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www.RiversideMarine.com  • sales@RiversideBoats.com

600 Riverside Drive
Essex, MD 21221

410-686-1500 / 800-448-6872

DEMO TEST-RIDE Boats Have Hit the Docks! 
Check out our “Demo Dock’ Page at www.RIVERSIDEBOATS.com for  

Available Boat Models to Test-Ride – No Appointment Necessary!

DECK BOATS

SPORT BOATS  21’-33’ CROSS SPORT 21’ - 29’

285SS NEW MODEL! E23 XS

264 CR215SS

ELEMENT VR4 - VR5 - VR6

Unbelievable Attention to Detail

Starts at $44,995   loaded with standard features BOWRIDERS 21’ - 33’ CRUISERS 26’ - 35’

ELEMENT FISH 
16’-18’-21’

Heritage  21’ - 25’

Island Reef  17’ - 19’

OPEN 21’ - 31’

Deeper Forward Entry For Softer / Dryer Ride

 Exceptionally Stable M-Hull   
ELEMENT Deck Boats and Center Consoles

16’-18’-21’ 190 - 210

E21 XS

I/O or OB
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Business Owners -
Why not join our new advertisers  

and promote your message in

Upper Bay Boating?   
If your customer base lives or boats on the upper bay, 

you should take a look at the Upper Bay Boating for your 
advertising needs.  Our magazine and website offer the only  

targeted editorial based marketing opportunity for this region.  
Try us today!    dave@upperbayboating.com    410-937-6866
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Safety on the water has always been the first 
thing boater should be thinking about, but some-

times it takes a back burner to the lore of the sea. 
We recently lost a kayaker whom went out in gale 
force winds, and without a life vest. It’s one thing to 
get in trouble out on the bay after spending hours 
soaking up 
the sun, then 
running into a 
severe thunder 
storm later in 
the day. Hap-
pens to all of 
us eventually, 
but if you are 
prepared, you 
live through it. 

In this edi-
tion of Upper 
Bay Boating, 
we have a special section let-
ting you know what to expect 
on June 2cd at the Marvin Haw 
Safety Day. We also have some 
columns on boat safety in the 
issue. When we came out four 
years ago, one of our goals was 
to promote safe boat operation, 
and we have accomplished that. I 
even had a reader tell me I spend 
too much time preaching safety, and not enough on 
just plain fun out on the water. I kind of think they go 
hand in hand. If you screw up on land, chances are 
you will live to tell about it, but it’s another story out 
on the bay.

Boating Safety 
Classes are available 
by many organiza-
tions, the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary offers Safety 
Checks, and most ex-
perienced boaters are 
willing to help others 
make sure you are 
doing everything right. 
So you should have no 
excuse to do it right. 
We offer class listings 
for free to anyone that 
provides them, so 
check out them out and sign up today. So enough 
preaching about safety;  go ahead and get your 
boat ready, and have a safe and happy time out on 
the Upper Bay. 

Just a reminder, we welcome your 
photos and stories of you good time out 
on the water, we can’t do this without 
you so please send them in to: dave@
upperbayboating.com. Also please 
remember I couldn’t print this magazine 
without the support of the loyal adver-
tisers. SO- if you need anything for the 
boat, looking for a new place to keep 
the boat, or perhaps looking for a new 
boat, please check out the ads in this 

magazine, contact a few advertisers, and tell them 
you saw it in Upper Bay Boating.

 Have a Safe & Happy Summer,   Dave

Welcome
Dave Bielecki, Publisher

“The sea is the same  
as it has been since  

before men ever went  
on it in boats.”

 - Ernest Hemingway
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Protest Bad Boating Behavior 
By Wendy Gilbert-  Features Editor

 
Protect your right to boating safely

Now that the 2018 boating season is finally upon us, 
I am overjoyed to see more boat traffic on the upper 

Chesapeake Bay.
Those hardy souls in their little green bass boats have 

been joined by their more colorful and boisterous cousins. 
Perhaps a bit behind schedule, but despite Old Man Win-
ter’s persistence, nothing can trump May. 

Perhaps because of my boosted mood, I am going to 
avoid all the classic column subjects for this time of year. 
You know what they are.  My cronies and I ramble on and 
on about what a long and difficult winter we had, we write 
line and lines about how eager we are to get out on the 
water, and don’t forget the prolific paragraphs urging every-
one to have a fun and safe season.

Writers will wax on about burning their socks, cleaning 
their gear and tap out endless how to articles instructing 
boaters on spring commissioning. 

I have written all of those several times and if I do say 
so myself, I’ve done a good job. I agree that this winter 
was long and windy, I am excited for my first outing and 
Lord, I really do want everyone to have fun and be safe.

Really safe.
As in staying alive.  
Maryland has a terrible history of boating deaths.  

Dozens die here every single year. Season after season, 
boaters are killed and injured by incredibly preventable 
causes. 

Haven’t we had 
enough?

Why don’t we stage 
our own protests and 
march on down to the 
boat ramps and urge 
our fellow boaters to:

Stop speeding.
Stop drinking like 

idiots.
Pay attention to the 

weather conditions and 
alerts.

I don’t know about 
you, but I’ve been 
watching the news this 
winter and I am em-
boldened by students 
who want to curb gun violence and teachers who demand 
better conditions.

Drunk boaters behind the wheel of a speeding boat 
in rough chop could be considered just as dangerous to 
the rest of us as any criminal madly firing an automatic 
weapon.

At the risk of “preaching to the choir” I urge all of you 
to stop being so darned polite and stop minding your own 
business.

If you see someone acting the fool this season, say 
something. Do something.

Make the call. Report dangerous boating practices.
We’ll all be better for it and perhaps a few of us will be 

here for next season thanks to you.

Wendy Gilbert
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100 BOURBON STREET    •    HAVRE de GRACE, MD    •    1-800-960-TIDE
           www.TidewaterMarina.com

Fresh Water Deep Slips

Comprehensive 
Service

Marine Supplies & Accessories

Hi & Dri Boatel

Voted Best  
of the Bay  
in EIGHT categories  
including: 

 • Best Resort Marina 
• Best Boat Yard  &  
• Best Fuel Dock!

Havre  de  Grace  was   
voted  Best of the Bay   
in  FIVE  additional categories!

Full  Service  Marina In Historic   
           HAVRE de GRACE
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Take Your Safe Boating 
Class Now
By Wendy Gilbert – Features Editor

When I took my USCG safe boating course 
at the local community college many 

years ago, I learned a lot more than I expect-
ed.  Not that I thought I knew it all, but I did 
have a habit of letting the captain sweat the 
small (and the big stuff).  On the first day of 
class, I realized that I had been a pretty terrible 
first mate.  One the second day of class, I real-
ized that I had been a pretty terrible passenger 
as well.

By the time I attended all the classes and 
turned my sleek booklet into a dog-eared 
mess, it was time for the final.

We all sat quietly at our desks, number 2 pencils freshly 
sharpened in hand and waited for the signal to begin.  As is my 
nature, I sought my safe place in the middle.  When about half 
the class had turned in their test papers, I hastily finished mine 
and handed it in.

The instructor quickly graded it and discovered 3 errors. 
I was a bit chagrined, as I could see on his ledger that most 
everyone else had a perfect score.  As he handed it back to me, 
he frowned and said, “I know who your boss is.”

If only there had been online safe boating classes back then!  
If only I hadn’t been so hasty. Boating is no place for “if onlies”.

I did score high enough to easily achieve the 80 percent 
required and I still have my little Maryland Safe Boating card to 
prove it.  Not that the current boss needs to know…

Here’s how to get your own Maryland Safe Boating Certifi-
cate:

I. Classroom
The Maryland Basic Boating Course is taught by trained 

instructors and must be a minimum of 8 hours in length. 
Instructors may use visual aids, movies, projected images, 
and other methods to provide information to class members. 
All students are encouraged to ask question as the class 
moves along. Students must attend all classroom sessions 
and achieve a score of 80% on the final exam to pass. Some 
agencies require that youngsters under a certain age attend 
with a participating adult. Most of the classroom classes will 
require registration. Please call the numbers listed with the 
courses for the specific information.

II. On-Line
Maryland Basic Boating Online Course.

The Maryland Basic Boating Course is available on-line. 
However, there is no opportunity to ask questions since there 
is no instructor. Study at home, on your own schedule, and 
at your own pace. When you pass the on-line exam from one 
of the providers listed below, you will be instructed as to how 
you will receive your valid boating safety certificate. Please 

make sure that the initials N.A.S.B.L.A. are printed on your 
final certificate. The State will be able to verify that you com-
pleted a valid boating safety course. However, replacement 
certificates can only be issued by the provider of the course. 

Three online course options: 
• www.boat-ed.com/maryland - by Boat Ed  
1-800-830-2268
• www.boaterexam.com/usa/maryland - by Boater 
Exam 1-866-764-2628
• www.boatus.org/maryland/ - By Boat US Foun-
dation 1-800-245-2628

III. Maryland Boating Equivalency Exam
The Safety Education Section suggests that boaters 

attend a Maryland Basic Boating Class (remember, the law 
specifies that anyone born on or after July 1, 1972, must 
have a Certificate of Boating Safety Education to operate a 
mechanically propelled vessel on Maryland waters). Howev-
er, due to certain circumstances, some people are unable to 
attend all sessions of the eight-hour course. To facilitate the 
availability of the course, the Maryland Natural Resources 
Police Safety Education Section has created the Maryland 
Basic Boating Equivalency Examination. Boaters who are 
unable to attend the class, and need a Certificate of Boating 
Safety Education, may obtain a copy of the Boat Maryland 
textbook, the textbook used in all boating safety classes, at 
one of the locations listed below. After studying the mate-
rial contained in the textbook, contact one of the test sites 
marked with an asterisk, to schedule a date and time to take 
the exam. The exam consists of 65 multiple-choice questions 
designed to measure comprehension regarding information 
contained in the textbook. A score of 80 percent is required 
to pass the examination. Failure to pass the examination 
after two attempts will require a student to attend a class-
room course in order obtain the Certificate of Boating Safety 
Education.

photo by Patty Haw
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The tournament scene is 
changing in 2018 with the 

introduction of Captain Joe 
Thorpe’s new fishing organi-
zation, the Chesapeake Bay 
Sportfishing Association.  Joe 
was inspired to start CBSFA 
not only as a new tournament 
series, but also as another 
way to get Maryland anglers 
united in fishing. Joe grew up 
in Baltimore County on Back 
River and is an avid fisher-
man, former commercial crab-
ber and an active member of 
numerous local fishing clubs. 
Joe is an IT Specialist by trade 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Notre Dame in 
Radiological Sciences. Not 
only is he educated, Joe is a 
very nice guy too. He already 
has approval dates for his 
new tournament series and 
promises to conduct the fish-
ing contests in an honest and 
professional manner. In fact, 
Joe will post the tournament 
entries online so everyone 
can see the number of boats 
and who is registered for the 
contests. Also, the payouts will 
be posted online because Joe 
understands that transparency 
in tournaments is needed now 
more than ever. 

Three tournaments are 
scheduled for 2018, one in the 
spring, one summer and one fall tournament. Saturday, May 
5th and Sunday, May 6th starts the new Chesapeake Bay 
Spring Sportfishing Tournament. It is for amateurs only. Then 
Joe has August 25th (Rain date August 26th) as the CBSFA 
Summer Rockfish Tournament and November 10th and 
11th (Rain date Nov 24th, 25th) for the CBSFA Fall Rockfish 
Tournament. The tournaments are a means to raise funds 
to support the organization, but they are also a way to have 
some fun competition. The tournaments will include Catch and 
Release categories as well as Catch and Consume.  

    Joe also wants to have 
a tournament focused on 
children and families since 
the future of fishing is in the 
hands of the next generation. 
But the main idea according 
to Joe is to have another 
voice in Annapolis to advo-
cate for our fishing rights. Like 
many Marylanders, Joe loves 
the bay and wants to see 
the water quality and good 
fishing opportunities continue 
to improve. He would be 
thrilled to see like-minded 
folks band together to restore 
and improve our waterways 
by partnering with the Back 
River Restoration Committee 
and the Coastal Conservation 
Association of Maryland. 

Joe has an evolving 
business plan and is open to 
ideas. He is volunteering his 
time to get this new venture 
off the ground. The plan is to 
take any profits made during 
the first year and apply those 
funds toward advertising and 
hiring an administrative assis-
tant. Joe intends to transition 
CBSFA into a non-profit or-
ganization. Joe sees CBSFA 
growing into a successful and 
enjoyable tournament series 
which demonstrates honesty 

and integrity. He and his wife 
are committed to building this 

new organization and have put start-up money on the line. 
The couple looks forward to fine-tuning the organization and 
getting through the first year of running tournaments so peo-
ple can see they are in this for the long haul. Joe’s goal is to 
make the Chesapeake Bay Sportfishing Association a proud 
and vital organization.  

Joe is looking to assemble a Board of Directors so if 
you’re interested, or if you have any questions at all, please 
contact him at JTHORPE@CBSFA.CLUB or 410-868-5488. 
See the new website www.cbsfa.club

New Fishing Organization Springs Into 2018
by Tim Campbell

Captain Joe Thorpe with a 47 inch striped bass.
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May 19-20, 2018 

Featuring Bennington Pontoon & Bluewater Sportfishing Boats 

Landing Marina -
Where life on the Chesapeake begins 

1000 Rowland Drive, Port Deposit, MD 21904 
(GPS: 68 South Main Street) 

410.378.3343 tomeslandingmarina.com 

• • 

2013 SUNCATCHER 22C  YAMAHA 90HP  ONLY 35 HRS.                  $28,900
2015 HURRICANE 226 FUNDECK  150 YAMAHA                                $38,500
2002 CROWNLINE 230 CCR  5.7 MERC  GPS HEAD                          $19,900
2002 CROWNLINE 230CCR VOLVO 5.7 320 HP.                                 $19,900
2014 CROWNLINE 23’ E2 MERC 5.0 DUAL PROP    $39,900
2000 CROWNLINE 242 CR W/MERC 5.7      $16,500
2007 CROWNLINE 240 BR W/ VOLVO 5.0 GXI - 268 HRS      $34,900
2013 BENNINGTON 24 SSRX  115 MERCURY 62 HRS.        $ 26,900
2002 CROWNLINE 230 CUDDY Volvo 5.7 GXI w/ TRLR.       $23,900
2009 SEA RAY 250 SUNDANCER W/MERC. 350 MAG - 101 HRS.        $55,900

2005 CROWNLINE 275 CCR, Mercruiser 496 MPI – BIII         $34,900
2012 REGAL 28 EXPRESS 3000HP DP VOLVO  AC/HEAT        $89,900
1999 SEA RAY - 290 SUNDANCER with 5.7 Mercruiser  615 Hrs.      $28,900
2000 SEA RAY 290 SUNDANCER T/5.7 GEN AC W/275 HRS,        $35,900
2003 CROWNLINE 290 CR GEN AC LOW HRS         $35,900
1999 COBALT 293 CUDDY   T/ 5.7  VOLVO WELL EQUIP.        $32,900
1992 SEA RAY 300 SUNDANCER  T/5.7 GEN AC LOW HRS.         $20,900
2008 CROWNLINE 300 LS -496 MERC. RAZOR SPORT PKG       $65,900
1997 FORMULA 382 FASTECH 500 HP ENGINES LOADED         $74,900
2000 WELLCRAFT SCARAB 43 W/ FRESH TRIPLE MERC 500 EFIS       $94,900

Pre-Owned Specials
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By Tim Sherman 

Striped bass enthusiasts take many different 
approaches and covet different techniques and 

times of year to fish. Already we’ve had the op-
portunities in the catch and release season on the 
Susquehanna Flats and during the trophy season in 
the main stem of the bay. Still there is one early sea-
son that is forgotten about for all but those loyal to it. 

     In mid-May the Susquehanna River and 
Flats open to a mini-season of sorts. From May 16 
to May 31 anglers fishing there are allowed to keep 
one striper in the 20-inch to 26-inch range. One 
fisherman who has not forgotten the short season 
is retired bass and light tackle guide Jerry Sersen. 
He says it’s a great time to kickstart the year’s light 
tackle adventures.

     Some anglers may feel that it is not worth 
their while to go fishing when they are allowed to keep only one 
fish. And sometimes they have trouble catching stripers in the 
legal-size range. Jerry says that this isn’t a bad problem to have. 
The stripers that have to be released are typically over 26 inches. 
So, yes, a day on the water catching and releasing quality stripers 
to keep one that fills the slot is well worth it.

    Jerry works the lower end of the flats where he has a milk 
run of sorts. He says the key is to move along until you find the 
fish. When you do find them, the school will keep you busy. All 
of his spots have some sort of structural change, mainly ditches 
that are close to a shallow flat. He is a firm believer that tide and 
current determine whether fish will be shallow or deep, keeping 
in mind that shallow means 3 feet and deep means 5 to 8 feet.  
Higher tides allow stripers to roam flats and corral baitfish. Lower 
tides force them into the adjacent deeper water where they wait 
for the baitfish to wash by. 

     Sersen has several places on both the north and south end 
of the flats where he targets mid-May rockfish. His first destination 
is the area known as the shad ditches. It’s a well-known spot 
along the old Fishing Battery. From there he will run a bit farther 
south to check shoreline points with deep water troughs. Some 
of these troughs are a slightly deeper than the shad ditches, yet 
stripers will congregate in them.

     On the Cecil County side of the flats, Jerry will work the 
north channel from Carpenter Point to all the way to Perryville. He 
has spots marked with his onboard electronics, but says the Flats 
can change from year to year. If he catches rockfish in an area 
that he hasn’t marked on his GPS, you can bet he’ll make a new 
waypoint. 

   
   Jerry says you don’t need to load the boat down with a ton of 
lures. He relies on a small assortment to bring stripers to the boat. 
He likes to start out with a 5-inch jerkbait. The erratic action of 
the hardbody bait will test the aggressiveness of stripers in the 
area. Next, he’ll cast a Zman StreakZ soft jerkbait impaled on a 
3/8-ounce jig head. He feels that even though he is only fishing 
to depths of 8 feet, this weight allows him to maintain contact 
with the bottom as he works the soft bait swiftly. For a little added 
action, Jerry may use Zman’s Diesel Minnow paddle tail on the 
same size jig head.

     Sersen will have another rod on standby. It’s the one 
reserved for when stripers are chasing bait on the surface. When 
the frenzy erupts, Jerry casts a Smack It Jr. popping plug to 
the melee. The topwater action is another draw to the forgotten 
season.

     Knowing where to fish and what to use is only parts of the 
equation. Jerry stresses that a stealth approach is a must. Shal-
low water stripers are easily spooked. He suggests shutting down 
your motor well away from your spot. Use your trolling motor as 
little as possible. In fact, drifting with the wind or current is a better 
ploy. Jerry says that we are all guilty from time to time of using the 
“bent rod” pattern. If you plan to join in on someone else’s spot, 
be courteous and use these same stealthy tactics. Otherwise, 
you’ve ruined the spot for all who are there catching. 

      Indeed, there are light tackle opportunities to be had for 
stripers before the main season starts on June 1. If you take the 
opportunity to fish the Flats during this abbreviated May season, it 
will be forgotten no longer.

Forgotten 
Striper 
Season

Jerry and Kurt
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Slips available- beautiful setting with great amenities. 
Just minutes from the bay- no speed limits!

Discover ways to protect your portfolio from stock 
market losses from Harford County’s fee-only 

planning firm. Call or visit our site for your free kit.

Worried About the Stock Market?



Boating and Recreational 
Classes at (CCBC)  The Commu-
nity College of Baltimore County Md. 
Boating courses at our Essex campus 
held on 2 Wednesday evenings, 
& Boating courses at our Hunt Valley 
campus held on 2 Thurs evenings,   
For schedule call 443-840-1237 or 
email boating at ccbcmd.edu
 
Bowleys Quarters VFC Safe 
Boaters Courses  900 Bowleys 
Quarters Rd. Middle river, Md. 21220 
Cost is $35.00  Call 410-800-8420 to 
register  May 8 & 10; 26 & 27
 
Havre de Grace Decoy & 
Wildlife Art Festival  May 4-6 
Havre de Grace Decoy Museum, 215 
Giles St Havre de Grace, MD 21078  
410-939-3739

35th Annual MSSA Spring 
Fishing Tournament May 4-6 
www.mssa.net 

Ride & Drive Event at 
Tradewinds Marina May 5   412 
Armstrong Rd. Balto., Md 21220  410-
335-7000
 

US Coast Guard Auxiliary Safe 
Boating Course May 5&6 at 
the Havre de Grace Maritime Museum     
443-504-3880
 
Rock Hall Marine Restoration 
& Heritage Center Open House 
May 5  11-4 at the  Clam House at 
21083 Chesapeake Ave. in Rock Hall 
Md.  410-639-9106
 
Joppatowne Marina Customer 
Appreciation Day May 18  510 
Riviera Dr. Joppa, Maryland, 21085           
(443)  981-2469
 
Music On The Nanticoke Free 
Summer Concert Series  
May 19  4-7pm 443-239-0813
 
Boat Show & Demo Rides  
May 19&20 Tomes Landing Marina 
1000 Rowland Dr. Port Deposit, Md. 
21904  410-378-3343
 

Coast Guard Safety Check  
May 20  510 Riviera Dr. Joppa, Mary-
land, 21085   (443)  981-2469
 
The Great Oak Landing Yacht 
Club Boating Flea Market   
May 20 at 9 am.  Contact Roy Bant 
at rbant@Comcast.net or 215-740-
5066.
 
Nautical Flea Market  May 26 
8-4 - at Rock Hall Yacht Club  22759 
McKinleyville Rd 410-639-2182
 
Gerd Rube Tailgate Party 
June 1 at Joppatowne Marina  510 
Riviera Dr. Joppa, Maryland, 21085           
(443)  981-2469
 
SGT. Marvin T Haw IV Boating 
Safety Day June 2 from 11-4 
Wilson Pt. Park  950 Beech Dr, Middle 
River, Maryland 21220  See special 
section in our this  issue

Upper  Bay  Boating  Events   and  Waterfront  Activities

Space is provided free of 
charge to Advertisers, Clubs, 
Boat Courses, Fishing 
Tournaments, Waterfront 
Museums, and any Non-Prof-
it Organizations. If you hold 
an event on the upper bay 
waterfront, or have any boat 
related activity, please send 
us the information. Events 
will be updated on our web-
site each month. Visit www.
upperbayboating.com  or 
email davebielecki@aol.com

Visit  
www.upperbayboating.com   

or email davebielecki@aol.com

See our website  
www.upperbayboating.com

for list of boating activities at the 
      Anita Leight Center

14 Upper Bay Boating

The Upper Bay Boat Show will not be held this year due to low inventories 
of the local dealers. Sales are great this spring! If you are shopping for a new 
boat, please stop in to Anchor Boats Large Indoor Show Room where they have 
a boat show every day!  448 N. Mauldin Ave. North East, Md. 410-287-8280
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140 VISTA MARINA ROAD | CHESAPEAKE CITY, MD 21915 | 410.885.2056
Visit us online at byy.com/chesapeakecity

FOLLOW US HERE S H M A R I N A S . C O M

NOW OFFERING
BOAT LIFT SLIPS!

CALL US TODAY
TO GET YOURS!

KEEP YOUR BOAT CLEAN & ENJOY ACCESS TO 
BOHEMIA RIVER ALL SEASON LONG!

8,000 LB, 12,500 LB, 
& 15,000 LB SIZES

REMOTE AUTO-STOP
FOR SAFETY & EASE



By Captain Mark Galasso
Tuna the Tide Charter Service
Grasonville, Maryland

Part of every boat-
er’s spring com-

missioning should be 
a vessel safety check. 
In my case I usually 
get the local Sail and 
Power Squadron 
or the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary to perform 
the check. It doesn’t 
cost anything and it’s 
always nice to have 
another set of trained 
eyes looking over my 
vessels prior to the 
spring boating season. 
Since they have no 
enforcement powers it boils down to great people volunteer-
ing their time to help boaters be safe. Take advantage of 
them.
     I always save my prior safety checks so before I call to 
have the check done I go through my last two inspections 
to see what might be a potential hang up. So here is what I 
usually run into.
     Know where your paperwork is. It should all be in one 
place with easy access. Registration, licenses past inspec-
tions and documentation papers if your vessel is docu-
mented. You should also have a written plan of action for 
emergencies. I keep one laminated in plain view of my crew 
and passengers.
     Dewatering devices are another potential hang up. All 
vessels are required to have a way of removing water from 
the boat. In some cases, it may just be a bucket. If your 
vessel has bilge pumps make sure they operate correctly. 
Most bilge pumps are on float switches directly wired to the 
batteries. The floats can stick over the winter due to freezing 
bilge water and burn out the pumps.
     Lighting is something else that can go bad over the 
winter. Bulb contacts can corrode or wiring may give up the 
ghost. All vessels that are required to have Navigation and 
Anchor lights must have them in good working order. If you 
have a small vessel that has a portable set of Navigation 
lights change the batteries.
     Life Jackets need to be checked. They must be in good 
working order with usable straps, not frayed or missing 
straps. Remember vests and other floatation devices are ac-
ceptable but must be worn at all times when boating. Boats 

are also required to have a throw able floatation device. But 
it must be accompanied by a way to attach it to the vessel. 
I keep a coil of line with a large closable hook close to my 
throw ring.

     Fire extinguishers 
must have the gauge 
in the green. They all 
have a round gauge 
that displays whether 
they are good. Needle 
in red get rid of it and 
replace it. Boats are 
also required to have 
signaling devices. Both 
visual and sound. Visual 
devices like flares have 
an expiration date 
on them. They must 
be current. I save my 
old flares but have a 
kit with all my current 

visual signals handy. I don’t have to sift through bags of old 
flares to find the most recent ones. For sound signals I keep 
whistles, small hand horns and my main horn close at hand. 
My 20-year-old main horn is starting to sound like a dying 
Bullfrog so I have backups handy just in case.
     If your vessel has inboard gas engines you MUST have 
a blower that works to clear gas fumes out of the bilge. This 
might be one of the most important safety features on this 
type of vessel. Check the connections and wiring. Most fires 
and explosions on gas boats are caused by faulty wiring in 
the bilge.
     If your vessel passes the safety check you receive a 
decal. Display it prominently on your boat. It may keep you 
from getting inspected by the Coast Guard or the Depart-
ment of Natural Recourses. And though that sounds a little 
self-serving it is really a good thing for boating in general. 
The Coast Guard and DNR have plenty of other vessels to 
inspect as well as other duties. By not having to spend time 
on board your vessel they might be able to help another 
operator assure their vessel is prepared for any emergency. 
Believe me there are plenty of people that put the boat in 
the water and never give it a second thought. Unfortunately, 
they usually don’t realize there is a problem until it REALLY 
is a problem.
     Have a great 2018 boating season. Let’s all get off on the 
right foot.
  

  Tuna the Tide Charter Service
  Grasonville, MD
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• Gas, diesel, pumpout
•  Pool  • Nettle-free beach 
 • 50 channel cable TV • Ship’s store
    • Slipholder fuel discounts
     • New 50T lift • Full service and parts
         • Mechanics on duty 6 days
            • A/C heads & laundry • Picnic peninsula
               • Water taxi service to moorings

     Why rent a slip when you can buy?
    Contact us about slip ownership opportunities

      410-885-2601
     1026 Town Point Road • Chesapeake City, MD 21915 
       www.bbyh.com  e-mail ken@bbyh.com

Just 1 Mile
from the ICW

Look for our lighthouse
at the entrance Full service marina with

covered and open slips
available now.



Fuel costs are directly related to how much your boat is used and 
how fast you drive it—the same as any vehicle. But, now that 

fuel prices are skyrocketing, it has a direct impact on our boating 
pleasure.
Brenda and I have come up with 10 ways to save money on fuel 
this boating season, so that you can maximize your boating pleas-
ure while minimizing your fuel costs. It is amazing what you can 
come up with when you set your mind to it.

1.Put your boat on a diet! Shed those extra pounds from the 
bilge and lockers. Empty out all those extra items that you really 
don’t need aboard; for example, extra oil, extra spare parts, tools, 
ropes, canned goods, cruise books—keep just the essentials. 
Look at each locker, cupboard, drawer, box and storage space. 
What don’t you need and what do you really need aboard? Take 
it home or put it in your dock box. You can always take them on 
long trips that you really need them for. Not dragging around all 
this extra weight will save you fuel dollars. Run on the bottom half 
of the fuel tanks, rather than burning extra fuel to haul around full 
tanks. You will have to visit the fuel dock more often, but it will save 
you money. Water weighs over 8 pounds per gallon, so don’t drag 
around the weight of an extra body on board in your water tanks, 
if you don’t have to. Empty your holding tank often to reduce the 
weight carried aboard.

2.Tips When Fueling – Fuel storage tanks are underground 
and the colder the ground, the more dense the fuel, so fill up early 
in the day when the ground is still cold. When the fuel warms up, it 
expands and, as a result, a gallon isn’t really a gallon.
Pump on low mode to reduce the vapors while pumping. 
Gas tanks on cars are not vented (closed unit) so do not experi-
ence any measure of evaporation of gas. Boats, on the other hand, 
because they are vented, do have some measure of evaporation 
of gas.

3.Tune up the Motor(s) Like vehicles, boat engines that are 
well tuned and regularly serviced, are more fuel efficient than those 
that aren’t, so be sure to tune up your motor(s) and service them 
regularly including oil and filter changes once a season. Reduced 
friction saves fuel. It will also help the environment.

4.Prop Right. Make sure you are propped correctly and that 
the prop(s) has no dings or gouges. Use a computer prop sizing 
service to ensure that you have the right diameter, pitch, blade 
area, and prop configuration. You could save up to 1 gallon in 
every 10 gallons of fuel.

5.Reduce Speed or at least drive at a speed of less than 1800 
rpm. For the typical boater who is using the boat for short weekend 
cruises from the marina to nearby pre-selected destinations, this is 
the best way to save money on fuel so that the hull is displacing, 
rather than pushing it up on to plane. If it is a relatively short jaunt 
of a few miles, and it takes twice or three times as long, so what. 
Enjoy the view and save.
Decreasing speed in a displacement hull by only 10% could save 
you 20% in fuel costs. Cutting speed by 1 or 2 knots can cut 
consumption 30 to 50%.
A planing hull on plane, has the greatest fuel economy at the point 
where it first comes onto plane and skims the surface of the water. 

Limiting the amount 
of time a planing boat 
displaces water before 
coming onto plane will 
also use less fuel. But, 
you need to bring the 
boat up onto plane at a quick steady pace instead of hammering 
the throttle(s) or taking forever to get there. The most efficient 
speed varies from boat to boat.

6.Keep your boat bottom scrubbed and clean, so that 
you are not dragging a carpet of marine growth that zaps power 
and wastes fuel. Keep the bottom clean and free of weeds and 
barnacles. To feel how much drag there is, the next time you are 
at the beach, pull a beach towel through the water. If your boat is 
trailerable, scrub the bottom regularly. On a larger boat, scrub it 
next time you go to the beach, with a long handled scrub brush.

7.Paint Your Bottom. If you are boating in water that encour-
ages the fast growth of algae on your bottom, it would be worth 
your while to paint the bottom with antifouling. It is important to use 
the right paint to reduce the friction most.

8.Diesel Power. If your boat has diesel power, you paid more 
in the beginning but you will be saving on the on-going fuel costs 
over the same gasoline powered vessel. Diesel engines cost less 
to run than gas and they are most efficient when run at 80% of 
maximum speed.

9.Switch to closer destinations. If your activities include 
many long distance trips, you should consider choosing closer 
destinations, or run at a lower rpm to get there. Slower and closer 
will save fuel dollars.

10.Trim Your Boat. Using trim tabs and power trim wisely 
prevents plowing and reduces drag allowing you to run on plane at 
a lower rpm. This will help your boat move through the water more 
efficiently, run quieter and save fuel as well.
Several years ago, Brenda and I decided to enjoy our boat after 
work. At 5:00, we left the office with a picnic basket, drove 5 
minutes to the boat, idled upwind out into the bay a few minutes 
then turned off the motors. As we drifted back to the harbor over 
the next two hours, the silence, cool breeze, barbequed steaks, 
sunset—everything was fantastic. Now we do this regularly and 
take friends with us. It’s a great way to enjoy the water, socialize 
with friends and save on fuel.
Brenda and I are cost conscious, but don’t let the fluctuating price 
of fuel put a damper on our boating. We really look forward to 
and concentrate on the positive, enjoying our drifting, dining and 
watching sunsets for example.
Everything is relative. For every $100 spent last year, you’ll be able 
to save a percentage of it with some fuel-saving practices.
Remember that fuel is only a fraction of your boating investment.  
Save where you can and re-apply those savings to enjoying your 
boat more. 
Don’t let the price of fuel get in the way of your boating enjoyment. 
 Doug Dawson is a 5th Generation marine professional. See Boat-
ingWithDawsons.com Boating Books and Docking Lessons and for 
more boating tips

Top 10 Fuel Saving Tips By Doug Dawson
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Dave Bielecki is the publisher of a Mid-Atlantic classic car show magazine, Car Show & Cruise Guide. He is also a director for the Custom & Classic Car Educa-tional Foundation, a group of like-minded folks trying to preserve their hobby for a new generation of enthu-siasts.

Hank Johnson is a bitter man. After losing his wife, Anne, to a long illness, he loses his faith. He becomes a creature of routine, spend-ing his days visiting his wife’s gravesite and hanging out with the “baker’s dozen,” a group of guys who gather at the local diner for breakfast and car talk. When Hank receives news from his estranged daughter that he is about to become “Grandpa Hank”, his best friend, Joe, talks him into selling his house in Bakersfield and heading back east. “Babies have a way of making things right again,” advises Joe.
After Hank sets out on a cross-country odyssey in the old Dodge “hippie van” parked in his garage for years, he discovers that there’s more to trav-eling than following a double yellow line. Restored Heart & Soul is a heart-warming adventure of a broken old man in a broken old van, restored with God’s help and some unexpected kind hearts along the way. “There’s more to a car than metal and parts,” Hank realizes as he faces setbacks that would try any man’s patience. “It’s more about the people who drive them and the stories that happen in them that make them classics.”

ISBN 978-0-9977727-0-8

Dave Bielecki,  Author 

www.restoredheartandsoul.com 

Davebielecki@aol.com
410-937-6866
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Boating is a wonderful activity. Humans are 
basically “bags of water”. When we are in 

or around water, our mood, temperament, and 
spirit go with the flow. The sounds, smells, and 
feel of water enhances our lives as we wet our 
whistles and feel the power.
Whether you boat in a canoe or a yacht, the 
feelings are the same. The real sin about boat-
ing is when you acquire a boat and never use 
it. We all have seen hundreds of boats sitting 
in driveways, lawns, boat slips, and boatyards. 
What a waste!
It is true that boats, RV’s, and our power toys 
require maintenance and work. The trick is 
to find a way to make the chores purposeful. 
When you invest effort into your craft and it 
pays off with joy, pleasure, pride, and happi-
ness, then the work is a small price to pay.
Use it or lose it
Boats are meant to be used. You may need to make an extra 
effort to launch, but once afloat, it is always worth it. Consider 
the ways that you enjoy using your boat and find friends that 
you wish to share your leisure time with. If you can’t make time 
to use your water crafts, send them down the river for someone 
else to enjoy. 
Go Fishing
This is my primary use of a boat. Whether a canoe, drift boat, 
or power skiff, fishing is just great fun. Explore the waters and 
species that inhabit your waters. Now, do your homework to 
discover the where, when, how, and skills that you need to catch 
some fish. This may mean additional electronics, baits, gear, or 
strategies that you need to learn. Once the fish start to come 
over the rail, it will be worth it. I have never met anyone that 
does not enjoy catching fish. 
Relax and Chill
After working so hard to buy your boat, we all want to reap the 
benefits. Once the boat is afloat, the stress drips away with 
every paddle or oar stroke. When the motor is powered up, 
your stress is powered down. This is when the effort becomes 
worthwhile. There is something magical when you are in control 
of your craft and feel the wind and spray. AAHHH!!!
Jump in and Take a Dip
Swimming is so much fun. When our bodies of water float in 
water, there is a balance that keeps our attitudes and lives 
afloat. Everyone needs to know how to swim. Water safety is 
so important. Start by teaching others how to swim, tube, drift, 
or wear a live vest. Once they become comfortable, get out the 
kneeboards, wakeboards, and skis. Drag them safely around 
and watch the smiles grow. Discover your favorite cove or 
riverbank to visit. 
History cruises are educational and fun
Maybe pick a theme such as the war of 1812. Visit Tangier 
Island, where the main British base was located. Then travel 
up the Potomac toward Washington DC. Now follow the British 

ships routes as they Burned Havre De Grace and other bayside 
towns. Finally, visit Fort McHenry where the war ended. There is 
much to see and learn about our American and nautical history.
Follow the bite
Pick a species of fish like stripers or shad or crabs and migrate 
with the critters. Fish and explore the Science of their amazing 
paths. Stop at local harbors to discover new foods and friends. 
Who really makes the best Stuffed Rockfish or Crab cakes? You 
be the judge and bite into your favorite foods and compare the 
best.
Use your boat to help keep your life afloat. The joy we get from 
celebrating our wonderful waters is certainly worth the time and 
effort.
                  Anchors away!

Boat Loads of Fun!

                                Montana Grant
As a retired Educator, Consultant, Naturalist, Guide, and 

Freelance Writer, Montana Grant spends much of his life sharing 
secrets, tips, and stories about the great outdoors. His roots are 
from Western Maryland’s Appalachian Mountains but reach to 
Montana’s Great Rockies. Montana Grant is an award-winning 
educator in public schools and universities. As an outdoor writer, 
Scoutmaster, hunting and fishing guide, or just a friend that shares 
his love of the outdoors, Montana Grant is dedicated to teaching 
others how to appreciate, respect, and enjoy nature. His blog can 
be followed at www.montanagrantfishing.com.

By Montana Grant
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 8.8’ ACHILLES LS4-RU  
4 persons roll up       $ 1487 

9.6’ ACHILLES SPD-290E  
4 persons alum/wood      $ 1387 

8.10’ ACHILLES HB-270 FX  
4 persons fiberglass      $ 1987

Two Rivers  
Boat Brokerage

410-885-2257
www.tworiversyachtbasin.com

20’ GEKKO Ski-Boat GTS20   
yellow  2005                   

$ 7500 

23’ CENTURION Tow Boat  
TYPHON     2003         

 $ 22,500

29’SEA RAY Exp. Cruiser  
290 Sundancer 1999       

$ 24,900

43.6’ SILVERTON 40 aft cabin  
1988 twin gas         

$ 37,500

New Boat SpecialsOutboards

2.5 HP 
Display 
model  
$700 with 
5 year 
warranty



In the last issue, I wrote about spring projects and how to finish 
them with great efficiency.  And yet, I still haven’t started any of 

my own.  I’m sure most of you are wondering when the season will 
come.  It’s nearly here, and I for one am not waiting any longer.  As 
I write this my boat sits uncovered, ready for the warm and sunny 
days ahead.  While I am not looking forward to the varnish work that 
must be redone after collecting moisture this winter, or re-galvanizing 
my now rusty anchor; I am looking forward to the beach.  Between 
now and then, the spring list will be completed and the temperatures 
will rise, but somehow I just know that come launch day something 
will go wrong.  Will I forget the plug? Will I have enough lines?  
Will the 1998 Johnson sputter back to life again this spring?  Who 
knows?  There is no way to know what misfortune will hit come 
the first launch of the spring.  And no matter how much you plan 
ahead, you’ll probably overlook something.   Be sure to plan ahead 
to handle it with a bit more grace than last year.  That’s my goal- not 
to somehow see the unforeseen, but to take the unforeseen in stride 
and not let it ruin my frostbite cruise.  Every one of us knows that 
a captain can get a bit…touchy when things go wrong. Especially 
when they start to go wrong right away.  Let’s all resolve to let cooler 
heads prevail and handle the circumstances calmly and coolly.  
Let’s be the calm, collected captains that make others look on with 
admiration; instead of the captains that bark orders at their families 
and go red in the face because things aren’t going according to 
plan.  I’ve done my fair share of barking orders when the engine 
won’t start, the anchor won’t come up, or the line is just a hair too 
short.  Little by little I get better at handling these crises through 
careful preparation, both mentally and physically.  I now religiously 
check shackles for tightness, carburetors for debris, lines for wear, 
and props for damage.  If it has stranded me before, now I know to 
check.  If it happens again, then I only have myself to blame.  

Complacency is often what gets us into the worst conundrums, 
whether it is running aground early in the season because sandbars 
have shifted, or losing your boat because your anchor is just a bit 
too small (if you are a reader of previous issues, you’ll know this one 
has happened to me!).  The point is never to trust that the facts from 
last year hold true this year.  It is a new season, and for a boat and 
its gear, it’s a whole new life.  Make this year’s preseason check the 
most thorough one yet.  Don’t let something you could notice now 
ruin a day of boating later.  I have a small, simple boat which makes 

it easy to check all of my systems quickly and easily.  Because of 
this, I notice any maintenance issues early and can deal with them 
before they cause a serious problem.  If you take just ten minutes 
each weekend to survey your systems you just may be able to 
prevent your next ruined day.  

Of course, even with planning and proper maintenance checks, 
something is bound to happen.  That’s where the mental prepa-
ration comes in.  Don’t panic, just stay calm and look for the best 
possible solution.  I once ran out of gas in my parents’ bow rider 
while taking my cousin and uncle out for a joy ride. As the engine 
died and we began drifting I started to panic.  It was just getting to 
be dusk and I had no idea how to get us home.  It was then that it 
hit me; I really had no reason to be panicking. We were anchored 
outside of the channel with working lights, and my parents knew 
when to expect us back so I didn’t need to panic.   After unsuc-
cessful attempt to hail my parents, I began hailing for any boats in 
the area.  For a while there was no one around and I knew I had to 
keep my young cousin from panicking so I gave the VHF a rest and 
I just sat back and enjoyed the sunset at anchor. I could have called 
the coast guard or a tow, but at this point we were in no real danger.  
It took a while for me to see that, but once I did it was easy to think 
about the problem and try to find a solution. I hailed on the VHF 
every few minutes and each time I saw another boat.  Eventually, 
I reached a passing boat and got some assistance.  It wasn’t long 
before they hooked a line to us and started to tow us in.  The only 
problem was that it was a catamaran of about 25’ with a 5hp motor 
chugging along at full bore.  We barely made headway into the tide.  
It was agonizingly slow and quite embarrassing, but in the end we 
got home and everyone was safe. 

  The point is this; we all have a day gone wrong on the water 
every now and again.  If you have your basic safety gear, a plan for 
emergencies, and a cool demeanor, nothing can ruin a day out on 
the bay.  If you’re safe and afloat, don’t let the other little disasters 
get you down.  Everyone will follow the mood of the captain in the 
event of a problem. Be cautious, be patient, and be respectful.  
Everyone wants to have a good time on the water, something they 
can remember for years to come.  If you can stay calm and collected 
even a terrible outing can become a good story.  So be the captain 
that solves the problem, the captain that keeps guests coming back 
season after season.  

Save Yourself Some Grief and Plan for the Season     by James Bedell
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May 18th  
Customer Appreciation

May 20th  
Coast Guard Safety Check

June 1st  
Gerd Rube Straight Out of Key West 

Tailgate Party

July 14th 
Might Minnow Fishing Tournament

July 28th 
Crab Feast and Boat Slip Giveaway

August 25th 
Clash of the Titans Car Show and Poker 

Runs of America Lunch Stop

September 21st 
Gerd Rube- Straight out of Key West

• RELEASE AND STRIPER BOATS DEALER
• BOAT BROKERAGE
• LOADRITE AND VENTURE TRAILERS
• YAMAHA AND MERCRUISER DEALER
• BAIT AND TACKLE
• FUEL 89 AND 93 OCTANE
• FULL SERVICE MECHANICAL
• OUTDOOR EVENT VENUE
• BOAT AND RV STORAGE
• WET AND DRY (INDOOR AND OUTDOOR) SLIPS

SAVE THE DATE!    

Summer Events at  

Joppatowne Marina:

See our website for details and 
updates on all of our events:
www.joppatownemarina.com

510 Riviera Drive   Joppa, MD  21085
Phone: 443-981-AHOY   www.joppatownemarina.com

BOATS
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Baltimore Inner Harbor- by Thomas Scilopoti
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A Baltimore County 
Police Department  
Boating Safety Day 
Event

Celebrate Boating 
Safety

There are several things 
certain in life. One is that 
you cannot walk away from 
a boating accident. The 
more we as boaters, are 
aware of potential hazards; 
the better prepared we 
will be if one should arise. 
On June 2 the Baltimore 
County Police Marine Unit 
will host the Third Annu-
al Sargent Marvin T. Haw 
Boating Safety Day at Wil-
son Point Park in Middle 
River. The event runs from 
11:00am to 4:00pm and 
will highlight safe boating 
operation.

     Sargent Marvin Haw was Commander of the 
Baltimore County Police Marine Unit. He 

served 28 years in the BCPD. Sargent Haw was 
a Coast Guard licensed 100 Ton Master Captain, 
and an avid recreational boater. He died in January 
2016.

Sargent Bob Bouder of the marine unit says 
there is a lot to take in at Boating Safety Day. 

There will be numerous 
booths and demonstrations on 
boat operations equipment, 
safety equipment, and fire 
safety. You can learn to tie 
the standard nautical knots, 
and watch a throwable PFD 
demonstration that simulated 
an in-water emergency.

      Also on hand will be Balti-
more County Fire Rescue, 

the Department of Natural 
Resources Police and DNR’s 
Scales and Tales, a program 
that provides the public with 
the opportunity to see wildlife 
close up. MR SUPP will host 
a family fun paddle board 
event to raise awareness and 
funds for Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving. Eastern Wa-
tersports will present paddle 
board safety demonstrations. 
Come out and have some fun 
in the sun, prizes, and food 
from local vendors.

     The Sargent Marvin T. Haw Boating Safe-
ty Day is a great opportunity to learn how to 

be safe on the water. Novice boaters will gain 
a wealth of knowledge, while avid boaters can 
get a refresher course on what they have already 
learned. See you at Wilson Point Park on June 2.   

           –Tim Sherman
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Scenes from Boating Safety Day 2017



The Exciting New Crownline Eclipse E23 XS

DEMO DOCK IS OPEN  

Mon-Sat  NO APPOINTMENT 

 NEEDED

Intelligently Designed and 
Loaded with Amenities that 

are Optional on Competitor’s 
Comparable Models

Have a Safe Boating Season!

600 Riverside Drive  •  Essex, MD 21221  •  410-686-1500 / 800-448-6872
www.RiversideMarine.com  •  sales@RiversideBoats.com

3rd
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Demonstrations
• Greeting table
• Anchor procedures (Using sand box to show 
      how anchor works.)
• Man overboard- Type IV throw/ life line  
      throw (Oscar in water)
• Knot tying station / cleat tying

Baltimore County Police- Youth & 
Community Services:
• EZ Child/ Elderly ID System 

Fire Department:
• Medical emergencies (CPR / AED)
• Electrocution in water (Long Beach Marina)
• Live fire demonstration (Fire barrel w/ water 
      pressure extinguisher)
• Simulated boat burn 

Natural Resources Police:
• Lagoon security
• Life Jacket demonstrations / Donning races
• Recruitment  

CG Station Curtis Bay:
• Small boat display
• Flare demonstration (Possibility? Orion?) 

CG Auxiliary:
• Safety exams (Land and Water) 

MR Sup:
• Paddle Board fun paddle

Eastern Water Sports:
• Paddleboard demo

Schedule of Activities

3rd

photo by Patty Haw
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The Safe Boating Campaign is a worldwide 
effort focused on responsible boating, en-
couraging boaters to always wear a life jacket 
while on the water. 

The Safe Boating Campaign is led by the 
National Safe Boating Council, with support 
from boating safety advocates around the 
world. It is produced under a grant from the 
Sports Fish Restoration and Boating Trust 
Fund, administered by the U.S. Coast Guard. 
 
The Safe Boating Campaign is a worldwide 
effort focused on responsible boating, en-
couraging boaters to always wear a life jacket 
while on the water. 

The Safe Boating Campaign is led by the 
National Safe Boating Council, with support 
from boating safety advocates around the 
world. It is produced under a grant from the 
Sports Fish Restoration and Boating Trust 
Fund, administered 



3rd

We are a client focused boat documentation company offering services such as:   
• U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Certificate of Documentation and filing of Marine Mortgages 
• Lien searches & Bill of Sale Preparation for transfers
• State Titling & Registration  

Key Benefits of USCG Documentation 
• A documented boat refers to federal registration for recreational or commercial use  
  designating it as U.S. flagged, a prestigious form of ownership.
• Documented boats are assigned an official number making it easy to check for liens  
   & confirm chain of ownership providing added value during transfers.  
• In most states, a documented boat does not need to display state numbers.
• Most lenders require a marine mortgage and USCG documentation to secure their lien. 
To learn more, view our videos at: oceanyachtllc.com  or call us at: Tel: (443) 272-1655
Like us on Facebook, facebook.com/oceanyachtllc.com

  www.oceanyachtlic   443 272-1655
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Marvin T. Haw, IV,  1966-2016

3rd
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MTABC Fireworks   By Ellen Honey
Reprinted from Waterfront Guide 2018

Prepare to get your sparkle on at dusk on June 30th!  
After a five-year hiatus, the Marine Trades Association of 
Baltimore County will be producing a dazzling fireworks 
dis-play named the Marine Trades Association  Fireworks in 
Memory of Raymond N. Porter and Jack Deckleman II.  The 
event will take place on the water east of Wilson Point.  

Because they are not burdened by land safety re-
strictions, barge based displays use larger shells causing 
higher explosions seen and heard for miles. Residents and 
boaters located on Hogpen, Norman, Hopkins, Dark Head, 
Stansbury and Frog Mortar Creeks will have especially 
great viewing. The 17 intense minutes of illuminations will 
feature high aerials visible from Baltimore County water-
front restaurants.

 This year the display is dedicated to two departed 
MTABC members who had a signifi-cant impact on the 
association and the community. In the mid-nineties, it was 

Ray Por-ter, who conceived the idea that a fireworks show 
would be a great thing for the residen-tial and boating com-
munities.  For many years, it was Jack Deckleman’s towing 
compa-ny getting barges into place.

Produced by MTABC and sponsored by local busi-
nesses and community donations, the event has become a 
major  fundraiser for MTABC.  The proceeds are a key com-
ponent of charitable giving for the year.  Locally, MTABC 
supports the Back River Restoration Committee, Wounded 
Warriors Day on the Bay, the Middle River Lighted Boat 
Parade, Baltimore County Marine Police Safety Day, envi-
ronmental educational scholarships, the Stembridge Youth 
baseball program and various Christmas season donations. 
They also offered support to the New Jersey Marine Trades 
during Sandy.

Obviously production cost of a barge mounted 
fireworks show is very expensive and is dependent on the 
financial sponsorships of residents, boaters and business-
es in the ar-ea.  Support checks can be sent to: MTABC, P.O. 
Box 18137, Middle River, MD. 21220.  For additional details, 
and major sponsor information, please call 410 335-7000.
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    No other boat can compete  
  in build quality, ride quality, or resale value.  
COBALT– the number one boat built in the USA.
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443-758-0240 • FreedomBoatClub.com

• Bow Riders, Center Consoles, 
Walkarounds, Pontoons and more! 

• 5 locations in Maryland & DC
• 130+ clubs, 1500+ boats
• FREE Boat Training and Fishing Seminars
• Monthly Member Socials
• Maintenance Free Boating

BOATING
MADE
SIMPLE!

3rd
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Hundreds, if not thousands of boats lay aban-
doned along the waterways of the Chesapeake Bay 
and its tributaries causing harm to the environment.  
These vessels are often left by owners who can no 
longer afford the costs to maintain or repair their 
boats or the high expense of proper disposal.  They 
threaten our waterways by blocking navigational 
channels and emitting fuel and oils into the water. 
The boat graveyards are not only unsightly, they 
attract more abandoned boats and these disinte-
grating vessels distribute debris into the Bay.  

While there are programs in place through the 
DNR in Maryland and other states, there are many 
laws, technical and monetary restrictions with remov-
ing abandoned boats.  Most have been stripped of 
any identifying features that could link them to their 
owners, half sunk and full of mud.  

Back River Restoration Committee (BRRC), in 
their efforts to cleanup Back River and the Chesa-
peake Bay pulled in a dozen abandoned boats over 
the past year. The boats had been sitting for several 
years on Back River, Duck Creek and other coves. 
Expertise and caution were used to pull them from 
the mud and tow them to shore. With assistance from 
DNR and the Baltimore County Marine Police Unit, 
the boats were inspected for identifying numbers and 
tagged for disposal.   
 

 

After the appropriate waiting period, the motors and 
fuel tanks were removed and the boats were ready 
to be destroyed. With a call to Benjer, Inc., a local 
contractor in Middle River, an excavator arrived and 
the demolition quickly began with pieces of fiberglass 
being loaded into dumpsters provided by Baltimore 
County.  A joint effort between these organizations, 
volunteering, donating their services and time, re-
moved these eyesores and prevented 27,854 pounds 
of boat debris from flowing into the Chesapeake, 
piece by piece. 

Join the Back River  
Restoration Committee
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Hooked on the Bay, in its new location in Elkton 
Maryland is proud to announce their new boat 
line, North Coast Boats. The line includes both 
Cabin and Center Console boats from 18-27’  
North Coast Boats is a division of C&C Marine 
and C&C Fiberglass, Inc., a premier boat builder 
producing high quality fishing and recreational 
boats.  12 yr hull warranty !
The family run business including owners Wayne 
Lockhart & daughter Felicia Stein offer a no 
pressure, relaxed buying experience , along with 
the area’s best service department. The family is 
confident that their valued customers cannot own 
a better built boat.
 
For more information, please stop by and visit 
Hooked on the Bay at 895 Nottingham RD.,  
Elkton, MD   Call (410) 287-4290 today to ar-
range your personal showing of the new boat line

Industry Leading  
10-yr Bow to Stern Warranty &  

10-yr on Honda!

We have  
you covered:  
 
•Pontoons  
•Center Consoles 

•Mod Vee Jon Boats

www.hookedonthebay.com    410-287-4290

Instant Rebates up to 
$1400 

We are the Area’s 
Newest  

Dealer for 
North 
Coast 
Boats

20CC

Hooked on the Bay  Announce Their New Boat Line, 
North Coast Boats
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Safe Boating Courses Online

	

NEW	MEMBER	SPECIAL	
Unlimited	Towing	

		

	
$99/Year	

Service	for	any	boat	you	own,	borrow,	or	charter	including	
degroundings,	fuel	delivery	fees,	battery	jump	starts	and	towing	

Call	410-255-8700	to	Join!	

Soon the Chesapeake Bay will be crowded with 
families -- cruising, fishing, waterskiing, and sailing. 

New boaters and experienced hands will be vying for 
their piece of the fun.  Whether it’s your first season at 
the helm or you have years of experience, take time 
this spring to increase your knowledge of on- the-water 
safety and boat handling.   

The BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety and 
Clean Water is a national leader promoting safe, 
clean, and responsible boating. The nonprofit provides 
innovative educational outreach directly to boaters and 
anglers with the aim of reducing accidents and fatali-
ties, increasing stewardship of America’s waterways, 
and keeping boating safe for all. 

 “We offer free online state boating courses to help 
reduce a barrier to boating and greatly increase your 
chance for a safe day on the water,” said Assistant 
Director of Boating Safety Ted Sensenbrenner. “More 
than 1.4 million boaters have taken our online cours-
es.” The no-cost, state-approved course fits into busy 
schedules, allowing boaters to stop, and then start 
again where they left off any time of day or night, and 
is loaded with interactive animations, videos and pho-
tos to give boaters an education that goes well beyond 
the basics of boating. And, at 
the end of the course, you can 
easily print your state’s proof 
of completion. To take Mary-
land’s state-approved online 
boating safety course go to 
BoatUS.org/Free.

At this year’s 3rd Annual 
Boating Safety Day Event 
on Saturday, June 2, 2018 
at Wilson Point Park, 950 
Beech Drive in Middle River, 
TowBoatUS Baltimore/ 
Middle River has paired 
with the BoatUS Founda-
tion to offer Boating Safety 
Rides and On-Water skills 
training taught by licensed 
captains. The twenty-minute 
Boating Safety Ride will give 
participants an opportunity 
to learn how to properly fit 
a lifejacket, how to safely 
board a boat, and then to 

take a short cruise around the lagoon to learn all 
about the necessary safety equipment that should 
be on board. The boat ride is free. All children under 
18 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  
BoatUS’ On-Water Training course gives participants 
a chance to try boating for the first time or simply 
become more confident at the helm. Pre-registration 
is required. The course takes three hours to complete 
and costs $149 per student. Professional training 
captains focus on shifting and steering, basic dock-
ing, and navigation on a close quarters powerboat 
handling course.  Do you have a teen in your boat?  
Crew Camp may be what you are looking for. Join 
your teen aboard a training vessel for the three-hour 
course for just $179 for the two of you. Every par-
ticipant receives a Free Body Glove Float coat for 
completing the course. Go to www.boatus.org/on-wa-
ter/ to register.  

TowBoatUS and The BoatUS Foundation invites 
you and your family to become educated, safe boat-
ers so that this boating season is the safest season 
yet on the Chesapeake.
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We now  
feature 

Aluminum 
Boats

The Toughest Built Aluminum Boats, Bar None.

Also your East 
Coast Dealer for

World-Class Customer           Sales and Service

Pontoons
by Playcraft

Authorized Dealer & Service Center

Bass Series- 195 Pro

114 Carroll Island Rd.
Middle River, MD
410-335-0000

REPOWER
Sales Specials
on Mercury!

premiermarinemd.com

Platinum Dealer 
& Factory Service



On the Waterfront 

By Dave Waters

In the 1970s they warned us the Africanized killer 
bees would eventually arrive in the U.S., sting us 
all to death and then, even worse, register as Inde-
pendents. They arrived in the 1990s but turned out 
to have even less of an impact than “Gremlins 2: 
The New Batch.” Now bark beetles are killing whole 
swaths of trees and our forests are more full of bor-
ers than happy hour at an actuary convention. 

The latest devastating infestation is by Asian stink 
bugs, an invasive species now found in almost all 
U.S. states. It has no local predator to slow its buffet 
of American peach crops, almonds, apples, grapes, 
tomatoes; basically it is a sea of tiny, unstoppable 
vegans. The only thing worse would be if they could 
speak, shaming us carnivores in one wee but unified 
voice. 

It is believed they arrived on the East Coast in 
a pallet offloaded from a Chinese ship, and like 
Annie from the musical, decided “I think I’m gonna 
like it here.” In some areas, they have reproduced 
in such numbers that homeowners have had their 
houses taken over. Scenes are described of people 
push-brooming hordes of stink bugs out the door 

even as more fly right in. Somewhere Stephen 
King is smiling.

The idea has been floated to bring in the stink 
bugs’ natural nemesis from Asia, a certain wasp, 
which tends to eat the bugs’ eggs. But the wasp 
has no predator in America, either. This technique 
of solving one problem with a worse one is a 
time-honored one in the annals of invasive species 
history, and human romance, for that matter. 

I have never been a fan, generally, of creatures 
which can be described as having a “long, straw-
like appendage.” I am sure in mating season this 
goes over big, but the average apricot farmer is on 
my side. If only we could pit the killer bees against 
the stink bugs. It would get ugly, and it would 
stink, and I’m sure there’s a Congress joke in here 
somewhere, but at least bees are useful. 

Like cicadas, stink bugs are playing the long 
game. There is no eradicating them at this point, 
although there is some evidence that birds are 
beginning to enjoy this new food source. Well, 
as is true with so many things in nature, love and 
politics, there is no accounting for taste. 

with George Waters

photo by Donna Bedell

Stink Bug Infestation:  Coming to a Town Near You
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MALLARD MARINE
SERVICES

Mobile Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing

www.mallardmarineservice.com 
Have a question?  Need advice?   Contact Us!

Every phone call returned.
Every email answered.
Responsiveness you can count on.

kevin@mallardmarineservices.com
Kevin Ladenheim
410-454-9877
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photo by Dave

Business Owners -
Why not join our new advertisers  and promote your message in

Upper Bay Boating?   
If your customer base lives or boats  
on the upper bay,  you should take  
a look at the Upper Bay Boating  
for your advertising needs.   
Our magazine and website offer  
the only targeted, editorial-based  
marketing opportunity for this region.
Try us today!     dave@upperbayboating.com    410-937-6866

dave@upperbayboating.com    phutchins01@comcast.net

 If you would like to share your stories and photos with us,  
and contribute to our regular columns like  ‘Boat Dog’ or Classic Corner, 

have scenic or historical photos of the Bay Area, a review of our ad-
vertizers’ products or services, or anything you think will be of interest 

to our readers, please contact Dave Bielecki or Hutch, our Editor, 
and see it in the pages of Upper Bay Boating Magazine 

230 Offshore  $44,900
(with Yamaha 200, T-top, radio box, compass,  
wash down, dual batteries and swim ladder)  LOA 22’8”

200 Offshore 
$32,997
(with Yamaha 115, 
T-top & box, swim  
ladder, spreader 
lights, and back rest.)
LOA 19’ 3”

1700    $22,900   (with Yamaha 70,  
bimini top, and swim platform)  LOA 17’ 1”

www.carlislesmarine.com

230 Offshore  
$44,900 (with 

Yamaha 200, T-top,  
radio box, com-

pass,  wash down, 
dual batteries  and 

swim ladder)     
LOA 22’8”

200 Offshore 
$32,997 (with 
Yamaha 115, T-top 

& box, swim  ladder, 
spreader lights, and 

back rest.)   LOA 19’ 3”
1700    $22,900   (with Yamaha 70,  
bimini top, and swim platform)  LOA 17’ 1”

www.carlislesmarine.com



    “When I was a boy......”   
Don’t you hate it when old folks start 
a sentence that way?  You know 
what’s coming.  Another one of “life’s 
lessons” about the good old days 
and how things aren’t nearly as 
good today as they were back when.  

     Well, as much as I’d like to 
oblige, I’m not going to.  You see, 
when it comes to boating and having 
fun in the sun, things are better 
today.  We know a lot more.  Back 
then, people didn’t understand the 
potential hazards that over expo-
sure to the summer sun can bring.  
We thought that the more sun we 
soaked up, and the darker our tan got, the better.  Well, we 
were wrong, but we didn’t know any better. 

     When I was that boy back in the 1950s, my best friend 
and I used to water ski on the Bohemia River behind his 
father’s 17-ft Chris Craft inboard.  Every summer weekend, 
from June through August, we’d ski from early morning ‘til 
late in the evening, each of us trying to outdo the other.  They 
were great times back then.  But, with all those hours of ex-
posure to the sun, I never remember using suntan lotion (that 
was for girls) and I almost never wore sunglasses.  The sun 
was my friend and I basked in it.

     Fast forward to 2018.  We’re about to enter anoth-
er boating season out on the upper Bay.  As a soon-to-be 
73-year-old, I’ve been very lucky.  My dermatologist tells me 
that all that sun exposure in my youth (I was a lifeguard, too) 
has taken its toll on my skin, but fortunately no skin cancer 
has been found.     

     Many my age and younger, though, aren’t so lucky.  
Peg, my wife, who loved to lay in the sun without lotion, too, 
has had a melanoma removed from her arm and a friend 
recently had two removed.  None had spread to other organs, 
thankfully, but they could have.

     OK, here comes one of those “life lessons” that us old 
folks have earned the right to espouse.......PROTECT YOUR 
SKIN!  USE SUNSCREEN whenever you’re out on your boat.  
SPF 30 at least.  Even though you’re under the Bimini or 
wearing a wide brimmed hat, the sun reflects off the water.  If 
you can see glare, the sun has a direct path to you.  Know-
ing what we know today, it’s foolish to risk skin cancer when 
protection is just a squirt or two away.

     Now, back to the 1950’s.  Sunglasses?  Sure, I wore 
them every once in a while, but mostly to look “cool.”  If you 
squinted, and didn’t look directly at the sun, we thought that 
your eyes would be fine.  UV-B rays?  Never heard of them.  
Cataracts?  Only old people get them.

    
 A cataract, for those not familiar, is a clouding of the clear 

lens in the eye, causing blurry vision at best, and blindness 
if allowed to progress untreated.  It is often the result of ultra 
violet rays from the sun entering unprotected eyes.  

     In the 1990s a landmark study was done by Johns 
Hopkins Wilmer Eye Institute that explored the development 
of cataracts in Chesapeake Bay watermen.  The results clear-
ly showed that watermen who were exposed to higher doses 
of UV-B rays developed cataracts earlier and more frequently 
than those with less exposure.  

     The good news is that most sunglasses on the market 
today, even inexpensive ones, block 100 percent of those 
cataract-causing UV-B rays, greatly reducing the chance of 
cataract development.  

     Unfortunately for me, I didn’t wear sunglasses.  Even 
as an adult boater, I would often sail all day without eye pro-
tection.  The end result was a cataract on my left eye that was 
so debilitating that it was like looking through wax paper.  

     Successful surgery, which involved the replacement 
of the damaged lens, returned my vision to normal, but the 
regular use of sunglasses could have prevented the need for 
that procedure.  

     “Life lesson” #2, then......PROTECT YOUR EYES!  
WEAR (UV protective) SUNGLASSES whenever you’re out 
on the water, even on overcast days.  Lens color and dark-
ness don’t matter, as long as they block out 100% of the UV-B 
rays.  Wrap-around glasses offer even better protection (and 
look “cooler” too). 

     So, there you have it.... two important lessons that will 
help guarantee years of fun in the sun.  But I feel like I’ve let 
you down somehow.  Maybe this’ll do it:  

“When I was a boy, I had to walk 5 miles through the rain 
and snow just to buy milk and bread for the family.  (Psst...
Don’t tell the kids, but the milkman and the breadman used to 
deliver straight to our front doorstep, when I was a boy!)  

By L. Alan Keene
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Fun in The Sun



Providing quality service to the Sassafras River 
for over 50 years.  Bring your family and Lets Go Boating!
               Launching ramp open 24hrs.

Seasonal hours: M-F 8:30-4:30  Weekends 9:00-5:00

20 Duffy Creek Rd., Georgetown, MD

410-275-2141     duffy@duffycreekmarina.com

The Sheltered Harbor on the Sassafras
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on the Upper Bay  with Dave WilsonKayaking

I was providing swim support for the Nation’s Triathlon several years 
back, when one of the guys on a Fire and Rescue Boat I was 

paddling near called to me, “Why are you paddling with that board?”  
I smiled to myself.  It is not unusual to get asked this question.  To 
many, my paddle appears to be just a slender board.  In retrospect, 
I should have just agreed with him.  Instead, I tried to explain that 
my paddle was so much more than a common board. I said, “Well, 
it began life as a board, but within that board I saw a Greenland 
paddle and liberated it.”   

“Still looks like a board to me.  Or maybe a stick.” 

“We call them sticks too,” I said. But Greenland paddles are 
more than just sticks.  The design originated in Greenland, where 
the Inuit have been refining it for hundreds of years. I use a Green-
land style paddle because it works better for me than does a Eu-
ro-style paddle.  The Euro-style paddle, like the ones other paddlers 
here are using, is a recent design. The most obvious difference 
between the two styles is the size and shape of the blade.  While 
the Euro’s large, wide blade grips a lot of water early in the stroke, 
allowing the paddler to accelerate faster, the Greenland does this in 
a gentler fashion.  But the top speed of the two are only a few tenths 
of a mile per hour different.  The Greenland paddle has other quali-
ties that go beyond the Euro design. One is that the shape allows it 
to be used in difficult and changing seas.  Suppose you get caught 
in a sudden storm.  Using a Greenland, you don’t have to be con-
stantly looking down at your paddle to know precisely where your 
hands are on the paddle or to see which way the blades are facing.  
You know by the feel of your grip.  This is important.  With a Euro 
blade, the paddle can rotate when you loosen your grip.  The loom 
is round and you have no references points for determining which 
way your blade will be facing when you plant it.  If conditions require 
you to brace, and the blade enters on edge, you will most likely 
capsize.  But, with a Greenland paddle this is less likely to happen.  
First, the loom is oval shaped and you know when the paddle is be-
ing held properly.  At this point I grasp the loom between my thumbs 
and forefingers, with my palms splayed out over the blade’s shoul-
ders, to demonstrate the proper way to hold the Greenland.  “I know 
exactly how my blade is going to enter the water,” I state.  That 

brace will be precisely delivered every time.  I’ve done this enough 
that my muscles associate feel with blade position.  Another quality 
of the Greenland design is that it provides use of the whole paddle.  
Most strokes require gripping the paddle at two points equidistant 
from its center.  All the strokes are symmetrically expressed around 
the center point. But because the Greenland is a rigid paddle, it’s 
paddler can use the paddle asymmetrically to leverage power.  
Cupping the paddle near it’s end, and grasping the loom, I extend it 
it’s full length, and sweep my kayak in a tight circle. “See how much 
leverage this adds to your stroke.”  It’s the paddle’s rigid backbone, 
it’s soft, narrow blades with their elliptical shapes, that instill the 
qualities necessary for the extended sweep stroke.  These qualities 
can determine the outcome of an encounter with a storm.  

“But still, it’s just a stick. How good could it be?”

“Good in what sense?” I ask.  The answer to your question 
depends on which quality of the paddle you are addressing.  The 
Greenland paddle is an outstanding paddle to learn rolling and 
sculling technique with.  These are advanced self-rescue tech-
niques that many sea kayakers learn early to increase their chances 
of survival on the water.  The qualities of the Greenland facilitate the 
learning process.  For example, I carved this paddle from a western 
red cedar plank.  The wood is very light; yet it is strong.  When used 
correctly, it is unlikely that loom will break.  The paddle is buoyant.  
It always finds its own way to the surface when I allow it.  Its blades 
are hydrodynamically shaped, much like an airplane wing.  When 
swept through water on angle, they will generate lift.  Capitalizing on 
this fact, and through much practice, a paddler can train his muscles 
to reflexively right his kayak following a capsize.  From his up-
side-down position, his hands automatically rotate the blades to the 
proper angle and through a gentle sweeping motion and a twisting 
of his upper body, the blade “lifts” the paddler and his kayak into an 
upright position.  Another way of visualizing this process is to see 
the paddle as a sort of sea anchor, about which the kayaker rotates 
to right the kayak.  Either way, the blade performs the work.  Most 
rollers can roll upright on either side, depending on wind and wave 
conditions, and usually with little spent effort.  The symmetry of the 
Greenland paddle blade also makes it very effective when sculling.  



Sculling is a technique where the kayaker 
lies on his back at the water’s surface 
and puts his kayak on edge.  He extends 
his paddle above his head and controls 
it by hands held across his chest.  He 
sweeps the blade in an alternating motion 
while he changes the blades angle with 
each directional change.  The lift created 
by the blade allows the paddler to rest 
with minimal energy expenditure.  I have 
watched paddlers perform this maneuver 
in highly turbulent inlet water for long 
periods of time, resting before they again 
up-right their kayaks to stay and play a lit-
tle while longer.  Another skill, performed 
in calmer waters, allows the paddler to lie 
motionless on his back, kayak on edge, 
with the paddle extended out above 
him to form the crossbar on a “T”.  The 
paddle provides just enough buoyancy to 
keep his face above water.  I’m told it is 
an effective technique for regaining one’s 
energy, although I have never been able to do this maneuver myself.  
I have not seen the latter maneuver performed using a Euro paddle.  
The two paddles have very different qualities.        

“But it’s just a stick.  How can it possibly move your kayak for-
ward as efficiently as a big blade?”

“The blades on a Greenland have about the same surface area as 
those on a plastic paddle; it’s just distributed differently. You are correct 
though; the Greenland blade is a little slower than a Euro blade on 
top end.  Greenlanders prefer the Greenland for qualities other than 
speed.  Because the blade is long and slender, force develops over a 
larger proportion of the stroke than it does on the Euro.  Stated another 
way, the paddle doesn’t suddenly “grab” as it enters the water.  The 
stroke is a gentle buildup of power.  Many older paddlers, particularly 
those of us with shoulder problems, prefer the Greenland paddle 
for this reason.  It’s easier on our joints.  I know I certainly feel better 
the day after using a Greenland, than I do the day after using a Euro 
blade.  I should also point out that the Greenland paddle allows the 
paddler to paddle with the loom held near his waistline.  This can be 
advantageous in high wind conditions, because wind velocity is least 
near the water’s surface.  The narrow blade doesn’t catch as much 
wind here as it does when held vertically.  

But it’s still just a stick. So why do you prefer it?” the fireman 
asked.

“It’s more than just a stick. Each wooden stick is customized to 
its owners anthropomorphological characteristics using formulae 
that includes measurements such as the distance from the tip of the 
paddlers fingers to his wrist, the length of his fore and upper arms, his 
closed thumb-forefinger circumference, and other measures.  These 
measures define the metrics that shape the paddle; loom length, blade 
length, shoulder height, etc.  Upon this basic shape, we superimpose 

our individual preferences.  I have carved mine to give it qualities 
suitable to my paddling style.  The loom is narrow to accommodates 
my smaller hand size. My paddle is shorter than most paddlers of my 
height would prefer, because it allows me to move it more efficiently 
when rolling.  I prefer a larger shoulder than most, because this is 
where flotation lives; a quality I admire.  I shave the blades thin so 
that they will flex during a stroke.  I have also carved paddles for other 
people.  I particularly like to laminate together woods of contrasting 
colors.  For these paddles I alternate between red and white cedars, 
walnut, beech and birch.  All are low density hard woods.  I have made 
some paddles by laminating a thin piece of ash between multiple 
pieces of red cedar to create a strong backbone that runs the length 
of the paddle.  Stronger, paddlers like this quality, because it reduces 
the risk of them breaking their paddle during a power stroke.  On time I 
built two paddles with wide, Euro-like blades, so that I could accelerate 
quickly to catch an incoming wave while surfing.  I could have used 
a Euro paddle for this, but laminated wood appeals more to my eye 
than colored fiberglass.  Some other desirable qualities found only on 
Greenland sticks are hardwood tips and edges, carbon fiber inserts to 
resist abrasion, and ferrules that allow the paddles to be taken apart 
for transport.   The Inuit attached pieces of whale bone to the tips of 
their paddles for the same reasons; to minimize wear and tear on 
their investment.  Their lives and livelihoods depend on their paddles; 
and they paddle in one of the harshest climates on the planet.  I once 
carved a replica Inuit paddle from a picture found in an old book.  The 
paddle was unique because it had a spoon-like tip.  I wanted to under-
stand what this paddle’s draw felt like.  It was strange, and I still do not 
understand its usefulness.  

The fireman thought about this for a moment, then said, “Ah…, 
so you paddle with a board because you’re a history buff.”

Exasperated, I nodded and replied, “Yeah. I guess I am.”

on the Upper BayKayaking
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We are a family of 5 – We started power boating on 
the Upper Chesapeake in 1998!  A friend invited us 

on his boat on a hot July Saturday.  My daughter was just 
2 ½ years old and she’s now 22!  We enjoyed it so much 
we bought out first boat the following summer.  It was a 
used 22 ft. open bow Bayliner.  Our children have so many 
wonderful memories of spending each weekend on the 
boat.  They each picked a weekend where they could invite 
one friend; we also had “adult weekends” where we would 
invite our friends without the kids.  We have often thought 
about all the friends, family members, work acquaintances 
that we’ve entertained over almost 20 years and believe 
me, it’s been a lot!

 We started out boating in Perryville, MD at a small 
marina.  We moved to Triton Marina on the Elk River, MD 
and now we are in another area marina.  We now own 
our 2nd bigger boat. Every weekend, was a mini vacation!  
We’d pack coolers of food (hoagies, chips, snacks – but 
never chocolate! Chocolate melts and is a big mess to 
clean up! Before heading to the bay, we would also pack up 
beverages of choice, lots of water and tubes and tubes of 
sunscreen.  We used all the brands.  Some weekends we 
would cruise over to Chesapeake Inn or the Nauti Goose 
and tie up for a late lunch.  I used to think how fortunate 
our children were to experience this every weekend.

 Every 4th of July, we would be on the water for the best 
fireworks display over Havre de Grace Light House.  Some 
weekends we would camp out with the kids, toting firewood 
for a campfire and tents and coolers with breakfast foods!

 We bought a huge tube for the kids.  They loved tubing 
off the back of the boat and it was fun to see who “would be 

going for a swim”, meaning falling off.  They next mastered 
water skiing, wakeboarding and knee boarding.

 We bought fishing poles, tackle boxes and stopped for 
blood worms on most Saturdays.  We caught and released 
– many cat fish, eel and an occasional clam!  We had crab 
traps and the kids loved pulling them in at the end of the 
day.  We went thru many different sizes of life jackets over 
the years and it has been fun watching the kids grow into 
the young they are today.  My two sons, Anthony (29) and 
Mark (23), have already expressed a desire to own their 
own boats and I’m sure my daughter, Rachel (age 22) will 
also have a family boat.  It has been such a good family 
tradition to “boat”.  I always said to them – “you can’t marry 
between the months of April and October, because it’s 
Boating Time!”

 The boat just took us away to a happy place where we 
could all be together, spending quality time and enjoying 
nature – we’d talk, laugh, share week stories and now 
we catch up on the weekends they are able to come out 
with us.    It was fun to grab the binoculars and watch the 
eagles and blue herons and just nature.  The Upper Bay 
is natural and just so beautiful.  The water is clean, lots of 
sandy bottoms and little beaches to anchor up to and the 
water is usually very warm to grab a cold beverage and 
float.  It’s fun to raft up with friends who have boats, catch 
up and relax.  In today’s world, it’s nice just to unplug and 
unwind. Our commute from PA was about 80 minutes, but 
definitely worth it.

           Donna & Tony DiMonte   Malvern, PA

If you have a great story 
to tell about your ex-
perience on the Upper 
Bay, have photos to 
share, or want to be 
part of our Boat Dog 
column; please send 
contributions to dave@
upperbayboating.com   
You’ll be entered to win a 
Free UBB T-Shirt or a gift 
certificate.

The DiMontes –  A Pennsylvania Boating Family
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photo by Christine Plummer



May 2018 49

Boat Dog

My “Benny Boy” on our pontoon 
near Turkey Point lighthouse.   

Jim Fulton

“Noah”  2018
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•  Floating piers       
•  Slips to accommodate  
   up to 60’ boats  
•  Newly remodeled, immacu- 
    late bathroom/shower  
    facilities 
•  Really good, upgraded WiFi 
•  Full service gas pier with  
   pump out services at pier or 
   in slip, open everyday 
•  Professional, Certified tech- 
   nicians and 40 ton lift for  
   onsite repairs 
•  Just 5 miles to the bay on  
    Scenic Back River with no 
    speed limits  
•  Only 1 light from 695 

 
•  Picnic area with grill  
   and tables 
•  Adjacent 30 acre park  
   with boat ramp 
•  Restaurants close by land  
    and water 
•  RV Campsite with hook-ups 
•  Fully stocked boat store 
   with professional parts  
    specialist 
•  Live Aboards welcome 
•  Home of Back River Rest- 
   oration Committee and  
   Riverside Yacht Club 
•  BSA, Venturing Crew 726  
   on site for youth seeking  
   other outdoor activities

Looking for a Marina to Call Home? 
Weaver’s Marine 

  weaversmarine.net      730 Riverside Drive, Baltimore, Maryland 21221  •  410.686.4944

The best amenities and the right price, 
where you will feel right at home!

Slip Prices–  
up to 34 ft 

$2190  
up to 60 ft    

$2885

Three Boating Tips  
     Just For Springtime

Across America at boat launch ramps, the familiar growl 
of boat motors waking up from their long winter nap 

heralds the start of the boating season. But what makes 
boating, fishing or sailing this time of year different from all 
others? When it comes to safety, Boat Owners Association 
of The United States (BoatUS) has three tips to answer 
that question:

The water is still cold. Darn cold. Even though the 
white stuff is gone and you’re in a T-shirt and can feel the sun’s warmth on your face, lurking beneath your 
boat’s keel is water that could make breathing difficult or disable you in minutes after an accidental fall over-
board. It’s a good idea to wear a comfortable life jacket, and if solo, rig a self-boarding ladder that can be 
deployed while in the water.

Have backup plans. For a routine breakdown while underway, having an on water towing plan can help. 
However, most important is to leave a note, or “float plan,” for friends or family members advising them of 
your expected return. That’s because early in the season there are way-too-few boaters out there who could 
provide aid if something unexpected happened, and if no one knows where you are, you could be in a heap of 
trouble.  A sample float plan can be found at: BoatUS.com/floatplan.

The number one reason why boats sink in the springtime is being in a hurry to get in the water. Check 
every engine hose and clamp. Remove leaves in scuppers and clear clogged cockpit drains. Check to see 
that freezing water didn’t crack the sea strainer or seacock/valves. Go to BoatUS.com/springchecklist to get a 
copy of a Spring Fitting Out Safety Checklist.
       Boat Owners Association of The United States (BoatUS):
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Providing Uncompromising Quality and  
Craftsmanship for the Repair and Restoration of  

Antique and Classic Wooden Boats.

Come visit our 8400 square-foot shop located on the 
upper Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake Bay.

29723 Morgnee Road,  Millington, MD 21651

George Hazzard
Phone:  410-928-5500    Fax:  410-928-5501    Cell: 610-247-8053

Classic Corner
Vintage Vessels  
 at St. Michaels 
Come join us June 15-17th for the 
31st annual Chesapeake Bay Chap-
ter Antique and Classic Boat show 
at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
Museum, St. Michaels Maryland.

DAVE’S
 TAG & TITLE

IRP Plates
All MVA Tag & Title Services

33 Years of Service

410-676-1206
1109 Clayton Road

Joppa, Maryland 21085

Hours
M-F 7:30am-5:30pm
Sat 8am-Noon

LOW
SERVICE

CHARGE!!!
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Live Aboard by 
Don and Gail  
Elwell

The Discrete 
Charm of 
Chores

Okay, so anyone that’s 
ever owned, sailed on, lived 
on, been around, heard of, 
or drawn pictures of a boat 
knows that there is a fairly 
steady stream of maintenance 
for which you’ve just enlisted 
the minute you step aboard. 
Some of it is, of course, the 
same sort of thing that any 
homeowner would recognize: 
weathered wood needs to be 
painted or replaced, things need to be cleaned, the broken stuff 
that you’ve been living with for 18 months needs to finally be 
dealt with, that sort of thing. There are of course things we don’t 
have to do: There’s no lawn, the flower beds are a pot on the 
stern, and re-roofing consists of opening up the bimini. But still, 
there are a host of things that have to be dealt with that most 
homeowners would never think 
about. Some things are simple: 
I can hose down my deck in the 
time it takes most folks to drag 
out the pressure washer and even 
think about hosing off the garage. 
Other duties are more complex.

I was thinking about this when 
I went up to empty the pee bottle 
this morning. Yes, I said pee 
bottle. Like a lot of livaboards, 
off-gridders, RV users and other 
eco freaks, we have a composting 
toilet. In the past, that entailed 
emptying the thing every three 
days or so when we were largely 
aboard. I finally got tired of it and 
designed and built a urine separa-
tor for the thing. For those of you 
not familiar with composting toilet 
design, most of the stuff that 
comes out of us is pee. Separate 
that out from the waste stream 
and the toilet gets emptied every 
ten days or so and not every 
three. . . .but you do need to 

deal with a sealed vessel of. . .well. 
. .pee. So every two or three days 
we unhook the thing and drag it up 
to dispose of properly in the bath-
room (NOT in the bay, thank you. 
We have quite enough nitrates from 
agricultural runoff and suburban 
lawns). My point is: its not great, 
but it’s far from onerous, and after a 
while this kind of weekly chore kind 
of fades into the background and 
rhythms of living aboard. There are 
others, of course. Laundry can be a 
chore in a small boat like this one. 
We cook a LOT aboard, and food 
has to be prepped and prepared. 

Dishes have to be washed on a daily 
basis or they pile up and there’s no 

where FOR them to pile up. With a limited space, clutter is simply 
not an option, and you’ve just got to keep ahead of it. It seems 
kind of odd when I start cataloging the number of little things we 
do to keep our floating home happy and tidy.

But it’s a tiny price to pay, and now that warm weather is final-
ly coming, the Ospreys are back and the trees along the Middle 
River all all popping with leaves and flowers and mornings, when 
the light comes over the treeline and illuminates the wheelhouse 
all in gold, it’s a great reminder of why we do this, why we live 
here.

So the Spring is finally here it seems and the Marina is sud-
denly full of folks working on their boats, looking at their boats, 
wishing they had other boats, and, in general, jonesing to get out 
on the water. This week we’re installing a new set of 100AH bat-
teries for our electric drive and 
making as ready as possible to 
get out on the water. In coming 
weeks, we’ll be adding more 
solar panels to “Tesla’s Re-
venge” and finalizing the electric 
propulsion. We really want to get 
out there. This winter has been 
way too long.

Don and Gail Elwell  And 
first Cat Magellan
Aboard the EV  “Tesla’s 
Revenge”
www.thefloatingempire.com
lifeartwater.blogspot.com

Our noble ship’s cat, Magellan, 
plotting out courses for us for 
Spring.

The Spring seems finally, FINALLY, to have come to the River.

Do we cook a lot aboard?  See 
was a decade or so of use will 
do to a chef’s knife?  These 
were the same size.
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MALLARD MARINE
SERVICES

Mobile Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing

www.mallardmarineservice.com 
Have a question?  Need advice?   Contact Us!

Every phone call returned.
Every email answered.
Responsiveness you can count on.

kevin@mallardmarineservices.com
Kevin Ladenheim
410-454-9877

albancat .com/mar inecra f t

Call 866-99-ENGINE (993-6446)
or email powerinfo@albancat.com

DISCOVER
YOUR

OPTIONS

Keeping your vessel up and running is our top priority. 
As well as servicing CAT engines, we also service 
John Deere® & Cummins® marine engines and ZF® 
Twin Disc® transmissions.

Alban can perform the following on non-CAT OEM engines:
 •  Oil Changes
 •  Oil Filter Replacement
 •  Oil Sampling
 •  Coolant Replacement

•  Fuel Filter Replacement
•  Fuel Sampling
•  Air Filter Replacement

Alban will also perform service on the following non-CAT 
components: Turbochargers, Water Pumps, Aftercoolers & 
Ancillary Items (on a case-by-case basis). 

LET ALBAN BECOME YOUR 
ONE STOP MARINE SHOP
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Don Elwell

David Sites

David Sites

Photo Gallery



1998 SILVERTON 41 CONVERTIBLE
T/Crusader 8.2’s, 6.5kw generator.  Bristol cond.  

Must see! $74,900

2016 KEY WEST 219FS
Like New, 200 Yamaha, Hard Top, desirable Grey hull, 

only 30 hours! w/trailer.   $46,900

2005 REGAL 3880 COMMODORE
T/Volvo 8.1’s with 226 hrs.,  if you’re looking for a true 

turnkey boat look no further!!!!   $139,900

2015 ROBALO 242 CENTER CONSOLE
T/Yam. 200hp 4s, only 63 hours, 7610 Garmin GPS  

w/trailer   $81,900

2005 CHAPARRAL 270 SIGNATURE
T/4.3 Volvo’s with Duo Prop outdrives,  AC/Heat  

and Kohler Generator.  $42,900

1994 TIARA 31 OPEN
T/7.4 XL FWC Crusaders, Westerbeke 5kw generator,  
ac/heat, windlass, and bimini w/ enclosure.  $49,800

2014 SEA FOX 286 COMMANDER
T/Yam. 250hp 4S, all electronics, kept indoors, 33 
hours, no sun or salt damage here!!!   $104,500

2000 SEA RAY 280 SS
T/ Merc 5.7’s with Bravo 1’s, kept indoors. $25,900

2009 CHRIS CRAFT SILVER BULLET
 She’s #13 of 150 units, 66 hours on her 270hp Volvo 
5.0 GXI with Duo Prop and alum. trl., a true must see!!   

$54,900

Middle River’s only  
Boatel Space  
Available  
from $60/ft.

Proud Sponsor of  
It’s A Water Life  
Radio  
Program  
on 105.7



Great location by land or sea –  
        Middle River on calm & 
                    protected Sue Creek

Just a sample of our nice selection of boats - GO TO OUR WEBSITE NOW!
www.baltimoreboatingcenter.com              410-687-2000

                                            410-687-2000   2015 Turkey Point Road Essex, MD  21221

       www.baltimoreboatingcenter.com Just 10 min. off 

I-95

YACHT BROKERAGE 

1997 Sea Ray  400 
Sedan Bridge $99,900

2000 41’ Sea Ray  
Sundancer   $129,900

2009  36’ Judge
$199,900

2008 35’ Rinker Exp. 
$99,900

2001  35’ Donzi
$109,900

2008 35’ Formula 
$144,900

2004 33’ Caterra
$59,900

2000 Rinker 270 Fiesta 
Vee $24,900

2001 29” Sea Ray 
Amberjack   $39,900  

ALL YOUR BOATING NEEDS AT ONE PLACE

*   Slips up to 42’ 

*   Boatel up to 27’ – Floating Docks

*   Full Mechanical Service

*   Discount Marine Store – Open 7 Days!

*   2 Travelifts_25-ton & 12 ton

*   Generator Repairs & Sales

*   Recently Dredged

*   Maryland Clean Marina

*   Middle River - where the Cool Kids are !
SPRING BOATEL  

SPECIAL 20% OFF  
SIGN UP BY 6/15/18

NEW !


