that knowledge.  Be polite and respectful, 
and marine store staff can help you through every step of a repair 
from diagnoses, to trouble shooting, to ordering parts and even 
giving installation and usage advice.  Don’t underestimate the 
value of knowledge, these people do this for a living and their 
collected knowledge and experiences go far beyond any repair 
website or forum.  Think about it- that forum guru works on his 
boat only, and even if he does it well, that’s just one boat.  Marine 
store employees research and order parts for hundreds of boats 
a year.  If there is a common issue, they’ve seen it, fixed it, and 
can get you up and running quicker than anyone.  This is not 
to say that forums are a bad source of information; they can be 
especially helpful with tips and tricks for specific boat models and 
members with a lot of experience can help new owners get to 
know their boat.  Just be sure you’re getting information from the 
right sources.  And it never hurts to ask a marine store to double 
check your part numbers, even if you are reasonably sure that 
you know what you need.  And remember, the only way these 
marine stores stay in business is by getting your business, so fre-
quent them whenever possible and you’ll help to ensure that the 
store is always stocked and ready to help local boaters like you.

When shopping at a marine store there are some points of 
etiquette to adhere to.  Do not walk into a marine store and ask 
for “an impeller for a 1985 Catalina”.  That won’t cut it- even in 
one boat model there are several variations of engine, generator, 
systems, and parts.  The marine store mantra is “make, model, 
serial”.  Always, and I do mean always, have the make (manu-
facturer), model number, and serial number available for the unit 
you are working on.  Don’t guess, don’t read the label and try to 
remember it.  Write it down. Take a picture. Bring the part with 
you.  Not only is this information invaluable in getting you the right 

Marine Store Expertise vs. 
                           Anonymous Comments 
by James Bedell dell
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parts, some manufacturers actually require it to place 
an order so they can verify you are getting the right 
part.  This is where keeping a ships log really come in 
handy.  You should have every make model and serial 
recorded for every unit on your boat.  That will stream-
line the parts ordering process and show the marine 
store staff you are serious and dedicated to your boats 
upkeep.  After all, if you can’t be bothered to get a 
model number before requesting parts, they won’t 
feel the need to go out of their way to help.  Again, if 
possible, bring in the part or at the very least bring a 
picture.  Everyone has a high definition camera in their 
pocket these days.  Take multiple pictures so that staff 
can identify and accurately order you part.  It helps 
them work more efficiently and it gets you back on the 
water faster.  When you shop with authorized dealers 
and marine retailers, you can be sure you are getting 
exact fit OEM parts, whereas when you shop at online 
marine discount sites you could get aftermarket or 
knock-off parts that don’t carry the same warranties 
or meet the same standards as original equipment.  
Have a safe and fun summer out there, and when 
something breaks, please, stop into your local marine 
store and ask for some help.  I’d be willing to bet that 
you get the right parts, right away!

Remember, if you have any boating questions; feel 
free to get in touch at askaboutboats@gmail.com

Marine Store Expertise vs. Anonymous Comments
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What kind of Bay man or Bay woman are you? Any-
one can float a boat, fish a beach, or sail a current. 

Doing it right and with respect to others is another matter. 
Courtesy, skill, stewardship, and respect are also impor-
tant. We all want to enjoy the Bay, but the truth is that 
others feel the same 
way. With so many 
boats and only so 
much Bay, something 
must give way. 

Are you the Bay 
Man that hogs the 
boat ramp?   So many 
“want to be boaters,” 
barge right in instead 
of learning to go with 
the flow. One great 
thing about Bay men 
and women, are that 
they are a generous 
fleet of folks. Rookie 
boaters can feel free 
to ask questions or learn how to join the fleet. We all 
share the resource so it should be ok to learn that from 
the first launch. If you show the “Baby Boat Man” the 
proper way to launch, they will not be in your way next 
time.

Are you the Bay Man that leaves their trash behind or 
throws it overboard? I once fished the bay with a Bay 
Man called Dave. He loved fishing out of Crisfield for 
“tide runners”. We would hit the bay at the California Hole 
and hammer the big sea trout. At the end of one trip, he 
picked up the trash can full of beer bottles and trash and 
dumped it into the Bay. I yelled “What are you doing?” He 
looked at me as if I was crazy. “Why are you dumping the 

trash into the thing you love?” That was 
the last time I saw him do that. It was 
just the way he did things. No one ever 
said anything. Only take a picture and 
leave just a wake!

Are you the type of Bay Man that dis-
regards limits and rules?  Some fisher-
men consider a limit the amount of fish a 
man can carry. Years ago, a commercial 
rock fishermen, crew, and boat sank in 
a cold winter on the Bay. They were net-
ting rock out of season, in icy conditions, 
and had no respect for the rules. As the 
poachers hauled in their final fat and full 
net, the wet netting froze. The added 
weight pulled the stern into the Bay and 
the boat sank! Fish, crew, and craft! It 
was sad that the crew died along with a 
boat full of stripers. The local community 
was heartbroken over the loss of their 
“Bay Men” Their greed was their demise. 

Are the Bay Man that is safe and 
helpful to others on the water?  When 
another boater is in trouble, do you 

stop to help, or do you just give them the bird for being 
in the channel? On a fishing trip at the Bay bridge years 
ago, I remember fishing with a friend and his father. We 
bought our bait at the inner harbor fish market and went 
to Sandy Point. The boat was a 16-foot, at best, open 

boat with an old outboard. 
I would have wanted more 
boat at Loch Raven. The 
motor broke. We were in the 
middle of the Bay Bridge 
with no power. A friendly 
floater saw our dilemma and 
towed us back to the boat 
ramp. I was using a Mews-
haw Jig tipped with soft 
crab when the motor died. I 
had hooked a huge stripper 
and was fighting it as the 
motor failed. Another boater 
had to net and deliver the 
rock to us. Thank you to a 

good Boat Man!
Are you the Bay Man that teaches others how to be a 

proper Bay Man too?  The greatest fishermen, hunters, 
and boatmen are the ones that can teach others their 
craft. It’s easy to flip off and cuss at boaters that are 
adrift! At one point, we all were adrift. Nautical lessons 
must be taught. If you can’t find a Mentor, take the time 
to help others that are I need. You know who we mean. 
When the guy at the boat ramp must back up 39 times 
to put the trailer in the water. Maybe give some advice 
and help instead of giving attitude. Be patient and don’t 
yell. Remember what a Bull head Boatman that we all 
were once. You can also remember the kind Boatman 

Being a Bay Man	 By Montana Grant



that showed you the channel and path to boating 
success.

Boats are a HUGE expense but require training 
and education. Be smart and learn the ropes. Stay 
open minded and accept advice when launching for 
the first time. With so much time and money invest-
ed, why wouldn’t you want to be the Best Boat Man 
possible? Join a club that is stocked with potential 
nautical Boat Man Mentor. They will co-captain you 
to safe success.  Not bridging a connection to be a 
great Boat Man is just stupid. Getting cussed at while 
taking an hour to launch, cutting across a troller’s 
lines, running aground, breaking down, and having 
a bad boat day is all on you. If you get your feelings 
hurt, too bad. 

Be the Best Boater you can be!

                                                   Montana Grant

For more Montana Grant, find him cruising at 
www.monatagrantfishing.com.
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                           Montana Grant
As a retired Educator, Consultant, Naturalist, Guide, and Freelance Writer, 

Montana Grant spends much of his life sharing secrets, tips, and stories about 
the great outdoors. His roots are from Western Maryland’s Appalachian Moun-
tains but reach to Montana’s Great Rockies. Montana Grant is an award-winning 
educator in public schools and universities. As an outdoor writer, Scoutmaster, 
hunting and fishing guide, or just a friend that shares his love of the outdoors, 
Montana Grant is dedicated to teaching others how to appreciate, respect, and 
enjoy nature. His blog can be followed at www.montanagrantfishing.com.

Being a Bay Man





Thomas Scilopoti

Donna Bedell

Mike Kissinger
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Discover ways to protect your portfolio from stock 
market losses from Harford County’s fee-only 

planning firm. Call or visit our site for your free kit.

Worried About the Stock Market?

Locust 
 Point 

Locust Point Marina
145 River Road, Elkton, MD 21921    www.locustpointmarina.com

410-392-4994

* Park like setting w/ picnic tables and grills
* Service Department
* Seasonal Ramp Contracts w/ Storage
* Winter Storage and Shrink Wrap Available

MARINA

Providing quality service to the Sassafras River 
for over 50 years.  Bring your family and Lets Go Boating!
               Launching ramp open 24hrs.

Seasonal hours: M-F 8:30-4:30  Weekends 9:00-5:00

20 Duffy Creek Rd., Georgetown, MD

410-275-2141     duffy@duffycreekmarina.com

The Sheltered Harbor on the Sassafras
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DAVE’S
 TAG & TITLE

IRP Plates
All MVA Tag & Title Services

33 Years of Service

410-676-1206
1109 Clayton Road

Joppa, Maryland 21085

Hours
M-F 7:30am-5:30pm
Sat 8am-Noon

LOW
SERVICE

CHARGE!!!
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Boating should not only be fun, it should also be safe 
for the First Mate and crew. After all, this is a time 

for you and your family to escape from the hustle and 
bustle and spend some relaxing time on the Chesa-
peake with your family and friends.

You have probably taken a Power Squadron course 
to learn all the basics, attended seminars at boat 
shows and no doubt, you’ve picked up a lot of boating 
information from the internet and fellow boaters.  So, 
you are aware of all the safety requirements.

But, you may not have learned about the things you 
should NEVER, NEVER, NEVER do…..

A number of boaters have told us stories of danger-
ous practices that they have witnessed. “I have seen 
so many near accidents around my marina docks and 
boat ramp” Richard explained. Roberta told us “I lost 
a finger trying to hold the boat off the dock in a strong 
wind. My hand got caught and my finger was severed 
from my hand”. Several boaters had seen crew mem-
bers actually fall into the water—some suffered bruises 
and scrapes and a big scare, but others had more serious 
injuries and had to be hospitalized.

What follows, are a few of the boating activities that fall 
under the category of “Never, Never, Never Do”.

NEVER  step off until the boat is  
completely stopped

One example was observing a boater docking his boat, 
and while still moving, his crew jumped to the dock with the 
dock line. This may work some of the time, but it is a very dan-
gerous practice that could lead to serious injury. It only takes 
a second to trip or miss the dock or 
slide on wet dock boards and the 
resulting injuries could be extremely 
serious.

A total miss could result in a fall 
into the water between the moving 
boat and the dock—with disastrous 
results. The captain may not see 
where she has fallen in the water, 
and end up squashing her against 
the wall; she could hit her head and 
be unconscious in the water while 
the captain prepares to rescue. How 
can he dock and rescue at the same 
time? Bad weather further compli-
cates the situation.

You don’t get out of a moving car 
and you shouldn’t get out of a moving 
boat either.

NEVER turn off your motor(s) until tied 
to the dock	

When docking your boat in your slip or at a dock, never 
turn off your motor(s), until you have come to a full stop at the 
dock and at least some lines have been secured. Why?

As long as your motor(s) is running, you can still recover 
if something goes wrong. You have no control once you turn 
off the motor. You may need to adjust the position of the boat, 
because of wind or current, or you may have to compensate 
for a dock helper or crew member letting go of a crucial dock 
line. You may need your motor(s) to hold your boat in place in 
wind or current to give your crew time to tie your other lines.

NEVER Jump from the 
boat to the dock

When docking, you should always 
wait until the boat is alongside the dock 
and fully stopped, so that your First Mate 
or crew can step off safely onto the dock.

If it isn’t safe, First Mates should stay 
put and wait for the captain to abort and 
try again. If this takes two or three tries, 
then so be it. Be patient and safe. 

Avoid turning your docking into a 
rescue because your First Mate slipped 
into the water while trying to jump to the 
dock to tie your line.

by Doug & Brenda DawsonNever, Never, Never
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NEVER use a body part to fend off your 
boat

Never put your hands/arms or feet/legs between a moving 
boat and a dock/post or even another boat. As a friend of ours 
said, “You can lose a finger, hand, foot or leg, AND it happens 
soooo fast”.

In some cases, you may think it’s easy and you can hold 
the boat off from hitting something; so, you do it. But, it is a 
really bad habit to get into. Make it a practice to NEVER put a 
body part between the boat and an object it is about to hit.

Stay safe. Just don’t do it! The boat is repairable. Body 
parts are not replaceable. 

NEVER use both hands to do a job
What? Yes, that’s right.
When walking around a moving boat, tying lines, standing 

on the platform etc., always hold on with one hand for safety 
(or use a tether) so that you don’t fall or slip overboard. Be 
prepared in case the Captain suddenly accelerates or slows 
down. Learn to tie lines with the other hand. A passing boat 
could throw a wake causing you to lose your balance, but if 
you are holding on, your chances of falling are greatly reduced. 

Even when standing or walking inside a moving boat, hold 
on with one hand. Avoid falling down the companionway steps 
or losing your balance and falling when the boat hits a wave or 
the Captain changes direction suddenly.

How to Avoid these NEVER DO’s
These are only a few of the many dangerous practices that 

boaters have been seen doing and been injured; but should 
NEVER do.

For a high percentage of boaters, docking is the scariest 
part of boating and where many dangerous practices occur. 

Some boaters are too hesitant to go out for a day of enjoy-
ment on the water with their families, because they dread 
coming back to the dock. But, it doesn’t have to be that way. 
There is a better, safe way to dock.

You should be able to bring your boat into your slip or 
dock in all weather conditions without the need for yelling, 
swearing, jumping, boat hooks, bionics, dock helpers, 
guesswork or embarrassment.

If any of the above is part of your docking procedure, it’s 
probably time to improve your docking skills. Many Captains 
believe that practicing their old docking procedure will result 
in a different outcome. But, in reality, you usually need to 
change the procedure before practicing, to get a different 
and better outcome. 

Get the right lesson for your boat, then practice to be-
come safe and confident when docking your boat.

Dawson’s Boat Docking Lessons are all about safe, confi-
dent docking:

SAFETY for the crew,
CONFIDENCE for the captain and
FUN for families.                      –Doug & Brenda Dawson

About The Authors
Doug and Brenda Dawson have 

been in the boat business literally 
their whole adult lives. Brenda mar-
ried a man who is a 5th generation 
expert in the boating business. Ex-
pectations were high that she would 
become an expert boater and in her 
own right she did. Together they share decades of hands-on 
experience to help you shorten your learning curve and enjoy 
boating more. www.BoatingWithDawsons.com  www.Power-
BoatDocking.com 

• www.PowerBoatDocking.com 
• www.SailboatDocking.com 
• www.HouseboatDocking.com
• www.PontoonDocking.com

Things to Never Do on the Boat



by Karen Wynn

How do we get society to change their habits about 
trash and polluting?  Involve and educate our youth.  

Back River Restoration Committee believes strongly 
in the philosophy that if you teach our youth, they will 
improve our future.  One way of doing this is working 
with local schools, teachers and students of all ages to 
educate and involve them in stream cleanups. Anoth-
er way is to take 
on local College 
students, studying 
the Environment, 
and immerse them 
into situations where 
they may apply what 
they have learned in 
school and decide 
what direction they 
would like to go in 
the future. 

This year, BRRC 
was able to take on 
six College En-
vironmental Stu-
dents from varying 
levels to immerse 
themselves on the 
water and cleanup trash.  These students from CCBC, 
Goucher College, Towson University, University of Bal-
timore and UMBC jumped on the chance to spend their 
summer out on the waters of Back River, fighting mos-
quitos, poison ivy, snakes and be covered in mud and 
dirt all summer.  Who wouldn’t jump on an opportunity 
like that?  Oh, I left out the best part, they do receive a 
paycheck, (minimum wage), thanks to a generous donor 

so they will have funds 
to go back to school in 
the fall. 

As soon as these 
students heard about 
the opportunity, they 
leaped at the chance, 
no matter how strongly 
they were told it is a “down and dirty job.”  It is great to 
meet students so enthusiastic about a job, let alone one 
so dirty, but important. In 2018, student interns picked 
up 145,000 pounds of the over 1.2 million pounds of 
trash and debris prevented from flowing into the Ches-
apeake Bay by BRRC. They also retrieved hundreds of 
tires from Back River and the cut of the Upper Bay and 
retrieved a couple dozen abandoned boats. 

 This year’s students know they have big shoes to 
fill, although in the 7 days they have been here, they 
have already pulled 
in some big loads 
of trash and hooked 
onto a couple of 
abandoned boats.  
The summer crew 
has already marked 
about 150 storm 
drains to educate 
people that any-
thing that goes into 
these drains goes 
directly into our 
waterways.  A few 
helped at out 1st 
Annual River Fest 
Fundraiser held on 
June 2 at Conrad’s 

Getting Students Involved in Bay Clean-up
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Providing Uncompromising Quality and  
Craftsmanship for the Repair and Restoration of  

Antique and Classic Wooden Boats.

Come visit our 8400 square-foot shop located on the 
upper Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake Bay.

29723 Morgnee Road,  Millington, MD 21651

George Hazzard
Phone:  410-928-5500    Fax:  410-928-5501    Cell: 610-247-8053
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Ruth Villa and helped a neighboring community 
on a cleanup. One of the most challenging but 
rewarding things they may have done so far is 
spend the day with nearly 100 middle school 
students from Stemmers Run Middle.

Led by teacher, Jason Adams, BRRC teamed 
up for the second year with Stemmers Run Mid-
dle to have students out at Cox’s Point Park for 
a cleanup and learn about our waterways, native 
species and more.  The students teamed up and 
cleaned trash from the shoreline and under bush-
es to keep it out of Back River and the Chesa-
peake Bay. They were all eager to help clean up 
the park and work with the BRRC interns.  Stu-
dents cleaned up nearly 1,200 pounds of trash. 
The school also set up learning stations set up by 
the Science team to teach students about native 
species.  The field trip was made possible by 
a grant provided by the Chesapeake Bay Trust 
Environmental Education Grant Program.  BRRC 
and Stemmers Run Middle are hoping to have 
the students out again next year and possibly 
add more learning activities for the students. 

When we put our minds and resources togeth-
er, we do have the ability to create a better world. 

Student’s Bay Clean-up



on the Upper Bay  with Dave WilsonKayaking

Friday morning.  Jay, Chip, and I each drove to Cape 
Charles to leave two recovery vehicles for our return 

in the evening.  Upon our return to Bayford, I was loading 
my kayak when a pickup truck pulled in beside me and 
the driver began unloading buckets of oysters.  I asked 
him if that was his morning’s catch.  He replied, “No, these 
are the small ones we brought in yesterday.  I’m returning 
them to the beds.”  Bob heard us talking and came over 
to listen.  Before long the waterman was telling us about 
how oysters are cultured.  He told us how the sperm from 
the male oysters is used to fertilize the females, about how 
spat are grown and set out in beds, about how the oysters 
must be caged or else they wander off or are preyed upon 
by other organisms.  It was fascinating.  In his truck bed 
he had stacks of trays containing “spat”.  “What are spat,” I 
asked.  As oyster larvae grow, they must find a hard surface 
to attach themselves to.  The oystermen provide the larvae 
with bits of broken shell to ease the process.  A larval oyster, 
with attached shell, is called a spat.  They are small black 
spots on 1 roughly a ½-inch shell bit.  The trays holding the 
spat were made of a heavy black nylon mesh, folded and 
held closed with cable ties.  In essence, it’s a cage.  These 
young oysters would be laid out in beds and their GPS co-
ordinates recorded.  Over the next few years, their size will 
be checked periodically and recorded.  As they grow in size 
they will be transferred to larger and larger cages.  Although 
an oyster can live about 40 years, they are harvested after 
about three years and sold to restaurants and distributers 
along the east coast.  The cage, as it turns out, not only 
keeps the oyster from wandering out of the area, but also 
serves to protect them from predators.  Oysters are enjoyed 
by many other creatures besides man.

Chip was first on the water.  While he waited for us 
offshore, he struck up a conversation with another oyster-
man. Technically, an oysterman is a waterman who works 
oyster beds.  While an oysterman is also a waterman, the 
reverse is not necessarily true.  I overheard part of their 

conversation.  Oysters cultured by Bayford Oyster Company 
are not sold locally.  They are marketed under a variety of 
trade names.  In Baltimore, they are known as Shooting 
Point oysters, a moniker taken from the point at the mouth 
of the Nassawadox where several beds are located.  Before 
distribution, Shooting Point oysters are taken to another 
oyster farm on the seaside of the Delmarva Peninsula and 
their cages set in ocean water.  The fresh salt water purg-
es biological and viral contaminants.  Having said this, he 
quickly reassured us that most bay oysters do not contain 
enough bacteria to be harmful to a normal person.  On the 
other hand, immune-compromised people may be sus-
ceptible to some of these trace contaminants.  Thus, the 
additional purging is meant to ensure product safety. I was 
impressed with the steps taken to ensure that clean oysters 
end up on our dinner tables.  This is apparently the reason 
why we no longer observe the “months with an R” rule of 
thumb.  Seaside oysters are also saltier, and in my opinion, 
have a better taste.  We would run into other oystermen 
working the various beds of the southern bay several times 
on this paddle.  

We launched, and as on the previous day, the weather 
favored us.  Conditions were ideal.  The skies were cloudy 
with light winds out of the east.  Air temperature was in the 
mid 80’s.  As we paddled, we passed one beautiful beach 
after another.  They are plentiful in this section of the Bay.  A 
single pod of dolphin was spotted, but they were too far out 
to sea and disappeared quickly.

Savage Neck Dunes Natural Area Preserve lies two 
miles north of Cape Charles.  This is a 298-acre preserve 
purchased by grant to protect the tiger beetle; an endan-
gered species.   We encountered this little fellow previously 
along the banks of the Sassafras River.  Interestingly, the 
property is open to the public and people come to sun-
bathe on its pristine beaches.  The beach is bordered by 
20-ft dunes and stands of loblolly pine, eastern red cedar, 
and sassafras.  Upon landing, Bob and Mike struck out 

Bayford Landing to Cape Charles Beach
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to hike into the interior of the 
dunes.  Both were impressed 
by the complex trail system 
that exists here.  The trails are 
too expansive to explore in the 
limited amount of time we had 
available, so we all took photos 
and vowed to return another 
day when we could investigate 
without distraction. 

Approaching Cape Charles, 
we began encountering break-
ing waves on our beam.  Most 
of this section of the bay is 
bordered by a shallow water 
shelf that can extend a mile 
or more into the bay.  In some 
areas there is a deeper trench 
that runs between the shoreline 
and the outer shoal.  The winds 
had been from the east for most 
of the day, so waves set-up 
by the shoal had not been a 
problem for us.  Mike, Chip, 
and I were paddling outside this shoal and Bob and Jay were 
on the inside.  Chip thought the water looked deeper closer to 
shore and rode several waves through inches deep water into 
the inner trench as Mike and I watched.  We wondered if he 
would come back outside before Cape Charles.  However, it 
was actually Mike and I that would have to cross the shoal to 
gain access to the landing site on Cape Charles Beach.  As we 
approached Sandy Island, we cut in towards land and quickly 
ran aground.  At first, we tried to knuckle-walk our way across 
the shoal, which, judging by color change in the water, extend-
ed for quite a distance.  Frustrated, Mike got out of his kayak 
and in ankle deep water, he began pulling both of our kayaks.  
The awkward angle of the pull made this an exhausting effort.  
I urged Mike to drop my kayak.  He continued walking, pulling 
his kayak behind him, while I continued knuckle-walking.  After 
40 yards or so, we reached deeper water.  Approaching Sandy 
Island, Mike said, “I have a bad feeling about this course.”   

With that, we veered to the side to avoid more sunken obsta-
cles.   Seeing the others had already landed, we headed for 
the protected beach; glad to be out of the “suck”.

We recovered the dropped vehicles.  We had had a great 
day, but were happy to get back to the motel for a good clean-
ing up.  We had dinner reservations at The Great Machipongo 
Clam Shack.  Friday night’s entertainment was Celtic music, 
as played on the fiddle with banjo accompaniment.  It was an 
interesting combination.  Maybe it was the power of sugges-
tion, but I think everyone had oysters on their plate that night.  
As I ate mine, I asked myself, just how do the oystermen sex 
an oyster?  Turns out, it’s pretty easy.  All oysters begin life as 
a male.  Then, around 3 years old, 90 percent of the oysters 
are female.  They are hermaphroditic.  Thus, small oysters are 
male and larger, older oysters are female.

One more paddle to complete our Chesapeake Bay 
voyage. 

on the Upper BayKayaking continued

Follow along 
on this 

Spiritual 
Road Trip

Restored
Heart 

&Soul

R
estored H

eart &
S

oul

DAVE BIELECKI

D
A

V
E

 B
IE

L
E

C
K

I

Dave Bielecki is the publisher of a Mid-Atlantic classic car show magazine, Car Show & Cruise Guide. He is also a director for the Custom & Classic Car Educa-tional Foundation, a group of like-minded folks trying to preserve their hobby for a new generation of enthu-siasts.

Hank Johnson is a bitter man. After losing his wife, Anne, to a long illness, he loses his faith. He becomes a creature of routine, spend-ing his days visiting his wife’s gravesite and hanging out with the “baker’s dozen,” a group of guys who gather at the local diner for breakfast and car talk. When Hank receives news from his estranged daughter that he is about to become “Grandpa Hank”, his best friend, Joe, talks him into selling his house in Bakersfield and heading back east. “Babies have a way of making things right again,” advises Joe.
After Hank sets out on a cross-country odyssey in the old Dodge “hippie van” parked in his garage for years, he discovers that there’s more to trav-eling than following a double yellow line. Restored Heart & Soul is a heart-warming adventure of a broken old man in a broken old van, restored with God’s help and some unexpected kind hearts along the way. “There’s more to a car than metal and parts,” Hank realizes as he faces setbacks that would try any man’s patience. “It’s more about the people who drive them and the stories that happen in them that make them classics.”

ISBN 978-0-9977727-0-8

Dave Bielecki,  Author 

www.restoredheartandsoul.com 

Davebielecki@aol.com
410-937-6866



Of Flotsam and Jetsam and  
Dockline Heroes
So, a few nights ago I’m sitting 
in the galley doing what I do best:  
wasting my time surfing the web, 
when the boat starts rocking a 
little.  I had been aware that the 
wind had come up a little, but this 
was different.  I started hearing 
voices and a boat motor revving 
and falling off and going quiet 
and restarting and revving again.  
Okay, somebody’s having trouble 
coming in.

So I stick on my shoes and 
go topside.  It’s dark out, but sure 
enough, one of my slip mates is 
having trouble getting in.  He was 
coming back in late and had lost 
an engine and, on top of that, the 
wind had unexpectedly kicked up.  

Here’s the thing (which, of 
course, those of you with multi 
engine cruisers will know already), 
the rudders on most inboards are 
quite small, just intended to vector 
the thrust from the props. I can 
just about scull the boat with a 
massive sailboat rudder, but not 
on power boats.  At low speeds, 
they’re not terribly effective, and 
with one engine out and engine 
steering impossible, your ability 
to manouvre is more than limit-
ed.  It’s damn near nonexistent.  
A bunch of us in the marina had 
gathered on the dock to try to 
help them get in.  It took a cou-
ple of tries, fighting a broadside 
wind, to get them into line-fling-
ing range.  It was then that we 
discovered a problem.

The docklines on this stylish 
gofast were stylishly basic black.  
They looked wonderful against 
the blue and white hull in the 
daytime.  At night, they didn’t 
exist.  We missed the line being 
tossed again and again.  The 
only way we could tell when and 
where it was coming was by 
trying to judge the throwing ges-
ture of the guys on board.  Even 
flashlights didn’t help.

Finally the now soaking wet 
line quite literally swatted me in 
the face and I caught it.  Never 
did see the thing.  We got them in 
safely, but it started me thinking:  
We see a lot of questionable 
things here in the marina when 
folks tie up their boats.

The black or dark and speck-
led dock lines (not to mention the 
ones using camo rope, which, 
to me, is an error right up there 
with camo-pattern keys.  Why on 
earth would you do that?) are, 
of course, an obvious problem, 
but most of the difficulties we see 

stem from the fact that folks 
just aren’t thinking through how 
these things are to be used.  
It’s basic:  lines have to hold 
securely, but need to be able 
to be freed rapidly in case of 

an emergency.  Let’s say, for 
instance, that you’re boat is next 
to mine, and a fire breaks out on 
the dock.  We’ve got to get your 
boat out of there.  I go to untie it.  
Time is of the essence.

That mess above can take 
minutes you may not have to get 
free.  Similarly, folks trying to be 
really tidy can create an orderly 
pile of line that might take you a 
weekend to get unlaced, even if you 
can figure it out.

Another way to court disaster is to wrap things on the cleat 
along WITH the line.  Electrical cables, crab trap lines, fender 
lines, any number of things can get wildly in your way just in 
that moment when it’s raining cats and dogs, flashing lightning, 
screaming windy, and you’re trying desperately to get a line free 

or tightened.
So what should you do?  Think about it.  Secure the line on 

the cleat with a simple, secure figure eight wrap, then neatly put 
the excess line on the dock, but away from the cleat.  Keep the 
cleat clean of other lines, wires, and excess line.

Then I get to be a hero and leap from my boat and free yours, 
saving your beloved vessel from certain destruction.  No need to 
thank me.  Oh, sure I’ll take a beer.  All the day’s work of a live 
aboard.

Enjoy the summer.

	 Don and Gail Elwell
	 And first cat Magellan
	 Aboard the electric paddlewheeler Tesla’s Revenge.
	 www.thefloatingempire.com
	 lifeartwater.blogspot.com

Live Aboard by 
Don and Gail  
Elwell

See this stylish black dockline?  
You won’t after sundown.

Is this a dock line or macrame?

Yeah, it’s orderly.  It also 
will take you a weekend to 
unwrap.

I can think of a whole raft of 
reasons why this is a bad idea.

Keep it simple.
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Custom Marine Canvas
Repair           Replace          Restore

Established 
    1966
Covering the shore since “84”

112 N. Main St.
Galena, Maryland

410-648-5890
oatleystopshop@yahoo.com
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photo by Donna Bedell

Gallery open Sundays 1-4 and Wednesdays 1-7
More information at:
lifeartwater.blogspot.com
https://www.facebook.com/theartofgailelwell13/

Images:
DRAGON, hand made book with hand made paper. 6 x 4.75 
x 2.5”, 80 pages coptic stitch black satin cord binding.  All 
materials are 100% post consumer recycled, cover is papier 
mache with pigment. I do great ships journals as well! You can 
find more of my work at: http://www.facebook.com/theartof-
gailelwell13/ 
Embrace the Light, April 2018, collage on book board, 9 x 12”

Gail Elwell
“We all see with different eyes”
with Paul Mintz and Jim McDonald
Collage and Bookmaking

• Lirodendron Mansion  • 502 West Gordon St. 
   Bel Air, MD   21014
Opening June 30, Closes July 21st



Help Your Local Boating Community 
Be Safe and Clean 
With a BoatUS Foundation Grant
Grassroots Grants Applications  
Accepted Year-Round

 
ANNAPOLIS, Md., June 3, 2019 – Would 

you like to help boaters be safe and keep 
waters clean in your local area? Begun over 
25 years ago and one of the longest-run-
ning boating community grant programs, 
the BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety 
and Clean Water Grassroots Grant program 
provides local groups up to $10,000 to help 
educate boaters on safe and clean boating 
topics. A 365-day rolling grant application 
process allows applicants to apply at any 
time throughout the year, speeding the re-
view process and allowing flexibility in fund-
ing projects.

To get started, all a local group has to 
do is submit a short letter of intent explain-
ing its idea. If the idea is strong and meets 
Grassroots Grant program guidelines, the 

BoatUS Foundation will ask for a full pro-
posal. Past projects have ranged from pub-
lic service announcements on the effects 
of boating under the influence and install-
ing fishing line recycling bins to hands-on 
education about the effects of marine de-
bris and even a distinctive airborne blimp 
adorned with boating safety messages.

“Our goal is facilitate behavioral chang-
es in the boating community,” said BoatUS 
Foundation Director of Outreach Alanna 
Keating. “We are always looking for unique 
ideas that reach local boaters, either 
through technology or in other ways that can 
be measured in terms of success.”

Since 1989, the Foundation has awarded 
more than $1.3 million to organizations that 
have developed creative projects to promote 
safe and clean boating on their local water-
ways. For more information or to apply, go 
to BoatUS.org/Grants.

A Grassroots grant helped these youngsters understand marine debris in their own community.

Who Else Wants Money to Improve Boating?





42	 Upper Bay Boating

Boat Dog

Lou DiBiase’s Boston Terrier Chloe chilling in 
her favorite float on the Sassafras River. 



    730 Riverside Drive, Essex, Maryland 21221 
www.weaversmarine.net

Slip Prices-

up to 34 ft
$1,460

up to 60 ft
$1,925

The best amenities at the right price, 

where you will feel right at home!

Looking for a Marina to Call Home?

Weaver's Marine
* Floating Piers 
 
* Slips to accommodate 
up to 60' boats 
 
*Clean, Private bathroom / 
shower facilities-Secure & 
Safe 
 
* Upgraded, hi-speed wi-fi 
 
* Full Service gas pier with 
pump out services at pier 
or in slip, open daily 
 
* Professional, Certified 
Technicians and 38 ton lift 
for onsite repairs 
 
* Just 5 miles to the Bay 
on Scenic Back River with 
no speed limit 
 
* Only 1 light from 695 
 
* Picnic area with grill and 
tables 
 
* Adjacent 30 acre park 
with boat ramp 
 

* Restaurants close by land 
& water, Delivery Availability 
 
* RV Campsite with hook-ups 
 
* Fully stocked boat store 
with professional parts 
specialist & discount pricing 
 
* Live Aboards welcome 
 
* Home of Back River 
Restoration Committee and 
Riverside Yacht Club 
  
* BSA, Venturing Crew 726 & 
Sea Scout Ship 7117 on site 
for youth seeking outdoor 
activities 
 
* Safe, quiet environment - 
24 hour on site survelliance

Spotlight on Service Since 1945

410-686-4944

Expert Restoration, Installation & Service of the latest Marine Technology Including: 

Bow Thrusters 
RePower & Rewiring Experts

Discounts for Active First Responders and Active Military on Repairs

From $250/month
(for 2019)



Great location by land or sea –  
        Middle River on calm & 
                    protected Sue Creek

                                            410-687-2000   2015 Turkey Point Road Essex, MD  21221

          www.baltimoreboatingcenter.com Just 10 min. off 

I-95

YACHT BROKERAGE – WE TAKE TRADES & BUY BOATS

ALL YOUR BOATING NEEDS AT ONE PLACE

NEW!

5  Performance Boats from 38-46’ 26  Express Cruisers from 24’-44’

7  Center Consoles from 19’- 33’

10    Motor Yachts & Bridge Boats 

20  Fish & Cruise from 19’- 45’6  Bowriders

HI & DRI BOATEL
   Floating Docks
   Open 7 Days
   Free Slips Assigned
   Gathering Area Tiki Bar
   2 Fork Lifts Up To 8 Tons
   3 Travel  Lifts Up To 25 Tons

SPRING  
SPECIAL 20% 

OFF WHILE 
SPACES LAST

21’ Kencraft 2019 
$60,995 

Fully Loaded ! 
Call Now !

Just a sample of our nice selection of boats - GO TO OUR WEBSITE NOW!
www.baltimoreboatingcenter.com       410-687-2000


